

 23rd session of the Human Rights Council

ANNUAL FULL-DAY DISCUSSION ON WOMEN’S HUMAN RIGHTS
Room XX------Palais des Nations, Geneva

Date: 5 June 2013 
09:00-18:00
In accordance with resolution 6/30, the Human Rights Council holds an annual full day of discussion on women’s rights. The discussions at the 23rd session of the Human Rights Council will take stock of progress made in the elimination of violence against women over the past 20 years and will identify remaining gaps and emerging challenges that should inform the agenda of the Human Rights Council and of the international community in the future. Building on these discussions, recommendations will focus on the strengthening and promotion of implementation of existing legal frameworks. 

The Annual Full-Day discussions will be divided into two panels. The first panel discussion (09:00-12:00) will recall the conceptual shift that took place at the Vienna World Conference- where the elimination of violence against women in private and public life was recognized as a human rights obligation- as well as subsequent developments until the recently concluded  57th session of the Commission on the Status of Women. The Panellists will reflect on historical barriers and challenges in shaping violence against women as a human rights issue, lessons learned as well as recurring challenges. 
Building on the conclusions of the first panel, the afternoon discussion (15:00-18:00) will make recommendations on priorities for the future, with emphasis on the work of the Human Rights Council and other relevant intergovernmental processes. The panel will devote specific attention to the importance of holistic frameworks that address all forms of violence against women in an over-arching manner and the need for strengthened synergies and linkages at the international level for greater effectiveness and accountability. 
The Special Rapporteur on violence against women, its causes and consequences, Ms. Rashida Manjoo will moderate the full day discussion. 
Panel 1: Taking stock of efforts to eliminate violence against women, from the Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action to the 57th session of the Commission on the Status of Women (CSW)
09:00-12:00
I. Focus and objective

The Vienna Declaration and Program for Action (VDPA) placed heavy emphasis on eliminating all forms of gender-based violence
  noting that the elimination of violence against women in public and private life is a human rights obligation. The World Conference further endorsed the draft of the Declaration on the Elimination of Violence against Women (DEVAW), which the General Assembly adopted shortly thereafter and recommended the creation of the mandate of the Special Rapporteur on violence against women, its causes and consequences. In the outcome documents of subsequent international Conferences and intergovernmental fora, including the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action and the recently adopted Agreed Conclusions of the 57th session of the Commission on the Status of Women (CSW), States have reaffirmed that violence against women is the outcome of gender discrimination that shapes social, economic, cultural and political structures and have made commitments towards its elimination.

Twenty years after the VDPA, this panel will be an opportunity to take stock of progress made since 1993, recall existing legal and political frameworks for the elimination of violence against women, and identify remaining and emerging challenges towards its full implementation. The panel will recollect the history and challenges in framing violence against women as a human rights issue and not as private matter and the continuing challenges in ensuring that the issue remains an international concern. In this regard, the panel will discuss recurring challenges and lessons learned, particularly with regard to the harmful application of gender stereotypes, the intersection between culture, tradition and religion in efforts to address violence against women, the role of men and boys in challenging societal norms and stereotypes that condone discrimination and violence. 
The discussions will reflect on some of the following issues:
· How did the VDPA represent a turning point for “the violence against women agenda”?
· What were the historical barriers and challenges associated with bringing the issue of violence against women to the attention of the international community? 
· How have subsequent and related developments reinforced and complemented the VDPA?

· How has CSW 57th contributed to the identification of remaining gaps and emerging issues? 

· What are the recurring and emerging challenges and barriers in addressing violence against women from a human rights perspective? 

· How should the lessons learned from the past 20 years of struggle inform the future priorities of the international community?
II. Composition of the Panel

· Opening statement: 


1. Ms. Navi Pillay High Commissioner for Human Rights 
Moderator: Rashida Manjoo, Special Rapporteur on violence against women, its causes and consequences

· Panellists:
1. Ms. Patricia Schulz, member of the CEDAW Committee
2. Ms. Mona Zulficar, Vice-Chair of the HRC Advisory Committee; women’s rights expert
3. Ms. Florence Butegwa, Representative to Ethiopia (OIC), and Representative to the African Union and UNECA, UN Women 
4. Ms. Simone Cusack, Senior Policy and Research Officer, Australian Human Rights Commission; Author and Expert on Gender Stereotyping 
5. Juan Carlos Areán, Member of the Secretary-General’s Network of Men Leaders senior program director at the Family Violence Prevention Fund (FVPF)

III. Format of the panel

The panel will take the format of an interactive discussion in order to encourage a sharing of viewpoints. 

After the opening remarks by the Deputy High Commissioner for Human Rights, the Moderator will ask panellists to respond to some questions on issues identified. The remainder of the session will be dedicated to Member States and Observers to interact with the Panellists. 

Representative of Member and Observer States are encouraged to share concrete examples and experiences on the issues identified in Section I above. 

IV. Outcome

OHCHR will draft a summary of the discussions. 

Panel 2: Setting Priorities for the Future: Strengthening the Work of the Human Rights Council and other Inter-governmental Bodies and Processes in the area of violence against women
Room XX------ Palais des Nations, Geneva

Date: (15:00 – 18:00)
I. Focus and objective
Building on the morning’s discussions and on the conclusions and recommendations contained in the last report of the Special Rapporteur on Violence against Women, its causes and consequences (A/HRC/23/49) on state responsibility for eliminating violence against women, the panel will be an opportunity to identify key priorities for future action. In particular, the panel will be an opportunity to look at complementary and mutually reinforcing streams of work on the issue of violence against women and identify strategies and priorities to increase the synergies and linkages within the Human Rights Council and between the latter other intergovernmental bodies and processes in promoting and supporting implementation of States’ obligations and commitments towards the elimination of violence against women. 
The discussion will inter-alia be informed by recommendations submitted by to the Human Rights Council by the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) on how to create and/or strengthen linkages and synergies between the mechanisms of the Human Rights Council, and also with other relevant intergovernmental processes on the issue of violence against women and girls (A/HRC/23/25). 
The discussions will reflect on some of the following issues:
· What are the recurring and emerging challenges in promoting the implementation of the existing human rights framework for the elimination of violence against women?

· What are the current streams of work and accountability frameworks at the international level on violence against women? 

· What should be the priorities of the Human Rights Council and its mechanisms in the area of violence against women? 

· What concrete steps can be taken to strengthen synergies and linkages between existing processes for greater effectiveness? 
II. Composition of the Panel

· Opening statement: 


2. Ms. Flavia Pansieri, Deputy High Commissioner for Human Rights
· Moderator: Ms. Rashida Manjoo, UN Special Rapporteur on violence against women, its causes and consequences 
· Panellists
1. Ms. Zainab Bangura, SRSG on Sexual Violence in Conflict
2. Mr. Sandeep Chawla, Deputy Executive Director, UNODC. 
3. Ms. Patience Stephens, Director of the Intergovernmental Support Division, UN WOMEN
4. Prof. Marilou McPhedran, Institute for International Women's Rights at The University of Winnipeg Global College, Canada
III. Format of the panel
The panel will take the format of an interactive discussion. 

The Moderator will be responsible for setting the tone of the discussion. After the opening remarks by the High Commissioner for Human Rights, the Moderator will introduce the issue and ask panellists to respond to some questions on issues identified. The remainder of the session will be dedicated to Member States and Observers to interact with the Panellists. 

Representative of Member and Observer States are encouraged to share concrete examples and experiences on the issues identified in Section I above. 

IV. Outcome

OHCHR will draft a summary of the discussions.  
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