MEDIA ADVISORY (English version): 

Internet Platform www.CyberDodo.com
dedicated to the Defence of Life

[image: image1.jpg]W Cyf




New family-friendly website on children’s rights 

to be presented at the Human Rights Council

On Wednesday, 11 March, www.CyberDodo.com, a family-friendly community platform aimed at promoting children’s rights, will be launched at the Human Rights Council during its 10th regular session.  The event, entitled “Children Know your Rights with CyberDodo”, will take place at the Human Rights and Alliance of Civilizations Room (Room XX) at the Palais des Nations from 1.30 to 2.30 pm. 

www.CyberDodo.com is a free, multilingual, “edutainment” website aimed at raising awareness and generating knowledge about the Convention on the Rights of the Child, and the rights enshrined therein, as well as global environmental issues.  

This event, which has been organized by the Permanent Missions of Uruguay and the Czech Republic to the UN Office at Geneva, with support from the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights, will be opened by Navi Pillay, the High Commissioner for Human Rights, and will include screenings of short videos to introduce “CyberDodo( – the Defender of Life” to a global audience.  

The website offers significant multimedia content (10 hours of cartoons, games, files, etc….) and is complemented by a book publication, or “Edupack”, available to schools and those without Internet access.  The website is currently available in English, Arabic, French and Spanish.

For additional information about CyberDodo please contact Manuel and Alice Martin 

+33 680.86.65.16 or contact@cyberdodo.com 

BACKGROUND NOTE (English version): 

Internet Platform www.CyberDodo.com
dedicated to the Defence of Life
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The product of over a decade of development and engagement, the multimedia community platform, “CyberDodo( the Defender of Life”, aims to heighten awareness and knowledge about the International Convention on the Rights of the Child and basic environmental issues for a global audience.  

www.CyberDodo.com is a family-friendly community platform dedicated to the Defence of Life and supported by various high-profile international organizations.  “CyberDodo(, the Defender of Life” brings together all persons who share a respect for the planet and its inhabitants, with the aim of furthering their happiness as well as that of future generations. 

Since its inception in 1996, CyberDodo( has enjoyed the support of five United Nations High Commissioners for Human Rights, all of whom have been involved in the process of developing the programme’s concept, and the engagement of the Committee on the Rights of the Child.  

The website, which is available in English, Arabic, French and Spanish, offers free access to over 10 hours of cartoons (40 episodes devoted to the Rights of the Child, 66 to the Environment) in addition to numerous interactive games, files multimedia bonus features, etc. 

Focusing a significant amount of content on the respect for conservation, CyberDodo( speaks to all: children, parents, grandparents – “because freedom is born of knowledge!” 

With billions of people still not connected to the Internet, a print version – “Edupack CyberDodo” has also been produced, particularly intended for schools. These illustrated books comprise comic strips and games with the aim of disseminating CyberDodo’s message and information to all corners of the globe.  Indeed, a book can change the destiny of a child.

What is the storyline?  CyberDodo( is a dodo bird that returns to earth many years after becoming extinct. His goal is that the tragedy experienced by his kind will never again be experienced by any other species on earth, starting with the children of humankind.   

Of course, CyberDodo(, like any dodo, could only be virtual and he is the central character of the concept: a universal spokesperson enjoying the rare position of no affiliation to race, gender, social status, nationality, religion or politics.

With the aim of contributing to the emergence of a global network dedicated to the Defence of Life, www.CyberDodo.com moreover offers involved NGOs a showcase for their initiatives. 

* *** *

March 11th 2009 Side Event title:

Children Know your Rights with CyberDodo!
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CyberDodo the Defender of Life
“Freedom is born of knowledge!”




