21st Session of the Human Rights Council

Panel discussion to commemorate Nelson Mandela International Day
Room XX, Palais des Nations, Geneva


Date and venue
21 September 2012, 14:00-16:00, Room XX, Palais des Nations

Mandate and background
By its resolution 64/13 of 10 November 2009, the United Nations General Assembly proclaimed 18 July to be Nelson Mandela International Day, to be observed annually beginning 2010. In its resolution 20/18 adopted on 6 July 2012, the HRC recognizing Nelson Mandela’s values and his dedication to the service of humanity in inter alia, the fields of conflict resolution, race relations, reconciliation and promotion and protection of human rights, decided to hold, at its twenty-first session, a high-level panel discussion on how the values of reconciliation, peace, freedom and racial equality can contribute to the promotion and protection of human rights within the United Nations system and other international organisations. 
Focus and objectives

Pursuant to resolution 20/18 of the HRC, panelists will make presentations on how President Mandela’s values of reconciliation, peace, freedom and racial equality can contribute to the promotion and protection of human rights and how the human rights system could benefit from the approach followed by President Mandela which was to protect and promote human rights without distinction as to race, colour or national or ethnic origin.
Furthermore, the panelists will provide examples of how the promotion and protection of human rights has been advanced by the values of reconciliation, peace, freedom and racial equality in their societies or personal experiences. 

Opening statement: 
High Commissioner for Human Rights 
Chairperson: 

President of the Human Rights Council
Panelists: 


· Mr Francis Gurry, Director-General. WIPO

· H.E. Jean-Marie Ehozou, Ambassador, Permanent Delegation of the African Union to the United Nations and International Organizations in Geneva
· Mr. Andries Nel, Deputy Minister of Justice and Constitutional Development, South Africa
Format

The event will start and conclude with the screening of two videos on the life of Mandela and his appearances at the UN respectively. 

The opening addresses and the presentations by the panelists will be followed by an interactive discussion. This discussion will be divided, in principle, into two slots of 60 minutes each. The modalities of the panel are: 7 minutes for panelists, followed by comments and questions from the floor. Member States will be allocated 3 minutes speaking time and 2 minutes for Observers. 15 minutes will be set aside for panelists to make their concluding remarks/comments/observations. Depending on the number of speakers inscribed, the moderator may adjust the speaking time appropriately in order to enhance the interactive nature of the discussion. The interactive debate will be followed by concluding remarks by the moderator/chairperson.

Outcome

Reconciliation, peace, freedom and racial equality are values that President Mandela espouses and which formed the bedrock of his public life. The discussion will serve to highlight the importance of these values in the fields of conflict resolution, race relations, promotion and protection of human rights, reconciliation, gender equality and the rights of children and other vulnerable groups, as well as the upliftment of poor and underdeveloped communities. The interactions will aim to inspire the audience to emulate President Mandela’s approach in using reconciliation, peace, freedom and racial equality to advance the promotion and protection of human rights, including the mainstreaming of these values in the programmes of the UN agencies and other international organisations.   
Background documents

· Resolution of the General Assembly proclaiming Nelson Mandela International Day (A/RES/64/13)

· Resolution 20/18 of the Human Rights Council deciding to convene a high-level panel discussion on how the values of reconciliation, peace, freedom and racial equality can contribute to the promotion and protection of human rights, during its 21st session (A/HRC/20/18).
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