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Thank you Madame Chair.

- We welcome this opportumty to discuss measures for promotmg and protecting the rlghts
of persons belonging to minorities and would like to share some good practlces developed
in Canada to this effect. :

As a plurahstlc soc1ety, Canada views diversity as a strength and source of natlonal identity
and pride. Immigration has helped to make Canada a culturally rich and prosperous nation

_and Canada benefits enormously from the skills and background of newly arrived
Canadians. The Canadian Multiculturalism Act was passed in 1998 underlining the value and
dignity of all Canadian citizens regardless of their racial or ethnic origins, their language or
their religion. We are proud of our pluralistic society, whlch fosters.respect for differences
between people within it.

Some examples of measures developed in Canada to foster the full enjoyment of the rights
of people belonging to minorities include:

-Legal guarantees and equallty of opportunity, regardless of origin, through Canadian
citizenship, and the Canadian Constitution. Canada’s laws and policies recognize Canada’s
diversity and guarantee to all men and women complete freedom of conscience, of thought,
. belief, opinion expression, association and peaceful assembly, regardless of race, cultural
herltage ethmcnty, religion, ancestry and place of origin;

-Awareness ralsmg through publlc educatlon activities

" - Canada has an array of programs that promote multiculturalism, support the lntegratlon of
newcomers, and foster social cohe5|on :

- Canada provides $900 million. annually for settlement services to help immigrants and

refugees fulfill their desire to participate fully in Canadian society. We offer needs

) assessments, orientation services, Ianguage learnmg, employment-related serv1ces and
labour market preparation, and initiatives that foster welcoming communities. We are
proud that approxma'tely 85% of immigrants eventually become Canadian c1t|zens '

-In'keeping with our pIurallst heritage, the Government of Canada also funds |n|t|at|ves that
foster intercultural and interfaith understanding, promote active crtlzenshlp, and instill cnwc
memory and prlde ' : :
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In addltlon the Government prov1des sngnlfxcant contrlbutlons to and works in partnershlp ‘

with a number of key organlzatlons

- The Canadlan Race Relatlons Foundatlon isa natlonal centre of expertlse and an active
promoter of anti-racism issues in Canada. In 2011, the Foundation created a natlonWIde
: lnterfalth network that will serve as a forum for promoting mter -religious dlscu55|on

-The Government of Canada also partners with the Aga Khan to create the Global Center

“for Pluralism in Ottawa, with a goal of advancmg openness to dlverSIty and promote mutual -

understandmg between communities lnternatlonally

- In-2013, Canada will Chair the Task Force for International Cooperatlon on Holocaust
Education, Remembrance and Research.

’ _Thankyouverymuch-._ ' ' ' - -

Canad"'




