Dear Chairman, dear participants


We are here on behalf of the Unrepresented Nations and Peoples Organization (UNPO).


We would like to thank UNPO for giving us the opportunity to speak at this forum on the violations that have been ongoing for more than sixty years; to the civil and political rights of the citizens of the Free Territory of Trieste.


These rights are conferred to the citizens of the Free Territory of Trieste through the Treaty of Peace with Italy signed in Paris on 10 February 1947 by Annex VI - article 6, which states: “Italian citizens who were domiciled on June 10, 1940 within the borders of the Free Territory constituents and their children born after that date will become citizens of the Free Territory of origin and shall enjoy full rights as citizens. By becoming citizens of the Free Territory, they will lose their Italian nationality.”


What the citizens of the Free Territory of Trieste claim is still law by the Italian civil code and also for all countries who signed the Agreement of Succession of Yugoslavia. As a matter of fact, the Peace Treaty of Paris was converted into Italian and Yugoslavian law.


Since then, nothing changed and nothing has been done to control the application of the Peace Treaty and the application of existing international laws. As a matter of fact, the citizens of this area have been oppressed and forced to abandon these lands.


Today, there are no less than 500,000 emigrants and descendants around the world.


It is time to charge the administrators of The Free Territory of Trieste for all the violations of civil and political rights, despite the mandate of the United Nations and the statements of the Treaty of Peace.


The nations that administer these lands do not recognize the legal facts of the Free Territory of Trieste.


This statement is clearly evident also by the approval of the Resolution n.16 of the UN Security Council of 10 January 1947, which established the Provisional Regime of the Free Territory of Trieste, voted just one month before the signing of the Treaty of Peace, which confirmed the creation of this country by stating also the exact coordinates of the borders. On that occasion, the Security Council declared the birth of this nation and United Nations still is its guarantor.


Concluding our intervention, UNPO asks for solidarity and we give our solidarity to all people who are fighting for the recognition of their human, civil and political rights, as defined for instance by article 15 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, which states:

1. Everyone has the right to a nationality;

2. No one shall be arbitrarily deprived of his nationality, nor denied the right to change his nationality.


Thank you President and Members of this assembly for the opportunity granted to us.
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