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I. Introduction

In its resolution 6/30, the Human Rights Council reaffirmed the principle of gender equality and the need for the full implementation of the human rights of women. 

In resolution 17/11 (June 2011) the Human Rights Council decided “to include in the annual full-day discussion on women’s human rights, at its twentieth session … the theme of remedies, with a focus on transformative and culturally sensitive reparations for women who have been subjected to violence.” 

States have an obligation to provide just and effective remedies for people who have experienced human rights violations. An essential part of this general obligation is the responsibility to provide just and effective remedies for women subjected to violence. In the context of conflict and post conflict situations, the role of remedies and reparations for women who have been subjected to violence is particularly important in rebuilding war-torn societies, advancing truth and acknowledging the depth of the crimes committed (Basic Principles and Guidelines on the Right to Remedy and Reparation for Victims of Gross Violations of International Human Rights Law and serious violations of International Humanitarian Law). 
The importance of remedies has been affirmed in the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and in other instruments. In its 1993 Declaration on the Elimination of Violence against Women, the General Assembly requested States to ‘exercise due diligence to prevent, investigate and in accordance with national legislation punish acts of violence against women whether those actions are perpetrated by the State or private persons.’ This Declaration requests States to develop penal, civil, labour and administrative sanctions in domestic legislation to punish and redress violence against women. The CEDAW Committee and other human rights mechanisms holders have also urged States to ensure that women who are subjected to violence are informed about and provided with access to the mechanisms of justice and to just and effective remedies for the harm that they have suffered. 
In her report to the Human Rights Council on the topic of reparations to women who have been subjected to violence (A/HRC/14/22), the Special Rapporteur on violence against women, its causes and consequences highlights that reparations cannot be about returning women to the situation in which they were found before the individual instance of violence. Instead, reparations should strive to have a transformative potential. She notes that reparations should aspire, to the extent possible, to subvert instead of reinforce pre-existing patterns of cross-cutting structural subordination, gender hierarchies, systemic marginalization and structural inequalities that may be at the root cause of the violence that women experience. The report further found that implementation of the due diligence obligation to reparations -as recognised by CEDAW remains grossly underdeveloped.
As with all other human rights violations, the form and extent of remedies required in cases of violence against women will depend on the context, the nature and the circumstances of the breach. Development of effective remedies and appropriate reparations for women who experience violence is a complex and developing area of work.  This discussion is an opportunity for Council Members, Observer States, civil society organisations and other stakeholders to assess to what extent existing efforts and experiences address the issues identified in the report by the SRVAW and go in the direction of implementing its recommendations, as well as what are the existing obstacles and challenges. Based on this, the discussions will aim at identifying steps that can be taken by the Human Rights Council and other stakeholders to overcome such obstacles and further promote effective, prompt, just, transformative and culturally sensitive reparations for women who have been subjected to violence in different contexts. 
II.
Focus and objective

The panel discussion will be an opportunity to identify promising practices and challenges in addressing the issues identified in the SR VAW report and in providing effective, prompt, just, transformative and culturally sensitive reparations for women who have been subjected to violence in different contexts. It will also serve an opportunity to identify areas that may require further study/reflection/development. 
In particular, the discussion should:
· Identify good practices and challenges in ensuring women’s effective access to, and responsiveness of, national judicial institutions in all contexts, in particular in countries coming out of conflict. This should include: steps taken to avoid re-victimization/stigmatization and to ensure that reparation addresses pre-existing gender-hierarchies and include measures of rehabilitation and guarantees of non-repetition.
· Examine out of court/administrative reparations programme and successful practices and challenges to ensure that they include women and violations affecting women disproportionately and take into account the gender-nature of the harm suffered. This should include looking at efforts to ensure that: restitution/compensation programmes target the broader community to address issues such as stigmatization; rehabilitation and reintegration initiatives spell out the needs of women victims, ensure women-friendly distribution of services and create new opportunities for women; guarantees of non -repetition challenge the subordination of women; and collective reparations intersect with just reparations for women. It should also address the need for symbolic reparations to take into account stigma and the specific needs of women and analyse the extent to which traditional/religious or community-based approaches are accessible to women and challenge structures of control and discrimination.
· Examine reparations in other contexts such as making reparations for crimes of the past and how such efforts address gender differences and their role in ending impunity. Discussion will also focus on the different approaches taken by Member States with regard to addressing challenges and obstacles for women victims of violence in accessing reparations including follow-up to sentences of international human rights courts and generic compensation schemes for victims of crimes, including violence against women. 
III.
Format of the panel
The panel will take the format of an interactive discussion in order to encourage a sharing of viewpoints while developing a more complex analysis. It will allow for a lively interaction between the panellists and Member States and Observers. 

The Moderator will be responsible for setting the tone of the discussion. After the opening remarks by the High Commissioner for Human Rights, the Moderator will introduce the issue and ask panellists to respond to some questions on issues identified in Section II above. The remainder of the session, divided into two slots, will be dedicated to Member States and Observers to interact with the Panellists. 

Representative of Member and Observer States are encouraged to share concrete examples and experiences on the issues identified in Section II above. 
IV.
Composition of the Panel
Opening statement: 
Madame Navi Pillay, UN High Commissioner for Human Rights
Moderator: 
Ms. Rashida Manjoo, UN Special Rapporteur on violence against women, its causes and consequences 

Panellists:
Farida Shaheed, Special Rapporteur in the field of cultural rights
Carla Ferstman, Director, REDRESS

Chris Dolan, Director, Refugee Law Project
Patricia Guerrero, La Liga de Mujeres Desplazadas 

V.
Outcome

The discussions aims at identifying steps that can be taken by the Human Rights Council and other stakeholders to further promote effective, prompt, just, transformative and culturally sensitive remedies and reparations for women who have been subjected to violence in different contexts. OHCHR will prepare and disseminate a report of the proceedings. 
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