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Ladies and Gentlemen,

I have the honour to present to you, pursuant to Human Rights Coune1l 1‘esolut1on
22/33 the actlvmes and recommendatrons of the open—ended mtergovernmental workin g
. group to cons1der the poss1b1l1ty of elaborating an 1nternat1onal regulatory framework on the
' regulatlon momtormg and oversi ght of the act1v1t1es of pr1vate mtlltary and securrty

compames

Over the course of 1ts work so far the mtergovernmental workmg group has
g addressed a range of i 1ssues and challenges relatmg to the effectwe regulatlon of the aet1v1t1es
N of prlvate mlhtary and securrty compames Durmg the th1rd session from 21 to 25 July 2014

' delegatlons reaffirmed the shared goal of proteetmg human rights and ensuring accountablllty |

o for V1oIat1ons and abuses related to the act1v1t1es of private military and security compames

There was WJdespread agreement about gaps in the current regulatory framework not least
‘because only very few States have specrﬁc 1eg1s]atron on prlvate 1n1htary and securlty
companies. Efforts to ensure regulauon through voluntary selfwregulatory mechanisms were

. st1ll being rolled out. -

The fourth session, Whrch took place from 27 Aprll to l May 2015, confirmed that the .
- issue under review by the 1ntergovernmental workmg group hias many different facets ITwas.
encouraged by the good level of part1e1patron by more than 50 delegatlons from States and
other stakeholders. Our _d1seussmns were ennched by excellent presentatrons delivered by

expert_s, including the Chairperson of the Working Group on the use of mercenaries on the

X




use of merceparies as a means of v1olat1ng human r1ghts and 1mped1ng the eXererse of the _
right of peoples to self~determination; by the Under—Seeretary~General of the United Nations
-Department of Safety and Seeunty, by the Director of Securlty in Complex Envrronrnents
Group;. and by a senjor rescarcher i in mternatronal law I beheve that their participation.

. contributed meaningfully to the subsequent dxseussmns and dellberatrons by the

: mtergovernmental workmg group on the complex1ty of the 1ssues

: The 1ntergovernmental Workmg group, at the end of its 4t sessron adopted
eonclus1ons and reeommendatrons in which 1t (quote) “noted the muln faceted and dlverse
issues rarsed throughout its th1rd and fourth sessmns These mcluded the dlstrnctlon between -

the aet1v1t1es of prtvate mthtary companles and private securlty oompanles measures for
regrsterlng, heenemg and contraetlng prlvate mrhtary and securrty compames ensurrng
' accountablhty and provision of assistance and remedles for v1et1ms possrbthty ofan
‘ mternatlonal regulatory framework; spemﬁertles of regulatmg sea based prrvate securlty
_actlvrtles ‘and the use of pnvate seeurlty comparnes by the Unlted Natlons The
1ntergovernrnental workmg group noted’ the 1n1t1at1ves undertaken by vartous stakeholders
related to’ those 1ssues, whlle h1gh11ght1ng the ehallenges that remam The 1ntergovern1nental
- -:workmg gioup will eontmue 1ts work on the above mentloned 1ssues and also recommends -

'furlher con51deratton of related human rlghts 1ssues > (unquote)

v .

The report to the Human Rrghts Courlcrl also 1ncludes language that I had suggested

- _ | as Cha]rperson of the mtergovernmental workmg group (A/I-]RC/30/47 para. 77) for’

L consrderatron by the 1ntergovernmental worklng group in the adopt1on of 1ts conclusrons and
recommendanons Desplte the approval by some delegatlons th1s addltronal language

' ultrmately dld not ﬁnd eonsensus As requested the report also reproduees the conoludlng

. remarks of the European Union (1n annex 1D, and of the Afrrcan Group (m annex III)

_ Whlle the fourth sess1on has shown that dlfferenees in opmton eontmue to pers1st I
E '_would lrl{e to underhne the Importance of contmumg to work together m a eonstructlve and

posmve manner’ and would hke to thank everyone for thelr cooperatron and assrstanee

The fifth. sessron of the mtergovernmental worklng group, pursuant to Human Rrghts
_Counell resolut1on 28/7 has been scheduled to take place from 23 t027 May 2016. I am
- Alookmg forward to workmg with the regronal eoordmators fo develop a programme of work

' that strll{es a fair balanee between everyone 8 suggesttons and expeetatlons

Many thanks for your kmd attentlon



