~ “The contribution: of development to the enjoyment of _ali human rights”
' (A/HRC/35/L.33/Rev.1)

Advisory Committee meeting, 8 August 2017

OHCHR mandate in _relation-'to human rights and devel.ooment_ :
The 1993 World Conference on Human Rights in Vienna established the position
of High Commissioner and the Office of the High Commissiohei' for Human '

Rights (GA res. 48/141) The H1gh Commlssmner is mandated to promote and

protect the realization of the right to developrnent and to enhance support from‘

| | relevant bodies of the United Nations system for this purpose”.

The oohstituent elements of the righ't to devel-opment are rooted in the provisions
, of the Charter of the United Nations, 'the Universel Declaration of Humen' Rights
“and, the Intematlonal Covenants on Civil and Pohtlcal RJghts and on Eoonomlc "

8001a1 and Cultural nghts, as well as other Umted Nations 1nstruments
Through the Charter of theUnited Natio_ns, Mefnber States undertook to “promote
social progress and better standards of life in larger freedom” and “to achieve
international cGoperation in solving international problems of an economic,” -
- soeial, cultural or humanitarian character, and in promoting and encouragihg
respect for human rights and for fundamental freedoms for all without distinction
as to race, sex, language or religioh”.'
Art1ele 28 of the Umversal Declaration of Hurnan Rights echoes these pr1nc1ples

and declares that everyone is entltled to- a social and international order in which-.

the rlghts and freedoms set forth in the Declaration can be fully realized.
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Normative framework

- The UN Declaration on the RTD proﬁdes a definition of development.
VDevelopment is “a comprehensive economic, sbt:ial, cultural and political
process, which aims at the constant imprt)yemént of the well-being of the entire
population and of ail individuals on the basis of their active, free and meaningful
participation _ih‘developmént and in the fair distribution of benefits r'esulting

therefrom.”

For development to serve and contribute to the eilj oymént of all human rights, it
must integrate internationally agreed human rights principles and norms, in:

particular the key elements of the right to development They include:
People-centred development. The Declaration identifies "the human person

“ as the central subject, participant and beneficiary of development (art. 2).

A human vights-based approach. The Declaration ret1uircs that

development be carried out in a manner “in which all human rights and

fundamental freedoms can be fully realized” (art. 1).

7 Participation. The Declaration insists on the “active, free and meaningful -

participation” of individuals and populations in development (art. 2).

-'Equz'ty. The Declaration highlights the importanpé of the “fair distribution- |

of the benefits” of dev_elopment (art. 2).
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Non-discrimination. The Declaration allows no “distinction as to race, sex,

language or religion” (art. 6).

Self-determination. The Dec'laration'requi_-res the full realization of the ri_ght
of peoples to self-determination, -including full sovereignty over their

natural wealth and resources (art. 1).

Enabling environment for development -

States have the primary responsibility for respecting, protecting and fulfilling
human rights, including for creating national and international ‘conditions
favourablé to the realization of the right to development (art. 3 (1)). This means
that they have the primary responsibility for providing an enabling environment
for equitable development; both locally and globally. States also have the duty to
formulate éﬁp‘ropriate national development policies that aim at the constant
improvemént of the wel_l-—be'ing of the entire population and of all individuals (art.
2 (3)). Furthermore, States should work together with a view to strengthening the
~ realization of human rights (art. 6), and "have the duty to cooperate with each
other in ensuring de'vélopment and eliminating obstacles to development. States
should ... fulfil their duties in such a ma'nnef as to promote a new international
economic order based on sovereign equality, intérdepandence‘, mutual interest

and cooperation amdng_ all States” (art. 3 (3)):

The highflevel task force on. f-che.' implementation of the right to development
- supported the IGWG on the RTD from 2004-2010. This expert group has
concluded that the Declaration on the RTD implies three levels of responsibilities

of States in relation to the right to development:
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. (a) internally, through the formulation of national development policies

and programmes affecting persen-sf within their jurisdicti_ons;

(b) internationally, threugh the adoption and iinpleln'entation of policies

extending beyond their jurisdictions; and

(c) c.ellectively, through glob-al and regional partner'ships.1

Human Rights and the 2030 Agenda

- The 2030 Agenda underscores that development and human rights are mutually -
reinforcing, and the new Agenda‘isi grounded in human rights, including the |
international hui_nan rights treaties agreed by Member States, and informed by
" other instrument._srsuch as the Declaration on the Right to Development.

. - - ;
_Development_; c_entributes to better enjoyment of human rights, as greater'
availability of reSources can enhance the availability, accessibility and quality of
goods and services that are necessary for the enJ oyment of human rights such as
the. rights to health, education, food water and sanitation, housmg and social

security as well as the achievement of the Var_ious SDGs.

In turn, a human rights‘based appreaeh‘ to development contributes to ensure that
development is: sustalnable avoids negatlve 1mpacts on people and reaches those
left behmd Human ' rights help 1o . deﬁne sustainable development both
substantively - as it clarifies the content of the rights entailed by development -
and also in terms of the process - ineorporati_ng the principles of equality, non
discrimination, participation, accountability and transparency enhances the |

effectiveness and legitimacy of development. Human rights also set out duties of

i A/HRC/lS_/WG.2/TF/2/Add.2, inteipreting the _Declaration’s second preambular paragraph,articles 2,3, 4.
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| international cooperation in order to create a social and international order in
which all human rights can be fully realized - which is closely related to SDG 17

~ and the means of implementation.

Human Rights Indicators

The absenéé of .speciﬁc. benchmarks for the implementatién of the right to
de_ve]opment presents itself as a challeng'e'to; better assess how development
contributes\to human rights. The Working Group on the Right to Development
has been working towards developing a set of criteria and subcriteria. Hurﬁ_an
Rights indicators are an important tool to assess the extent to which development -
contributes to the enjoyment of human rights. OHCHR’s Methodological
Guidance on Human Rights is a useful reference in this work: Many countries in
particular in Latin America have adopted OHCHR’s methodologmal approach to

" human rlghts mdlcators

OHCHR’s activities

- OHCHR is Wdrking to support Mémber States in the implementation of the SDGS
~ and the 2030 Agen’da; including’ through technical assistance and advice on
policies at national and global levels. OHCHR Has also worked to ensure that UN
system support on the 2030 Agenda addxessés the need to reduce inequalities and
inequities_ within and among countries - including thfough promotih_g a more
« equitable global trading and financial system, and national policy space for B
human rights-supportive poli-cie's (e.g. for iniplementgtion'of Doha Declaration

" on the TRIPS Agreement and Public Health - in line with SDG 3b). |

OHCHR is also working to ihtegrate human rights and developrhent miore broadly
within UN intergovernmental and inter-agency 'processes,_ at global as well as at

- the country level. For example, within the UN éYétem, OHCHR 'has worked to
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ensure the inclusién of human rights, gender equality and women's eiﬁpowérment
as a pr-ograimming princ-ipie in UN developinent processes, such as the UN .
Developmén’; Group guidance for the United N_atiOnS Dcvfelopment Assistance
Fr’ameWorlcs (UNDAFS). This guidance includes the need for all UNDAFs to be
gﬁided by the 1'ecdmmendati,ons issued by international human_' rights
mechanismé and highlights the need to énsure_' the consid.eration of those left
behind, ‘their actiifé and meaningful participéti'oh in deyelopment-i‘clated
. deéisions, and the exist_enée of effective accountability mechanisms. OHCHR
stands ready to pro_vide technical assistance as requested on these issues to

support Member States.

RTDS projects and work: Shyami and Susan to coniplemént.
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