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CONCEPT NOTE 

At its 6th session the Human Rights Council adopted resolution 6/30 entitled, “Integrating the human rights of women throughout the United Nations system,” by which it decided to incorporate into its programme of work an annual discussion on the integration of a gender perspective throughout its work and that of its mechanisms, including the evaluation of progress made and challenges experienced. 

In the past, the following topics were covered during the annual discussions: 

· Integrating a gender perspective into the work of the special procedures of the HRC (2008);
 

· Integrating a gender perspective in the Universal Periodic Review (2009);

· Integrating a gender perspective in the work of the Human Rights Council: lessons-learned, shortcomings and future challenges – 2007-2010 (2010)

· Promoting gender equality as institutional practice: from policy to action (2011)

At its 19th session, the Council requested that the annual discussion on integration of a gender perspective focus on the issue of economic, social and cultural rights of women and the empowerment of women in this regard, including in the context of the achievement of Millennium Development Goals. 

Applying gender analysis to work on economic, social and cultural rights (ESCR) reveals that women suffer violations of their rights in different ways from men. Ensuring full substantive equality between women and men thus requires a comprehensive understanding of women’s situation in reality in terms of the realization of their ESCR, and gender-sensitive measures which would be required to ensure enjoyment of these rights. The way rights are contextualized affects the way that these rights, and violations thereof, are defined and implemented. Without sufficient gender analysis, experience has shown that gender-specific violations, especially against women, tend to be neglected.  
The Millennium Development Goals have been an important catalyst for progress on key areas which are covered by various economic, social and cultural rights. However, the MDGs suffered an important weakness in terms of advancing human rights and women’s rights in particular. Going forward, using gender integration methodologies in identifying priorities for the post-2015 development framework will be critical to strengthening the approach of the United Nations, and the international community as a whole, to sustainable and inclusive development which equally benefits women and men, girls and boys. 
Human rights mechanisms, including the work of the Council, the special procedures mandate holders, and treaty bodies, have a critical role to play in articulating the measures required to achieve women’s substantive equality with men in enjoyment of economic, social and cultural rights. 

Focus and objective

The panel will examine how the Human Rights Council and its subsidiary bodies have integrated a gender perspective in promoting and protecting economic, social and cultural rights, with a focus on particular rights. Lessons learnt from these experiences will inform recommendations for   future work and opportunities for fully integrating gender concerns and human rights into the post-2015 development framework.  
Format of the panel

The panel will adopt an interactive format, with no presentation other than the opening address by the High Commissioner. The moderator will define the scope of the theme and animate a lively discussion by asking a different question to each panelist, who will be given 7 minute slot to answer the question. This exchange will be followed by an interactive session in two sequences, giving voice to comments and questions from Member States and Observers, to which the panelists will reply.

Member States and Observers are encouraged to formulate their statements in terms of questions and sharing of experience in order to stimulate a constructive debate. The interactive discussion will be followed by concluding remarks by the moderator.
In an effort to render the Human Rights Council more accessible to persons with disabilities and to allow them to participate in the work of the Council on an equal basis with others, this panel will be the first event not explicitly focusing on the issue of disability rights which will be made accessible to persons with disabilities. During the debate, sign language interpretation and captioning will be provided and webcasted. Physical accessibility will be promoted through making room facilities wheelchairs friendly. Finally, members of the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and experts with disabilities will be invited to take part in the discussions.
Chair: 


HE Laura Dupuy Lasserre, President of the Human Rights Council
Moderator: 
Ms Radhika Balakrishnan, Executive Director, Center for Women’s Global Leadership, Rutgers University
Opening statement: 
Mr Bacre Ndiaye, Director, Human Rights Council and Special Procedures Division, OHCHR
Panellists:

Mr Moez Doraid, Director, Coordination Division, UN Women

Ms Fátima Duarte, President of the Portuguese Commission for Citizenship and Gender Equality 
Ms Leilani Farha, Director, Member of the International Network on ESCR and Executive Director, Canada without Poverty
Ms Pregs Govender, Deputy Chair, South African Human Rights Commission 
Ms Magdalena Sepúlveda, UN Special Rapporteur on extreme poverty and human rights 

Outcome

The panel will make recommendations to Member States, human rights mechanisms, and UN entities about the use of gender integration methodologies in order to identify measures required for the achievement of substantive equality between women and men, especially in the enjoyment of economic, social and cultural rights. The outcome of the discussions will feed into the report from the High Commissioner on the implementation of resolution (19/5) “Question of the realization in all countries of economic, social and cultural rights” to be presented at the 22nd session of the Council.[image: image1]
� All statements and recommendations can be found at: � HYPERLINK "http://portal.ohchr.org/portal/page/portal/HRCExtranet/9thSession/OralStatements/120908" �http://portal.ohchr.org/portal/page/portal/HRCExtranet/9thSession/OralStatements/120908�


� All statements and recommendations can be found at: � HYPERLINK "http://portal.ohchr.org/portal/page/portal/HRCExtranet/12thSession/OralStatements/280909" �http://portal.ohchr.org/portal/page/portal/HRCExtranet/12thSession/OralStatements/280909�


� All statements and recommendations can be found at: http://portal.ohchr.org/portal/page/portal/HRCExtranet/15thSession/OralStatements


� All statements and recommendations can be found at:


� HYPERLINK "https://remote.ohchr.org/sites/hrc/HRCSessions/RegularSessions/18thSession/Pages/OralStatement.aspx?MeetingNumber=27&MeetingDate=26/09/2011" �https://remote.ohchr.org/sites/hrc/HRCSessions/RegularSessions/18thSession/Pages/OralStatement.aspx?MeetingNumber=27&MeetingDate=26/09/2011�
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