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Name and first name: 
SVEAASS, NORA

Date and place of birth: Oslo, 11 December 1949

Working languages: English / Norwegian / Portuguese / Spanish 

Current position:

Associate Professor at Department of Psychology, University of Oslo. Specialist in clinical psychology, with special focus on victims of torture.

Main professional activities:

Follow-up of special issues after eight years in the Committee Against Torture, in particular the right to redress, rehabilitation for victims of torture, the importance of documenting torture, in the form of lectures, participation in expert meetings and writing articles.  
Responsible for research project on Transitional Justice in Peru and Argentina with focus on the experiences of survivors seeking remedy. Involved in research project with Human Rights Centre, UC Berkeley School of Law, on Improving Victim Participation and Witness Protection in the International Criminal Court. Teaching and research in position as Associate Professor (clinical work with refugees, victims of trauma, transitional justice, sexual violence against women etc.).

Recently finalised a manual on mental health work for women exposed to sexual violence in armed conflict, published by Health and Human Rights Info. 

Various lectures and presentations on torture, sexual violence and mental health outside the university.
Educational background:

2001
Dr. psychol., University of Oslo

1975
Psychology degree (Cand.Pschol.), Department of Psychology, Faculty of Social Sciences, University of Oslo

Other main activities in the field relevant to the mandate of the treaty body concerned:
· Chair of studies committee at the Department of Psychology, University of Oslo, 2010–14. 
      

· Chair of Human Rights Committee of the Norwegian Psychological Association, 1998–2014.

· Expert witness in war criminal case conducted in Norway (2008) and in case on redress and rehabilitation in the Inter-American Court of Human Rights (2013).   

· Member of expert working groups in Ministry of Health and Directorate of Immigration on documentation of torture, the Istanbul Protocol and identification of vulnerable asylum seekers. 

· Invited to speak at conferences and congresses in Essex, UK, 2009, 2012; Vienna, Austria, 2011; Hong Kong, 2012; Seoul, South Korea, 2013.

· Directed workshops on sexual violence against women in Colombia (2013), Cambodia (2014), Jordan (2014). 

· Extensive lecturing on human rights and psychology, rehabilitation of torture victims, transitional justice, family reunification in Norway and abroad.

List of most recent publications in the field:

Books:
Sveaass, N., Lund, K., Kofoed Olsen, B. & Ekeløve-Slydal, G. (2011). Protecting and promoting human rights in Norway. Review of the Norwegian Centre for Human Rights in its Capacity as Norway’s National Human Rights Institution. UD/SMR, 2011.
Brekke, J-P., Sveaass, N., & Vevstad, V. (2010).  Sårbare asylsøkere i Norge og EU. Rapport Institutt for samfunnsforskning. Nr. 14 (Vulnerable Asylum Seekers in Norway and EU)

Articles:

Sveaass, N., Agger, I., Anne-Margrethe Sønneland, Elsass, P. & Hamber, B. (2014). Surviving gross human rights violations: exploring survivors’ experience of justice and reparation. In S. Cooper and K. Ratele (eds.). Psychology Serving Humanity. Volume II: Western Psychology, p. 66–84. Psychology Press, Taylor & Francis group.
Sveaass, N., Gaer, F. & Grossman, C. Rehabilitation in Article 14 of the Convention Against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment. In T.Gray, L. McGregor &  C.Sandoval (eds.). Rehabilitation and Transitional Justice. The Essex Transitional Justice Network at the University of Essex. Accepted for publication.
Sveaass, N. (2013). Gross human rights violations and reparation under international law: approaching rehabilitation as a form of reparation. European Journal of Psychotraumatology. ISSN 2000-8066. 4(17191)

Iversen, V., Morken, G. & Sveaass, N. (2012). The role of trauma and psychological distress on motivation for foreign language acquisition among refugees. International Journal of Culture and Mental Health.  ISSN 1754-2863. . doi: 10.1080/17542863.2012.695384. 

Sveaass, N. (2011). Trauma: Individual and group. In D. J. Christie (Ed.), Encyclopedia of Peace Psychology. Hoboken, New Jersey: Wiley-Blackwell. 

Stige. S. & Sveaass, N. (2010). Living in exile when disaster strikes at home. Torture: Journal on Rehabilitation of Torture Victims and Prevention of Torture, 20 (2), 76–91
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