Statement on promoting human rights through sport and the Olympic ideal 
I would like to thank Dr. Lebedev the special rapporteur of the drafting group on promoting human rights through sport and the Olympic Ideal for his clear presentation. I am delightful also to see the Human Rights Council approved the progress report of the Advisory Committee on promoting human rights through sport and Olympic ideals by resolution 27/8 and entrusting it to finalize the study. In fact paragraph 5 of the resolution states “Requests the Advisory Committee to finalize the study on the possibilities of using sport and the Olympic ideal to promote human rights for all and to strengthen universal respect for them, and to present it in a report to the Human Rights Council before its thirtieth session”. By this, the Committee got the mandate to finalize the study before September 2015. As all of us know we have less than six months to finalize the study. So, to expedite our work and utilize the time left, I suggest that it is important to work expeditiously to fulfill our mandate. Moreover, members who have new ideas to include in the final draft study could start preparing them to help the WG on sport rapporteur Dr. Mikhail Lebedev continue the work he started. I also wanted to inform you that as a chair, I sent an e-mail to the members on the WG on 6th January on this issue. I believe also that a meeting for the WG could be convened during this session of the AC to organize the WG work. 
Sport is an important aspect of our life because it promotes human rights. In this respect, promoting human rights worldwide through interacting between different people and races through sport is a mean to protect and respect values and practices that the international community declared as basic human rights. It unites many people on one issue without prejudice to race, religion, and background. Discrimination could wither away with sport because sport teaches people co-operation, coordination and respect of others. 
Sport and Olympic events can bring people closer and make them familiar with each other. The spirit of mutual promotion of sports would decrease eventually prejudice and make people familiar with each other. This would create an environment that would encourage the rights of people.
There are of course certain obstacles that might impede sport from promoting human rights. Some of these obstacles would include ultra-national feelings that might infringe on others rights and could exacerbate violence between athletes and fans. It is important to encourage the culture of friendship and tolerance. This culture could flourish if people do not have prejudice to each other. 

Moreover, it is important that the rights of athletes are preserved through legal instruments. Hence, it is important to have a universal written code of conduct that would enable athletes to have their rights stated in a very clear manner so that no exploitation would exist to any athlete. 

Meanwhile, there is a need to actively involve sport and the Olympics in achieving the full and equal enjoyment of all human rights by persons with disabilities, as well as respect for their inherent dignity, and recognizing efforts made by the hosting countries to create a barrier-free environment for persons with disabilities.
1

