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Introduction

Half of the global population lives in cities, and at least one third of all urban dwellers are poor, representing one quarter of the world’s total poor.
 With continued urbanization, the number of urban poor is expected to rise dramatically, and poverty will increasingly become an urban phenomenon. In fact, it is predicted that by 2025 two thirds of the world’s people will live in urban areas,
 and the urban population is projected to reach 5 billion by 2030.
 For this reason, the issue of urban poverty is increasingly becoming a priority for development actors including non-governmental organizations and UN agencies, who recognize that “pockets of poverty” are not limited to isolated rural areas but are also growing in cities and towns.
Formation of the urban poor

The formation and situation of the urban poor in developing and developed countries are somewhat different. In developing countries industrialization and migration from rural to urban areas in search of employment and educational opportunities have resulted in the poor being concentrated to areas at the edge of or beside cities. Many poor migrants try to find homes in city centers for close proximity to work, resulting in the formulation of slums in the cities. City governments have enforced urban development policies, where foreign investments are often introduced. According to the United Nations International Strategy for Disaster Reduction (UNISDR), urban development policies often magnify the risk of flash flooding, as such policies are usually planned and implemented without the participation of the urban poor. This further results in the displacement of the poor. 
In the slum areas of big cities in developed countries, such as New York City, the homeless live right next to tall and luxurious buildings. And in developing countries, many industrialized cities have communities of foreign migrant workers living in poverty. Since most developed countries have not ratified the United Nations Migrant Workers Convention, many foreign workers living in these countries have illegal status and face many difficulties in enjoying their basic human rights. In this sense, the forces of industrialization and globalization in both developing and developed countries have made different but similarly negative influences on the lives of the urban poor.
Heightened food prices are caused by a variety of factors, such as speculation capital activities and the production of bio-fuel, which can dramatically affect the difficulties of the urban poor.
 In both developing and developed countries, alienation and discrimination against the poor through social attitudes and inequitable policy making processes are also some of the most serious barriers faced by the urban poor in empowering themselves.
Human rights of the urban poor   
Combating poverty in urban areas has been identified as one of the most serious problems faced by both developing and developed countries. The urban poor often do not have enough food and suffer from inadequate housing.
 Existing literature on the urban poor has identified the following issues faced by the urban poor: 1) limited access to income and employment, 2) inadequate and insecure living conditions, 3) poor infrastructure and services, 4) vulnerability to risks such as natural disasters, environmental hazards and health risks particularly associated with living in slums, 5) spatial issues which inhibit mobility and transport, and 6) inequality closely linked to problems of exclusion.

In urban areas poverty is intertwined with the problem of environmental degradation, where poor air and water quality are particularly hazardous and pervasive. Providing safe and affordable drinking water to the rapidly increasing urban poor in developing countries has constituted one of the greatest challenges of sustainable development in recent decades. The urban poor are threatened by air pollution and other environmental hazards that pose various health risks. Many of the urban poor also suffer from malnutrition and various diseases such as HIV/AIDS, Malaria and Tuberculosis. Child and reproductive health are especially serious. Since the urban poor are particularly disadvantaged when it comes to health and opportunities for education, work and political participation, their conditions hardly improve.
Among the urban poor, there are certain groups that are particularly vulnerable; these include women, children, the elderly, persons with disabilities, lower castes and other minorities. The situation of the urban poor has particularly worsened in post-conflict contexts and areas recovering from natural disasters such as tsunamis or earthquakes.
Measures to be taken
Development policies that fully consider the human rights of the poor need to be implemented. These may include introducing foreign investment or promoting good governance that incorporates the affected communities in the policy making process. Social safety nets for unemployment, casual employment, uncertain daily wages, and medical treatment should also be established. Measures for the empowerment of the poor people, such as providing education and vocational training and enhancing political representation of the poor or minorities, should be also be taken. There is also an urgent need for international cooperation in providing a mechanism to manage speculation capital and food price volatility and developing guidance to right-based foreign investment. 
All those measures should be careful to mainstream gender, as well as pay special attention to the needs of children, older persons and disabled persons. Multiple discriminations based on castes, ethnicities, religion, etc. should be removed.
    
Good practices

Various efforts for the enjoyment of rights to food of the urban poor have been made by local authorities, Governments, civil society groups, inter-governmental organizations and the private sector at the national, regional and international levels. Partnerships between these actors have taken in many forms.

This section will identify various best practices of such initiatives and partnerships. For example, the Chinese government anti-poverty efforts have gone through three phases since 1984: the first phase oriented rural development, and the second phase established and improved urban and rural security systems since 2000.
 At the national level the ILO is also working with governments to advance poverty eradication through Decent Work Country Programmes. At the regional level the ILO is working to strengthen the role of AU and RECs. UNDP in partnership with UN agencies, ECA and the Bretton Woods institutions, is also providing support to 35 African countries that have embarked on the process of preparing and implementing MDG-based national strategies and action plans.
 
Conclusion
As the urban population continues to grow at a rapid pace, the need to focus attention on ensuring their full enjoyment of basic human rights must become a priority for the future. In order to ensure that the needs of the urban poor (and particularly those of vulnerable groups living in urban poverty) are met, various actions need to be taken at the local, national, regional and international levels.
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