Human Rights Council
High-level intersessional discussion celebrating the centenary of Nelson Mandela 
Concept note (as of 27 April 2018)

	Date 
and venue:
	Friday 27 April 2018, 3 – 6 p.m., Palais des Nations, Room XX, Geneva 
(will be broadcast live and archived on http://webtv.un.org)

	Objectives: 
	The debate will aim at:

· Celebrating the centenary of Nelson Mandela, on his life and legacy, in the context of promoting and protecting human rights through social justice, reconciliation and democratic ideals; and
· Reflecting on Nelson Mandela’s lifelong struggle for freedom, human rights and human dignity, equality and justice, and his role as a champion for the promotion and protection of all human rights.

	Chair:
	H.E. Mr. Vojislav Šuc, President of the Human Rights Council 

	Opening remarks:
	· Ms. Amina Mohammed, Deputy Secretary-General of the United Nations (by video message); 
· Ms. Kate Gilmore, United Nations Deputy High Commissioner for Human Rights; 

	Speakers:
	· H.E. Mr. Thomas Qwesi Quartey, Deputy Chairperson of the African Union Commission (AUC); 
· H.E. Mr. Christian Leffler, Deputy Secretary-General of the European External Action Service (EEAS); 
· H.E. Ambassador Zamir Akram, Chairperson-Rapporteur of the Working Group on the Right To Development; 
· H.E. Ms. Nozipho Joyce Mxakato-Diseko, Ambassador and Permanent Representative of South Africa to the United Nations Office at Geneva

	Mandate:
	In its resolution 37/15 of 19 March 2018, the Human Rights Council decided to convene a high-level intersessional discussion celebrating the centenary of Nelson Mandela, on his life and legacy, in the context of promoting and protecting human rights through social justice, reconciliation and democratic ideals, on 27 April 2018, the day that, in 1994, Mandela and millions of South Africans cast their votes for the first time in a fully representative democratic election. 
In this regard, the Council requested the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights to invite to that discussion, for their participation, eminent persons who worked with Nelson Mandela and other persons that embody his virtues on various global platforms for the advancement of human rights.

	Outcome:
	A summary report on the discussion to be submitted to the Council at its 39th session.

	Format:
	The opening by the President of the Human Rights Council will be followed by presentations by the eminent speakers and interventions from the floor. States and observers, including representatives of civil society, take the floor for 2-minute tributary interventions. The list of speakers will be established at the beginning of the discussion through the electronic system in the room. As per practice, statements by high-level dignitaries and groups will be moved to the beginning of the list. Interpretation will be provided in the six United Nations official languages (Arabic, Chinese, English, French, Russian and Spanish).

	Background
	2018 marks the centenary of the late President Nelson Rolihlahla Mandela - revered worldwide as a champion of human rights. He played a critical role in unifying and inspiring people from all walks of life across the world. As part of the global commemorative activities in honour of the late icon, the Human Rights Council has decided to convene a high-level intersessional discussion to celebrate Nelson Mandela’s life and legacy in the context of promoting and protecting human rights through social justice, reconciliation and democratic ideals, and to reaffirm its commitment to the vision and values espoused by Nelson Mandela.

Nelson Mandela’s contribution to peace, human rights, democracy and reconciliation, and in fighting racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance is widely acknowledged and celebrated worldwide. The General Assembly and the Assembly of the African Union have recognized Nelson Mandela as the embodiment of human rights and a champion of the global poor and their dignity. In its resolution 64/13 of 10 November 2009, the General Assembly has designated 18 July as Nelson Mandela International Day to commemorate annually his contribution to peace through human rights, international democracy and reconciliation, and in fighting racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance. The Assembly of the African Union has declared 2014–2024 the Madiba Nelson Mandela Decade of Reconciliation in Africa and has made a Declaration on the Centenary of Nelson Mandela at its thirtieth ordinary session. In its recent resolution 37/15 of 19 March 2018, the Human Rights Council recalled Nelson Mandela’s lifelong struggle for freedom, human rights, and human dignity, equality and justice, his contribution to the transition of South Africa to democracy, and recalled all the selfless service he gave as an international statesman to the cause of human rights, and the champion he was for the global poor and their dignity. 
In a context marked by the growing tendencies of populist and nationalist politics and the resurgent violent manifestations of racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance.
In a context marked by the growing tendencies of populist and nationalist politics and the resurgent violent manifestations of racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance, the centenary of Nelson Mandela represents a timely opportunity for Member States to reaffirm their support and recommit themselves to the values of freedom, human rights and human dignity, equality and justice, and the fight against racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance, for which Nelson Mandela fought his entire life. 

	Useful documents: 
	· Human Rights Council resolution 37/15 of 19 March 2018
· General Assembly resolution 64/13 of 10 November 2009
· African Union Assembly, Declaration on the Centenary of Nelson Mandela, 2018
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