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 The statement by Mr. Mohsen GHANEI
The representative of the Islamic Republic of Iran on
The 1st session of the Working Group to elaborate the content of an international regulatory framework without prejudging the nature thereof relating to the activities of private military and security companies

Geneva, 22 May 2019

Madam Chair,

1- Let me begin by congratulating to H.E. Nozipho Joyce Mxakato-Diseko  for her  election as the Chair-Rapporteurof this important Intergovernmental Working Group and  for  guiding the deliberations during the session.
2-This Working Group and its mandate are very important in ensuring the accountability for violations and abuses of human rights committed by private military and security companies, particularly when they are deployed by states during armed conflicts. 
 3- we need to take lessons from past horrible cases of massive violations of human rights and IHL in Iraq, Afghanistan and elsewhere where  innocent civilians were massacred torture and abused in cold blood by personnel of military companies. Unfortunately, these atrocities were almost never prosecuted by any court of law or by any human rights mechanism.That is one of the reasons we need to work together to develop an international legal framework to regulate the activities of private military companies and to ensure the responsibility of relevant states for misconduct and crime by members of those companies.The international humanitarian law and human rights law are two basic sources for developing the international legal framework.
4- Such an international legal instrument can provide a clear framework to monitor abuses and violations  of human rights committed by private military and security companies and provide an independent avenue to compensate victims of such abuses.
5- My delegation emphasizes the dire need that private military and security companies to respect to national law, including criminal law, human rights law, and applicable international humanitarian law
I thank you
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