Annex III

Biographical data form of candidates to the Subcommittee on Prevention of Torture (SPT)
Name and first name: Carmen Comas-Mata Mira
Date and place of birth: 29th April 1971, Madrid (Spain)
Working languages: Spanish (mother tongue), English and French. Oral and written comprehension of Italian and Portuguese
Professional background: She is currently the Head of International Relations of the Spanish Ombudsman.

• Formerly Director of the Cabinet of the 1st Deputy, and later of the Ombudsman. She has been responsible for the coordination of relevant work areas such as Defense and Interior, Justice and Domestic Violence, Immigration or Economy and Finance.
• She has also participated in the preparation of the institution reports for its accreditation and re-accreditation before the UN (GANHRI) as a national human rights institution (NHRI) of A status. She has also coordinated and actively participated in the preparation of Ombudsman reports, such as the “Situation of Spanish prisoners abroad”, or various NPM Annual Reports.

• Head of the National Mechanism for the Prevention of Torture (MNP) Unit, under her responsibility the operation of this unit was implemented, the staff training was carried out, and more than 400 visits to places of detention were made.

• She was the expert appointed by the Spanish Agency of International Cooperation and Development (AECID) in 2011, to help ratify the Optional Protocol to the Convention against Torture (OPCAT) in Peru. She has also participated as a representative of the institution in various projects of the Council of Europe concerning the strengthening of national human rights structures and European NPMs.

• As a fieldworker, she has visited Spanish prisoners abroad, in addition to places of detention in Spain, so she has had the opportunity to check the situation of prisons in Latin-America, Europe and some countries in Asia and Africa.

Current position/function:

• Head of International Affairs of the Spanish Ombudsman Office.

• Technical Secretariat of the Latin-American Ombudsman Federation (FIO), forum for cooperation, and execution of policies for the promotion and dissemination of human rights, which brings together more than 100 Ombudsman Offices in the region, of which several are NPMs.
Educational background:

- Law Degree. Autonomous University of Madrid (1989-1994)

- Master in European Community Law. Autonomous University of Madrid (1996-1997)

- Specialist Course on the Prevention of Torture (2006). University of Oxford, organized by the APT (Association for the Prevention of Torture)

Other relevant courses

- Specialist in supervision of return operations for migrants in an irregular situation (ICPD-UE-FRONTEX, Lisbon 2017)

- Electoral observation course (Diplomatic School of Spain, 2009)
Main professional activities:

- In charge of preparing international cooperation projects, she has been the leader of 4 Twinning projects of the EU for the strengthening of the Ombudsmen of Kazakhstan, Armenia, the Republic of North Macedonia (where she helped to launch the NPM) and Turkey. She has also participated in more than 20 EU TAIEX training programs for other Ombudsmen, NPMs and NHRI.

- Executes the Ombudsman's policies in international matters through its relations with international institutions (UN, EU, Council of Europe, OSCE-ODHIR) and also with other counterpart institutions and working networks such as the Association of Mediterranean Ombudsmen (AOM), in which the Ombudsman holds the 1st Vice Presidency.
Other main activities in the field relevant to the mandate of the Subcommittee on Prevention of Torture:

• Responsible for the monitoring of FRONTEX repatriation flights organized by Spain, she is also part of the FRONTEX pool of monitors.

• She has been taking care of the situation of Spanish prisoners abroad since 2001, the year in which she began to visit prisons abroad, in order to alleviate the situation of special vulnerability suffered by foreigners in prison.
List of most recent publications in the field relevant to the mandate of the Subcommittee on Prevention of Torture:

“La situación de los presos españoles en el extranjero”. Rev. Servicios Sociales  y Política Social (Dic- 2015) Vol. XXXII (109), 7-8. Págs 63 y ss. 

“La protección de los derechos humanos por las defensorías del pueblo”. Capítulo Cooperación internacional. El trabajo de las defensorías del pueblo en colaboración con otros actores. Guillermo Escobar (Coord). Ed Dykinson. (Madrid 2011)

 “Informe sobre los Derechos de la Mujer”. Federación Iberoamericana de Ombudsman (2004)

“Informe sobre Migraciones”. Federación Iberoamericana de Ombudsman (2003)

More than 50 conferences given on behalf of the Ombudsman. Many of them about the National Mechanism for the Prevention of Torture, such as:

• “Pros and cons of the various institutional options between the use of an existing body or the creation of a new one in the design of the National Mechanism for the Prevention of Torture of the OPCAT. The experience of the Spanish Ombudsman”. University of Padua (Italy), February 2008.

• “The Ombudsman as MNP. The application of the Optional Protocol to the Convention against Torture of the United Nations” Serbia (Belgrade), from March 23 to 25, 2009

• “Performance of NHRIs as MNPs”. Zacatecas (Mexico) July 2016

Other merits and recognitions

Member of the Steering Committee of the Chair of Democracy and Human Rights (University of Alcalá) between 2010 and 2017, entity with functions in the field of research, with special attention to projects of comparative study of the mechanisms of promotion, protection and guarantee of human rights and the strengthening of the Rule of Law, particularly in the Latin-American area. The Chair develops teaching tasks and study programs for official education and for University-specific degrees on human rights and strengthening the Rule of Law.

Spanish Police merit medal
