
Human Rights Council

Intersessional panel discussion on promoting international cooperation to support national human rights follow-up systems and processes 
Concept note (as of 8 November 2016) 
	Date and venue:
	Wednesday, 9 November 2016, 10 a.m. - 1 p.m.
Room XX, Palais des Nations, Geneva


	Objectives:
	· To highlight the main constituting elements of effective national follow-up systems and processes;  

· To identify steps to be taken at the national level to put in place effective national follow-up systems and processes;
· To share experiences and practices of national follow-up systems and processes; and
· To identify the way in which such national follow-up systems and processes could best guide States in seeking needed technical cooperation, and discuss ways in which international cooperation, through the support provided by the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR), United Nations at large, and on a bilateral basis, could be extended.  



	Chair: 
	H.E. Mr. Choi Kyonglim, President of the Human Rights Council

	Opening statement:
	Ms. Kate Gilmore, United Nations Deputy High Commissioner for Human Rights

	Moderator:
	Ms. Shahrzad Tadjbakhsh, Chief, Universal Periodic Review Branch, Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights

	Panellists:
	· H.E. Ms. Ledy Zúñiga, Minister of Justice and Human Rights, Ecuador

· H.E. Mr. Juan Miguel Gonzalez Bibolini, Minister and Director-General for Human Rights, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Paraguay
· Ms. Veronique Joosten, Head of Section, Human Rights Department, Federal Public Service Foreign Affairs, Foreign Trade and Development Cooperation, Belgium

· Mr. Devendre Gopaul, Deputy Permanent Representative, Prime Minister's Office, Mauritius

· Mr. Miloon Kothari, President, UPR Info


	Outcome:
	· The identification of the main constituting elements of national follow-up systems and processes:

1) National mechanisms for reporting and follow-up on international human rights obligations and commitments as the overarching structure that allows for engagement with human rights mechanisms, coordination with relevant ministries, consultation with national human rights institutions and civil society, and information management through various tools;
2) National implementation plans for follow-up on human rights recommendations; 
3) Development of indicators to help assess the impact of implementation; 
4) Creation and maintenance of a database to track and report on implementation of recommendations, and assist in the management of information; and 
5) Effective consultative processes with relevant stakeholders such as national human rights institutions and civil society representatives;
· The documentation and sharing of concrete examples of practices put in place by States to establish national follow-up systems and processes, including through the main constituting elements;
· The increase of understanding and appreciation of the value of effective national human rights follow-up systems and processes, which require a comprehensive approach; and
· The identification of the main elements of the international support, either through OHCHR technical assistance projects, trainings or through bilateral assistance and trainings.

OHCHR will prepare a summary report on the outcome of the panel discussion and submit it to the Human Rights Council at its 34th session.


	Mandate: 
	On 2 October 2015, the Human Rights Council adopted resolution 30/25 by which it requested the High Commissioner for Human Rights to organize an intersessional half-day panel discussion, during the twenty-sixth session of the Working Group on the Universal Periodic Review, to share experiences and good practices in the establishment and strengthening of national human rights follow-up systems, including the role of international cooperation in this regard (paragraph 4).
The Council also requested the High Commissioner to continue to provide technical assistance and capacity-building, upon request and in accordance with the priorities set by the States concerned, on the establishment and the strengthening of national follow-up systems and processes (paragraph 3).


	Format: 
	Opening statements and initial presentations by the panellists (estimated to take up to 1 hour) will be followed by an interactive discussion. The list of speakers for the discussion will be established at the beginning of the discussion and, as per practice, statements by high-level dignitaries and groups will be moved to the beginning of the list. States and observers, including representatives of civil society, take the floor for a 2-minute intervention each (total 45 minutes), followed by 15 minutes for panellists to respond. A second round of interventions from the floor (45 minutes) will be followed by responses and concluding remarks from the panellists (15 minutes). To make the panel interactive, speakers are encouraged to focus their interventions on the themes that the panellists raise either by asking them questions or sharing relevant national experience. 
Interpretation will be provided in the six United Nations official languages (Arabic, Chinese, English, French, Russian and Spanish).
The panel discussion will be broadcast live and archived on http://webtv.un.org.


	Background documents:
	· Human Rights Council resolution 30/25 (2 October 2015) on promoting international cooperation to support national human rights follow-up systems and processes
· OHCHR’s leaflet on international cooperation & national human rights follow-up systems and processes
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