FORUM ON MINORITY ISSUES

Geneva, Palais des Nations

15-16 December 2008
On the occasion of the inaugural session of the UN Forum on  Minority Issues dedicated to “Minorities and the Right to Education”, MINORITY RIGHTS GROUP is organizing on 16 December 2008:
Panel discussion on “Challenging the Denial of Education Rights”
A panel discussion and launch of the report “Right to Learn: Batwa education in the Great Lakes region of Africa”
The event will take place from 13:10 to 2:50 p.m. in Palais des Nations
ROOM XXIII

Minority Rights Group International (MRG) in collaboration with Gay MacDougall, UN Independent Expert on Minority Issues (IEMI) is holding the above panel discussion to coincide with first UN Forum on Minority Issues. Drawing on presentations from minority participants from 3 continents, the discussion will look at the different ways in which minority communities find themselves denied the basic and fundamental right to education and the greater impact this has on these communities. Drawing on the theme of Forum of Minority Issues, Education, the panel discussion will also look at how in collaboration, communities alongside NGOs, government’s and the UN, can properly begin to address this marginalisation and develop practical solutions. Panellist’s will represent Batwa communities from the Great Lakers region, Pastoralists from Eastern Africa, Roma from South East Europe and Dalits from India.

MRG will also be taking the opportunity to launch the following report “Right to Learn: Batwa education in the Great Lakes region of Africa”. This a timely and comprehensive look at the access to basic education for Batwa communities in Uganda, Burundi, DRC and Rwanda. Copies of the report will be available. As will copies of another recently published MRG report A Double Bind: the Exclusion of Pastoralist Women in the East and Horn of Africa. Which also features important sections on the impact of double discrimination in access to education experienced by Pastorlalist women in the East and Horn of Africa. 

