Human Rights Council
Intersessional interactive dialogue on ways to enhance the participation of indigenous peoples’ representatives and institutions in meetings of the Human Rights Council on issues affecting them 
Concept note (as of 15 July 2019)
	Date and venue:
	15 July 2018, 3 to 6 p.m., Palais des Nations, Room XX, Geneva 
(will be broadcast live and archived on http://webtv.un.org)

	Objectives: 
	The Human Rights Council intersessional interactive dialogue aims: 
· To examine ways to enhance the participation of indigenous peoples’ representatives and institutions in meetings of the Council on issues affecting them

· To facilitate dialogue between indigenous peoples’ representatives and Member States in order to strengthen indigenous peoples’ participation at meetings of the Council.

	Chair:
	H.E. Mr. Coly Seck, President of the Human Rights Council, 
subsequently replaced by 
H.E. Ms. Vesna Batistić Kos, Vice-President and Rapporteur of the Human Rights Council

	Opening statements: 
	H.E. Ms. María Fernanda Espinosa Garcés, President of the 73rd session of the General Assembly (by video message)
Mr. Paulo David, Chief of the Indigenous Peoples and Minorities Section, Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights

	Presentations:

	· Ms. Myrna Cunningham, Member of the Board of Trustees of the United Nations Voluntary Fund for Indigenous Peoples
· Mr. Kenneth Deer, Mohawk, Haudenosaunee External Relations Committee
· H.E. Ms. Terhi Hakala, Ambassador and Permanent Representative of Finland to the United Nations Office at Geneva
· Ms. Erika Yamada, Member of the Expert Mechanism on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples

	Outcome:
	A summary report of the dialogue will be prepared by OHCHR and submitted to the Council prior to its 44th session.

	Mandate:
	This half-day intersessional interactive dialogue was mandated by the Human Rights Council in paragraph 11 of its resolution 39/13 of 28 September 2018 on human rights and indigenous peoples.

	Format:
	The Human Rights Council intersessional interactive dialogue will be held on the first day of the 12th session of the Expert Mechanism on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, as specified in the mandating resolution.
The duration of the Human Rights Council intersessional interactive dialogue will be limited to maximum three hours. A maximum of one hour and a half will be set aside for the podium, including the opening statements and responses to questions and concluding remarks. 
States and observers, including national human rights institutions (NHRIs) and non-governmental organizations (NGOs), intervening from the floor will have a maximum of one hour and a half. Each speaker will have two minutes to raise issues and to ask questions. The list of speakers for the discussion will be established through the online system prior to the interactive dialogue and, as per practice, statements by high-level dignitaries and groups will be moved to the beginning of the list. In view of the theme of this interactive dialogue, efforts will be made to enhance participation of NGOs represented by indigenous peoples. 
Should the interactive dialogue be concluded before 6 p.m., the 12th session of the Expert Mechanism on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples will resume after a short technical break. 
Interpretation will be provided in the six United Nations official languages (Arabic, Chinese, English, French, Russian and Spanish).

	Accessibility for persons with disabilities:
	In an effort to render the Human Rights Council more accessible to persons with disabilities and to promote their full participation in the work of the Council on an equal basis with others, the intersessional dialogue will be made fully accessible. During the debate, international sign interpretation and real-time captioning will be provided and webcasted. In Room XX, four seats are reserved for participants using wheelchairs, in the seventh (last) row. Hearing loops are available for collection from the Accessibility focal point at the Secretariat desk. Oral statements may be embossed in Braille from any of the six official languages of the United Nations, upon request and following the procedure described in the “Accessibility guide to the Human Rights Council for persons with disabilities” (available at: http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/Pages/Accessibility.aspx).

	Background:

	On 8 September 2017 the General Assembly adopted resolution 71/321 entitled “Enhancing the participation of indigenous peoples’ representatives and institutions in meetings of relevant United Nations bodies on issues affecting them.” This resolution is a result of a process that began with a commitment by Member States, during the World Conference on Indigenous Peoples in 2014, to consider the participation of indigenous peoples at the United Nations. 
Assembly resolution 71/321 encourages further efforts to facilitate the participation of indigenous peoples’ representatives and institutions in meetings of relevant United Nations bodies on issues affecting them, in accordance with their respective rules of procedure (para. 4). In this regard, the Human Rights Council decided to organize this intersessional interactive dialogue in order to examine ways to enhance indigenous peoples’ participation in meetings of the Council affecting them. This includes, but is not limited to, the annual half-day panel discussion on the rights of indigenous peoples (mandated by Council resolution 18/8) and the interactive dialogue with the Special Rapporteur on the rights of indigenous peoples and the Expert Mechanism on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, both of which traditionally take place during the September sessions of the Council.

It is also important to note that the Expert Mechanism on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, a subsidiary body of the Council, has specific accreditation procedures to facilitate the participation of indigenous peoples’ representatives at its annual sessions. These are based on arrangements and practices observed by the Working Group on Indigenous Populations of the Commission on Human Rights (see Council resolution 33/25, paragraph 13). 

	Background documents:
	· Human Rights Council resolution 39/13 of 28 September 2018 on human rights and indigenous peoples 

· Human Rights Council resolution 33/25 of 30 September 2016 on Expert Mechanism on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples
· Outcome document of the high-level plenary meeting of the General Assembly known as the World Conference on Indigenous Peoples (General Assembly resolution 69/2 of 22 September 2014)
· General Assembly resolution 71/321 of 8 September 2017 on enhancing the participation of indigenous peoples’ representatives and institutions in meetings of relevant United Nations bodies on issues affecting them
· Web page of the Department of Economic and Social Affairs on indigenous peoples’ participation at the United Nations: https://www.un.org/development/desa/indigenouspeoples/participation-of-indigenous-peoples-at-the-united-nations.html 
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