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Concept Note
Giving voice to people living with or affected by HIV/AIDS
Tuesday, 20 March 2012
Palais des Nations, room XX, 12.00-15.00
Focus and objectives 

In resolution 16/28, the Human Rights Council decided to hold a panel discussion at its nineteenth session, “to give voice to people living with or affected by HIV/AIDS, in particular, young people, women and orphaned children, with a view to taking into account their experiences in reinforcing the centrality of human rights in the response to HIV/AIDS, in the context of the timely achievement of Millennium Development Goal 6 and in compliance with the Political Declaration on HIV/AIDS and the Declaration of Commitment on HIV/AIDS”.  

Context and background

Since the 1990s the Commission on Human Rights followed by the Human Rights Council have adopted numerous resolutions on human rights protection in the context of HIV and AIDS
.  All these resolutions have addressed a wide array of issues related to the goal of universal access to comprehensive HIV prevention, treatment, care and support, as well as access to medicines and combating stigma, discrimination and abuse that people living with and affected by HIV have and continue to face.  They have also confirmed that “discrimination on the basis of AIDS or HIV status, actual or presumed, is prohibited by existing international human rights standards, and that the term "or other status” in non-discrimination provisions in international human rights texts can be interpreted to cover health status, including HIV/AIDS”
.  The resolutions also call for the international community to assist developing countries, upon their request, in their efforts to prevent the spread of the epidemic and alleviate and control the detrimental impact of HIV on the human rights of their people.
This will be the first time that the Human Rights Council holds a panel discussion on HIV.  It comes at a time when AIDS has entered into its fourth decade.  It also follows the adoption of the 2011 Political Declaration on HIV/AIDS which reaffirms previous General Assembly declarations and calls for the intensification of efforts to eliminate AIDS; recognises the centrality of human rights in the AIDS response; and the scale-up of comprehensive prevention programmes, treatment, care and support.  
Important progress has been achieved at national, regional and international levels – a more than 25 per cent reduction in the rate of new infections in over 30 countries, a significant reduction in vertical transmission from mother-to-child, and access to treatment has expanded to over six million people resulting in the reduction of AIDS-related deaths by more than 20 per cent over a five year period.  The latest data from UNAIDS indicates that by the end of 2010, 34 million people were living with HIV, 2.7 million infections occurred globally, 1.8 million people died from AIDS-related causes and 47% of people eligible for antiretroviral treatment are now receiving it
.  

People living with HIV are living longer and AIDS-related deaths are declining.  However, despite this unprecedented transformation in the AIDS response, stigma, discrimination and numerous forms of human rights violations continue to inhibit national responses to HIV.  National and international efforts are essential to achieve the goal of universal access to comprehensive HIV prevention, treatment, care and support, in the context of the timely achievement of Millennium Development Goal 6 and in compliance with the Political Declaration on HIV/AIDs and the Declaration of Commitment on HIV/AIDS.  Providing access to life-saving medicines to all people living with HIV remains an urgent challenge.  Human rights promotion and protection will continue to occupy a central place in the global HIV response.

Outcome

This panel discussion will provide a platform for affected populations, experts and leaders on HIV and human rights to: (i) discuss and bring to light the experiences of individuals and communities living and affected by HIV and AIDS; and (ii) offer concrete proposals to transform the future global HIV response by addressing deep seated forms of stigma and discrimination and challenges to comprehensive HIV prevention, treatment, care and support.

Panellists

Chair: H.E. Ms. Laura Dupuy Lasserre, President of the Human Rights Council (TBC)
Opening Statement: Ms. Navi Pillay, United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights 
Moderator:  H.E. Adv. Bience Philomina Gawanas, Commissioner for Social Affairs

African Union and Commissioner of the Global Commission on HIV and Law (TBC)

Panellists

· Mr. Michel Sidibé, Executive Director, United Nations Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS (TBC)
· Nontobeko Dlamini (Swaziland)

· Nick Rhoades (United States)

· Moysés Toniolo (Brazil)
· Dmytro Sherembey (Ukraine) - TBC
Format and methodology

The thematic panel will be held for a maximum duration of three hours.  The session will be opened and presided by the President of the Human Rights Council.  The High Commissioner for Human Rights will deliver an opening statement and the discussion will be led by the moderator who will introduce panellists, set the framework, guide the discussion and control speaking times, and channel questions as appropriate.  The moderator will also be responsible for concluding the discussion and providing a summary of the main issues discussed.

Panellists will be given 5-7 minutes to speak about their experiences living with or affected by HIV and draw attention to the human rights concerns in the context of the epidemic.  An interactive discussion and question and answer session will follow and will be divided into two segments.  Both segments will provide for the intervention of a maximum of 24 Member States, 2 national institutions and 4 NGOs to provide comments and questions. These interventions should be directly linked to the interventions of panellists. Member States will be given 3 minutes to speak and Observers 2 minutes.  Panellists will be given an opportunity to respond to questions half way through the interactive discussion.  
Member States and observers who wish to provide written statements in connection with this panel discussion are requested to submit them for posting on the extranet.  Those inscribed on the speakers list, but unable to speak due to lack of time will have the opportunity to post their comments/questions on the extranet of the Human Rights Council.
� Commission on Human Rights resolutions 1990/65, 1992/56, 1993/53, 1994/49, 1995/44, 1996/43, 1997/33, 1999/49, 2001/51, 2003/29, 2003/47, 2004/26, 2005/23, 2005/84; and Human Rights Council resolutions/decisions 2/107 12/27 and 16/28.


� Commission on Human Rights resolutions 1995/44 adopted on 3 March 1995 and 1996/43 adopted on 19 April 1996.


� 2011 UNAIDS World AIDS Report
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