The 19th Session of the Human Rights Council
Panel Discussion on
“Sharing of best practices and promoting technical cooperation: paving the way towards the second cycle of the universal periodic review”
Date and Venue
21 March 2012, 12.00-15.00 hrs, Room XX, Palais des Nations, Geneva
Mandate
According to the HRC resolution 18/18 adopted in September 2011, the Council decided “to hold, within the framework of agenda item 10, an annual thematic discussion to promote the sharing of experiences and best practices and technical cooperation in the promotion and protection of human rights” 
The Council also decided that the first discussion, to be held at the 19th session of the Council, shall be based on the theme “sharing of best practices and promoting technical cooperation: paving the way towards the second cycle of the universal periodic review”.
The Council further requested the OHCHR “to liaise with States, relevant United Nations bodies and agencies, relevant special procedures and other stakeholders, including, where applicable, those involved in technical cooperation projects that demonstrate best practices, constructive engagement and positive impact on the ground, with a view to ensuring their participation in the discussion”.
Objectives
· To promote the sharing of best practices, technical cooperation and capacity building among all relevant actors with a view to promote the implementation of  the outcome of the first cycle of the UPR
Speakers
Moderator – Permanent Representative of Thailand (TBC)
Panelists
· Representative of the OHCHR 
· Representative of the UNDP (as coordinator of UN Country Team)
· Representative of the Organisation Internationale de La Francophonie (OIF) 
· Representative of the Kenya Stakeholders Coalition for the Universal Periodic Review (KSC-UPR)
· Representative from NHRIs/NGOs/Regional Organization (TBC)
Format
While the typical format of a panel discussion, i.e.seating and speaking time, will apply to this panel discussion, the sequence of speakers will be adapted in order to reflect the nature of the UPR process, in which States play the central role, especially in the implementation of the accepted UPR recommendations, while other actors, such as, OHCHR, UNDP, regional organization, NHRIs and NGOs, could provide significant support and play complementary roles. 

The sequence of speakers during this panel discussion will be as follows:
1. The panel discussion shall begin with an introductory remark by the moderator. 
2. States (first slot of speakers) shall be given the floor (2-3 minutes each according to the practice of the Council). In order to facilitate the flow of the discussion, it is suggested that States may address the following points, inter alia, in their statements:
· Concrete examples of their experiences and best practices relating to the implementation of the outcome of the first cycle of the UPR 
· Challenges in the implementation of the outcome of the first cycle of the UPR,
· Needs for assistance in the implementation of the outcome of the first cycle of the UPR, 
· Assistance received so far, including assessment and how it can be improved
· Assistance they may wish to offer.
3. The panelists shall be given the floor for 7 minutes each to make presentation. 
· Presentation by the representatives of OHCHR, UNDP and OIF shall focus, inter alia, on (1) what each organization is doing, especially the provision of technical assistance and capacity building, to support States in the implementation of the outcome of the first cycle of the UPR, (2) achievements and lessons learnt from these efforts, and (3) way forward for the engagement of international community to support the implementation of UPR recommendations, as well as (4) to respond to comments or questions made by States.
· Presentation by the representative of KSC-UPR shall focus, inter alia, their experiences and best practices in the collaboration with the government in the implementation of the UPR recommendations.
4. States and other Observers (second slot of speakers) shall be given the floor (2-3 minutes each according to the practice of the Council). Suggested points to be addressed are similar to those for the first slot of speakers.
5. Final responses and answers to comments and questions from the floor by the panelists (3 minutes each). 
6. Closing by the moderator. 
Outcome 
The expected outcomes of this thematic discussion are:
· States and relevant stakeholders will learn from experiences of each other. 
· Possibility for States to get assistance needed will be increased.
· The Council will be better informed of technical assistance and capacity building efforts carried out by OHCHR and UNDP to support States in the implementation of the outcome of the first cycle of the UPR.
· The OHCHR, as the clearing house for technical assistance for the follow up to the UPR, and the UNDP will be better informed of the needs of States and their assessment of the technical assistance and capacity building provided to them.
· Better coordination among UN agencies in the provision of technical assistance to support the implementation of the UPR outcome. 
An informal summary of the discussion shall be prepared by the secretariat and posted on the Extranet.
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