Statement on albinism and human rights
At the outset, I would like to congratulate you for assuming the Chairmanship of the Advisory Committee as well as for the election of the other members of the bureau for this year. I am sure that under your wise direction the Committee will be able to achieve its goals. I wish also to seize this opportunity to warmly congratulate Ms. Boisson de Chazournes, Mr. Okafor, Ms. Reyes Prado and Mr. Soofi on their re-election for another 3-year term. In addition, I would like also to warmly congratulate Mr. Mohamed Bennani (Morocco), Ms. Caciunean (Romania), and Mr. Changrok Soh (Republic of Korea) for their election as members of the Committee. I wish also to thank Ambassador Joachim Rücker, President of the Human Rights Counci as well as Mr. Eric Tisstounet Officer-in-charge of the Human Roights Councl Mechanisms Division for their statements during the opening session of the Committee.
At the outset, I wish to thank our colleague Ms, Laurence Boisson de Chazournes, the rapporteur of the drafting group and other members of the working group on drafting the draft study on the situation of human rights of persons living with albinism. I believe that the study included all issues that deal with persons with albinism. In fact, the study benefited from responses by different actors and mostly be the expert meeting which was attended by the rapporteur which was held on 24th September 2014 where many experts from international human rights mechanisms participated in. 
This study provides an overview of the various obstacles faced by persons with albinism in the full enjoyment of their human rights, including the type and severity of the human rights violations involved. It also summarizes actions taken at the international level and by OHCHR in response to the issue. Then it recommends further initiatives for addressing some of the key obstacles identified in the study. Meanwhile, the study acknowledges certain obstacles that would remain there on the long run. 
The study was clear to point out the responsibility of states towards persons with albinism. It pointed out that states are the prime guardians of the human rights of all persons within their jurisdiction. It affirmed that States should have protection measures against practices such as attacks against persons with albinism, and should comply with their international obligations concerning human rights, which are enshrined in both local laws and international human rights legal instruments.
The study argues also that international community has responsibility in dealing with the issue. It suggests increased engagement of international and regional mechanisms on the issue of persons with albinism. It acknowledges the problems that face persons with albinism. It also highlight that efforts continue to be fragmented and only partially address the complexity of the human rights challenges that persons with albinism face. It concludes that a more sustainable response to bridge protection gaps and to ensure accountability for human rights violations committed against persons with albinism is required, through suggesting creating a mandate for a special rapporteur.

People with albinism should have full rights as human beings and should live without fear of threats and persecution. Albinism does not give free hand to persecute people or attack them. States and societies should have ethical responsibility to protect and prevent attacks and persecution of those with albinism. It is dangerous to have myths and superstitions that encourage attacks against people with albinism prevail in societies and states. Modern states should have guarding measures against such practices, and should be up to their international commitments towards human rights which are enshrined in local laws as well as the international human rights legal instruments.
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