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Thank you Mr. Chair,
My name is Dickens Kamugisha, speaking on behalf of AFIEGO, NAPE/Friends of the Earth Uganda and Friends of the Earth International.

Currently, in Uganda, we are facing a challenge whereby the oil company Total from France is violating communities’ rights to land and the environment as it conducts its oil activities.

Total is displacing thousands of communities without fair and prior compensation, and is also threatening to destroy national parks, rivers, lakes, wetlands, forests...

We have filed cases in Uganda to stop the violations and end this impunity, but it is clear that our domestic judicial system lacks independence. The judges fear the politicians and the powerful companies.

We are now about to file a case against Total in court in France, based on the French Duty of Vigilance law and we hope it will give us justice where Ugandan courts have failed.
We appreciate that article 7 of the revised draft provides the possibility to pursue justice in the home countries of TNCs. But clearer wording about the liability chain between parent companies and their subsidiaries and value chain should be sought. Moreover, a provision on connected claims should be added thus enabling action against several corporations and entities collectively responsible for violations before the same court.


Besides this, a clause on forum necessitatis, which already exists in many countries should be added, as well as a clause disallowing forum non conveniens.

We propose that a clause should be added to the effect that where complaints fail to be redressed at a national level, the victim should have the right to file a complaint in an international court, clearly established by this instrument.

On Article 9, the current draft text does not clearly and specifically address the issue of conflict between different national laws. We propose that the choice of applicable law should be the choice of the affected persons and/or the law most protective of victim’s rights.
