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. The Permanent Missign of s
‘other Intermational Organisations in Geneva prescnts its ¢
for Human Rights and has the honour to refer to the

il 2, 2007 seeking vicws of States on the progress

- iofthe High Commissioner
. OHCHR Notc Verbale of Apr

‘report (A/HRC&ub.l/%/CRP.Z) on the study on *
d by Special Rapporteurs Mr. Yozo Yokota and Ms. Chin-

and descent”, submitte

Sung Chung (o the former Sub-Commission on
Human Rights at its 58" scssion in 2006.

, Thc Permanent Mission of India has
Government of India on the above-mention

of India would likc to request the Office of the High C
f Government of India may kindly be transmitted to the

Special Rapporteurs for incorporation in the final report.

Rights that the comments 0

The Permancnt Mission of India

. ot_hei' International Organisations in Gencva aval
rencw. o the Office of the ﬁ.ig_h Commissioner for Human Rights the assurances
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1dia to the Offices of the Unitecd Nations and
ompliments to the Office
*Discrimination based on work
the Promotion and Protection of
the honour to forward the comments of

od document. The Permancnt Mission
ommissioncr for Human

to the Offices of the United Nations and
is itsclf of this opportunity to

of its:highest consideration.. | L
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- Comments of GOl on the Progress Report Mﬂ»wﬁﬁﬂ
', basedon Work and Descent _LA/HRC/Suh.l[_3_8/CRP.2‘)
IR R [ a R

N l I
o o GOI 1 has seen t’hc. contents of the progress rcport  No.
. 'f";hf‘/,\'/}';_IRC/Suvb.l'/38/CRI_5.Z: submitted by Mr. Yozo Yokota and Ms Chin
. Sung Chung, Special Rn'lppqrteum on the topic of discrimination based
~ on work and descent, (0 the Sub-Commission on the Promotion and

Protection of Human Rights in July 2006. | :

2. The report. like previous papers submitted on this topic, focuses
excessively on the Caste-system in India and in Indian Diaspora
communities. The analysis of this complex issue in the paper shows a
- ¢lear lack of understanding. The rapporieurs seems to havc addressed
this issue as a simple human rights question disregarding the fact that
such a social structure has evolved through a complex interplay of
societal practjces over thousands of years and cannot be transformed
| " Qvermght | They hafve?-i also not duly reflected the wide range e?i
. . ‘Constitutional, legislative and administrative measurcs Lhat India has
- ' undertaken to empower its disadvantaged sections of population.
R EE R i TR '
4. The question of diso_riminalion based on work and descent has a
wider:scopc.:Excessivd focus on one of its various manifcstations
reconfirms - our apprehensions, previously expressed on scveral
occasions, about the utility and cfficacy of such an clfort.

" 4.1 The progress report reconfirms our understanding that the issues

- that arc envisaged to be addressed under this study are already being

covered by other compenents of the international human rights

machincry. Both on account of duplication and its excessive focus on

a spocific:country, Government of India is not'in favour of further
prolongation of this effort.
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