	SECOND PART: APPLICATION FORM IN WORD

Special Rapporteur on extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary executions 
[HRC res. 26/12]
Appointments of mandate holders to be made at the 32nd session 
of the Human Rights Council (13 June – 1 July 2016)



How to apply: 

The entire application process consists of two parts: 1. online survey and 2. application form in Word format. Both parts and all sections of the application form need to be completed and received by the Secretariat before the expiration of the deadline. 

First part: Online survey (http://ohchr-survey.unog.ch/index.php/891483?lang=en) is used to collect information for statistical purposes such as personal data (i.e. name, gender, nationality), contact details, mandate applying for and, if appropriate, nominating entity. 

Second part: Application form in Word can be downloaded from http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/SP/Pages/HRC32.aspx by clicking on the mandate. It should be fully completed and saved in Word format and then submitted as an attachment by email. Information provided in this form includes a motivation letter of maximum 600 words. The application form should be completed in English only. It will be used as received to prepare the public list of candidates who applied for each vacancy and will also be posted as received on the OHCHR public website. 

Once fully completed (including Section VII), the application form in Word should be submitted to hrcspecialprocedures@ohchr.org (by email). A maximum of up to three reference letters (optional) can be attached in Word or pdf format to the email prior to the expiration of the deadline. No additional documents, such as CVs, resumes, or supplementary reference letters beyond the first three received will be accepted. 

Please note that for Working Group appointments, only citizens of States belonging to the specific regional group are eligible. Please refer to the list of United Nations regional groups of Member States at http://www.un.org/depts/DGACM/RegionalGroups.shtml
· Application deadline: 14 april 2016 (12 noon GMT) 

· No incomplete or late applications will be accepted. 

· Shortlisted candidates will be interviewed at a later stage. 

General description of the selection process is available at http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/SP/Pages/Nominations.aspx 
In case of technical difficulties, or if encountering problems with accessing or completing the forms, you may contact the Secretariat by email at hrcspecialprocedures@ohchr.org  or fax at + 41 22 917 9008.
You will receive an acknowledgment email when both parts of the application process, i.e. the data submitted through the online survey and the Word application form, have been received by email.

Thank you for your interest in the work of the Human Rights Council.
I. PERSONAL DATA

	1. Family name: Melzer                                                                       
	6. Year of birth: 1970

	2. First name: Nils                                                                     
	7. Place of birth: Zürich, Switzerland

	3. Maiden name (if any): ---                                                               
	8. Nationality (please indicate the nationality that will appear on the public list of candidates): Swiss

	4. Middle name: Joachim                                                                            
	9. Any other nationality: Swedish

	5. Sex:   FORMCHECKBOX 
 Male       FORMCHECKBOX 
 Female
	


II. MANDATE - SPECIFIC COMPETENCE / QUALIFICATIONS / KNOWLEDGE
NOTE: Please describe why the candidate’s competence / qualifications / knowledge is relevant in relation to the specific mandate:
1. QUALIFICATIONS (200 words)

Relevant educational qualifications or equivalent professional experience in the field of human rights; good communication skills (i.e. orally and in writing) in one of the six official languages of the United Nations (i.e. Arabic, Chinese, English, French, Russian, Spanish.)

a) Education: I hold a Master degree and a PhD in Law (summa cum laude), both from the University of Zürich. My doctoral thesis "Targeted Killing in International Law" (Oxford University Press, 2008) received the "Guggenheim Prize" and was the first book examining the method of targeted killing not only under humanitarian law, both also in great detail under the customary and treaty law of human rights. 
b) Teaching: Since 2009, I have been teaching graduate courses and lectures on the international legal standards governing the use of force in law enforcement, counter-terrorism and hostilities at the Geneva Academy of International Humanitarian Law and Human Rights, at the University of Zürich, and at the Geneva Centre for Security Policy. 
c) Publications: I have authored numerous works on human rights law and humanitarian law in contemporary situations of violence. 
d) Experience: I have extensive experience in the practical promotion, verification, and implementation of international human rights and humanitarian law standards, including in complex operational and political circumstances, most notably as Legal Adviser and Deputy Head of Delegation for the International Committee of the Red Cross. 
e) Languages: I have excellent oral and written command of English, French and German, good oral skills in Swedish and Serbian, and basic knowledge of Albanian.

2. RELEVANT EXPERTISE (200 words)

Knowledge of international human rights instruments, norms and principles. (Please state how this was acquired.)

Knowledge of institutional mandates related to the United Nations or other international or regional organizations’ work in the area of human rights. (Please state how this was acquired.)

Proven work experience in the field of human rights. (Please state years of experience.)

My expertise in international human rights instruments, norms and principles stems from extensive academic research, in conjunction with 17 years of professional practice relevant to the protection of the human right to life, including:  
a) Practice-oriented research and policy advice, including the conduct of high-level expert processes, on the clarification and implementation of existing international legal standards governing the use of force in law enforcement, counter-terrorism and military hostilities, in all of the following functions: (1) ICRC Legal Adviser, (2) Research Director of the Swiss Competence Centre for Human Rights, University of Zürich, (3) Senior Fellow for Emerging Security Challenges at the Geneva Centre for Security Policy, and (4) Senior Adviser to the Swiss Federal Department of Foreign Affairs.
b) Twelve years of operational experience as Legal Adviser to the ICRC, promoting and monitoring respect for human rights and humanitarian law in situations of violence and directly advising various States and Organizations on the practical implementation of the relevant rules and principles.
c) Knowledge of international institutions: My various functions involved regular close contact and cooperation with interlocutors from Governments, International Organizations (UNHRC, UNHCR, OHCHR, EU, NATO, OSCE etc.) and NGO (Amnesty International, Human Rights Watch, Human Rights First, etc.). 

3. ESTABLISHED COMPETENCE (200 words)

Nationally, regionally or internationally recognized competence related to human rights. (Please explain how such competence was acquired.)

I am internationally recognized as a leading expert on human rights law governing the use of force in law enforcement, counter-terrorism and armed conflict. As mentioned above, my Oxford monograph "Targeted Killing in International Law" received the Guggenheim Prize and was the first book comprehensively analyzing targeted killing (a key topic falling within the Special Rapporteur's Mandate) not only as a method of warfare but also of law enforcement. I also authored the ICRC's acclaimed "Interpretive Guidance" clarifying the legal status of civilians participating in hostilities. Moreoever, various national, international and private institutions and organizations asked me to testify, to draft studies, training manuals and textbooks, or to otherwise share my expertise. Among numerous other examples, the Colombian Government asked me to serve as expert adviser for a new "Manual de Derecho Operacional" for police and military forces (2008), the European Union Parliament mandated me to draft a legal and policy study on "Human Rights Implications of the Usage of Drones and Unmanned Robots in Warfare"(2013), and both the UNSG Advisory Body on Disarmament Matters and the Conference on Certain Conventional Weapons asked me to testify as an independent legal expert on "Lethal Autonomous Weapons" (2014), which by now has also become a key area of concern for the Special Rapporteur.
4. PUBLICATIONS OR PUBLIC STATEMENTS
Please list significant and relevant published books, articles, journals and reports that you have written or public statements, or pronouncements that you have made or events that you may have participated in relation to the mandate.
4.1 Enter three publications in relation to the mandate for which you are applying in the order of relevance:

1. Title of publication: "Targeted Killing in International Law" (Monograph)
Journal/Publisher: Oxford University Press
Date of publication: 2008
Web link, if available: <https://global.oup.com/academic/product/targeted-killing-in-international-law-9780199533169?cc=ch&lang=en&>
2. Title of publication: "Human Rights Implications of the Usage of Drones and Unmanned Robots in Warfare" 
Journal/Publisher: European Union Parliament
Date of publication: 2013
Web link, if available: <http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/etudes/join/2013/410220/EXPO-DROI_ET(2013)410220_EN.pdf>
3. Title of publication: "Interpretive Guidance on the Notion of Direct Participation in Hostilities"
Journal/Publisher: International Committee of the Red Cross
Date of publication: 2009
Web link, if available: <https://www.icrc.org/eng/assets/files/other/icrc-002-0990.pdf>
If more than three publications, kindly summarize (200 words): 
Selected additional Monographs, Articles, Studies & Book Chapters:  

4) “Conceptual Distinction and Overlaps between Law Enforcement and the Conduct of Hostilities” chapter in: Fleck/Gill(eds.) Handbook of the International Law of Military Operations (Oxford, 2010 & 2nd ed. 2015).

5) “Keeping the Balance between Military Necessity and Humanity”, NYU Journal of International Law and Politics (Vol. 42:3), 2010.  

6) “Targeted Killing or Less Harmful Means? Israel’s High Court Judgment and the Restrictive Function of Military Necessity”, TMC Asser Yearbook of IHL (Vol. 9), 2008. 

7) “Bolstering the Protection of Civilians in Armed Conflict”, chapter in: Cassese (ed.), Realizing Utopia – The Future of International Law (Oxford, 2012)  

8) “The Principle of Distinction between Civilians and Combatants”, chapter in: Clapham/Gaeta(eds.), Oxford Handbook of Int'l Law in Armed Conflict (Oxford, 2014).
9) “Civilian Participation in Armed Conflict”, entry in: Max Planck Encyclopedia of Public International Law (2010).
10) ICRC, “International Humanitarian Law - a Comprehensive Introduction” (Textbook, forthcoming 2016)  

11) “Cyberwarfare and International Law”, UNIDIR Resources (2011).  
12) With Michael N. Schmitt (ed.) et al., “Tallinn Manual on the International Law Applicable to Cyber Warfare” (Cambridge, 2013).   

4.2 Enter three public statements or pronouncements made or events that you may have participated in relation to the mandate for which you are applying in the order of relevance:

1. Platform/occasion/event on which public statement/pronouncement made: Testimony on "Human Rights Implications of the Usage of Drones and Unmanned Robots in Warfare" 
Event organizer: European Union Parliament
Date on which public statement/pronouncement made: Bruxelles, 25.04.2013
Web link, if available: <http://www.europarl.europa.eu/ep-live/en/committees/video?event=20130425-0900-COMMITTEE-DROI>
2. Platform/occasion/event on which public statement/pronouncement made: Moderator Role in Panel Discussion "Legal Issues of New Technologies"
Event organizer: International Committee of the Red Cross
Date on which public statement/pronouncement made: Geneva, 25.03.2014
Web link, if available: <https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oh4eS3OIHbs>
3. Platform/occasion/event on which public statement/pronouncement made: Book launch "Targeted Killing in International Law"
Event organizer: Graduate Institute (IHEID), Geneva
Date on which public statement/pronouncement made: Geneva, 16.10.2008
Web link, if available: <http://www.dailymotion.com/video/x7nz0y_nils-melzer-part-i_news>


If more than three, kindly summarize (200 words): 
Selected Public Statements:
4)  American Society of International Law, Expert Panel "Drone Technology and Humanitarian Law Implications", Washington DC, 25.03.2011. Link: <http://www.c-span.org/video/?c2266877/clip-drone-technology-humanitarian-law-implications&start=16>
5) US Naval War College, Panel Discussion: "Civilianization of War-Fighting",  International Law Conference, Newport, 22-24.06.2010. Link: <https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3zysYoOOkvo>.
6) CCW: "Legal Implications of Lethal Autonomous Weapons Systems", Convention on Certain Conventional Weapons (CCW), Meeting of Experts on Lethal Autonomous Weapons, Palais des Nations, Geneva, 13-16.05.2014.
7) Chatham House: “Autonomous Military Technologies”, Policy and Governance for Next  Generation Defence Systems, London, 24/25.02.2014.  

8) CCW Presidency: "Seminar on Lethal Autonomous Robots", Palais des Nations, Geneva, 03.09.2013.  

9) UN Secretary General's Advisory Board on Disarmament Matters: Briefing on legal  implications of drones and autonomous weapons, Palais des Nations, 26.06.2013 

10) UN Human Rights Council, Intergovernmental WG on Private Military and Security Companies: Expert testimony on “Existing Specific Initiatives including the Montreux Document and the International Code of Conduct”, Palais des Nations, 14.08.2012.  

11) German Bundestag: Testimony "Gezielte Tötungen", Berlin, 04.06.2012.   

5. flexibility/readiness and AVAILABILITY of time (200 words)

to perform effectively the functions of the mandate and to respond to its requirements, including participating in Human Rights Council sessions in Geneva and General Assembly sessions in New York, travelling on special procedures visits, drafting reports and engaging with a variety of stakeholders. (Indicate whether candidate can dedicate an estimated total of approx. three months per year to the work of a mandate.)
As Human Rights Chair at the Geneva Academy, I have the institutional and personal independence, as well as the flexibility and time to assume all of the functions and tasks associated with the mandate of the Special Rapporteur.
III. Motivation Letter (600 word limit)
To me, the rule of law and the right to life constitute the most fundamental achievements of humanity. The standards, procedures and mechanisms we employ to protect these achievements speak to the stage of maturity we have reached on the level of national States, but also of the international community as a whole. History has shown that, without the rule of law, human society quickly descends into anarchy or tyranny governed by arbitrariness and brute force. And without the right to life, individual children, women and men lack the most basic sense of security indispensable for their mental, physical and social well-being. Ultimately, therefore, the rule of law and the right to life are absolute prerequisites for human dignity and for international peace and security, both of which lie at the heart of the UN Charter.

It is this strong sense of urgency and absolute priority, which has guided me throughout my professional career: From my work with countless victims of violence in refugee camps, prisons and areas of hostility, to my interventions on their behalf up to the highest levels of government, royalty, and military command. And from my academic teaching and writing, to my diplomatic efforts of reaffirming, safeguarding and developing the law in light of the challenges arising in contemporary situations of violence. 

The primary focus of my work have always been the legal standards governing the use of force in the grey-zone between law enforcement and armed conflict including, most notably, counter-terrorism, counter-insurgency, counter-piracy and counter-narcotics. My academic thinking and writing is generally recognized to have made a significant contribution to the legal debate in this respect. 

Thus, my Oxford monograph "Targeted Killing in International Law" (2008) has not only been awarded the Guggenheim Prize, but has also become the seminal standard work on the human rights implications of targeted killing worldwide, and has been prominently referred to, among many others, by previous Special Rapporteurs (Alston and Heyns). Perhaps even more influential for international military and legal practice has been the ICRC's "Interpretive Guidance" clarifying the legal status of civilians directly participating in hostilities (2009), which I authored after directing a high-level expert process involving more than 50 renowned legal experts for six years. As indicated elsewhere in my application, I have also been regularly asked to provide expert testimonies and advice on the human rights implications of new means and methods of conflict and violence, and of new technologies such as cyber and autonomous weapons, by institutions such as the European Union Parliament, the UN Human Rights Council, the Convention on Certain Conventional Weapons, UNIDIR, the UNGA First Committee, and NATO.

Throughout my career, I have always aimed to practice the highest standards of integrity, objectivity, neutrality, impartiality, and confidentiality. My strict adherence to these working principles, as well as to the fundamental values of humanity and intercultural respect, have successfully guided me through some of the most complex, difficult and even dangerous situations and have gained me the trust and respect of all my interlocutors, from individual victims to the highest authorities. 

Overall, I believe that I have the professional experience and expertise, as well as the personal character and credibility required for the Mandate here in question. Moreover, my academic position offers me the independence and flexibility that are necessary for this function. I would therefore consider it a professional privilege and a personal honour to serve the Human Rights Council, the International Community and, last but not least, the countless children, women and men affected by conflict and violence as the next Special Rapporteur on Extrajudicial, Summary or Arbitrary Executions.

IV. LANGUAGES (READ / WRITTEN / SPOKEN)
Please indicate all language skills below.  

1. Mother tongue: German
2. Knowledge of the official languages of the United Nations:
Arabic: Yes or no: No   If yes,

Read: Easily or Not easily:      
Write: Easily or Not easily:      
Speak: Easily or Not easily:      
Chinese: Yes or no: No   If yes,

Read: Easily or not easily:      
Write: Easily or not easily:      
Speak: Easily or not easily:      
English: Yes or no: Yes   If yes,


Read: Easily or not easily: Easily
Write: Easily or not easily: Easily
Speak: Easily or not easily: Easily
French: Yes or no: Yes   If yes,

Read: Easily or not easily: Easily
Write: Easily or not easily: Easily
Speak: Easily or not easily: Easily

Russian: Yes or no: No   If yes,

Read: Easily or not easily:      
Write: Easily or not easily:      
Speak: Easily or not easily:      
Spanish: Yes or no: No   If yes,


Read: Easily or not easily:      
Write: Easily or not easily:      
Speak: Easily or not easily:      
V. EDUCATIONAL RECORD
NOTE: Please list the candidate’s academic qualifications (university level and higher).
	Name of degree and name of academic institution:
	Years of attendance

(provide a range from-to, for example 1999-2003):
	Place and country:

	 Doctor of Law (PhD), University of Zürich
	2004-2007
	Zürich, Switzerland

	Master of Law, University of Zürich
	1991-1997
	Zürich, Switzerland

	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     


VI. EMPLOYMENT RECORD

NOTE: Please briefly list ALL RELEVANT professional positions held, beginning with the most recent one. 
	Name of employer,
functional title,
main functions of position:
	Years of work
(provide a range from-to, for example 1999-2005):
	Place and country:

	1. Geneva Academy of International Humanitarian Law and Human Rights. Human Rights Chair. Main Functions: Graduate level teaching, research projects and academic outreach.


	 Since 2016
	Geneva, Switzerland

	2. Swiss Federal Department of Foreign Affairs, Political Directorate, Division for Security Policy. Senior Adviser. Main functions: Strategic advice on the national and international regulation of private security services, autonomous weapons systems and cyber security.


	2015-2016
	Bern, Switzerland

	3. Geneva Centre for Security Policy. Senior Fellow and Senior Advisor. Main functions:  Responsibility for the Centre’s professional training, research and policy dialogue in the area of international law and emerging security challenges.

4. Steering Committee, International Code of Conduct for Private Security Service Providers. Member and Civil-Society Representative. Main functions: Developing an independent governance and oversight mechanism for the Code. 
5. Swiss Competence Centre for Human Rights, University of Zürich. Research Director. Main functions: Teaching, research projects, and stakeholder contacts focusing on implementing international standards and best practices on corporate business and human rights. 
6. Geneva Academy of International Humanitarian Law and Human Rights. Lecturer and Swiss Chair of International Humanitarian Law. Main Functions: Graduate level teaching, research projects and academic outreach.


	 2012-2014

2011-2013

2011-2012
2009-2013

	Geneva, Switzerland

Geneva, Switzerland & International
Zürich, Switzerland
Geneva, Switzerland


	7. International Committee of the Red Cross. Legal Adviser, Deputy Head of Delegation, Delegate. Main functions: Operational and strategic legal advice and training with particular focus on: use of force standards, business and IHL, and new weapons technologies. Directing multi-annual expert processes. Representation of the ICRC in high-level academic, military and governmental circles. Management and conduct of field missions aiming to promote and monitor compliance with humanitarian and human rights standards in armed conflicts and other situations of violence worldwide.
	1999-2011
	Geneva, Switzerland, and Field Operations  (Balkans, Middle East, Afghanistan, Colombia, Brazil, etc.)


VII. COMPLIANCE WITH ETHICS AND INTEGRITY PROVISIONS 
(of Human Rights Council resolution 5/1)
To be completed by the candidate or by the nominating entity on his/her behalf.
1. To your knowledge, does the candidate have any official, professional, personal, or financial relationships that might cause him/her to limit the extent of their inquiries, to limit disclosure, or to weaken or slant findings in any way? If yes, please explain.
No.
2. Are there any factors that could either directly or indirectly influence, pressure, threaten, or otherwise affect the candidate’s ability to act independently in discharging his/her mandate? If yes, please explain:

No.
3. Is there any reason, currently or in that past, that could call into question the candidate’s moral authority and credibility or does the candidate hold any views or opinions that could prejudice the manner in which she/he discharges his mandate? If yes, please explain:
No.
4. Does the candidate comply with the provisions in paragraph 44 and 46 of the annex to Human Rights Council resolution 5/1?

Para. 44: The principle of non-accumulation of human rights functions at a time shall be respected.
Para. 46: Individuals holding decision-making positions in Government or in any other organization or entity which may give rise to a conflict of interest with the responsibilities inherent to the mandate shall be excluded. Mandate holders will act in their personal capacity.
Yes, I comply. I do not hold any other human rights function at the national, regional or international level, and also do not hold any decision-making position in Government or any other organization or entity which could give rise to a conflict of interest. As the Human Rights Chair of the Geneva Academy, my professional activities are those typically carried out by academics, including teaching, training, research, and publishing. I also carry out occasional expert testimonies and other independent advisory work, both paid and unpaid, and have a small (one-man) advisory firm for that purpose, mainly for social insurance reasons. Three typical examples of recent advisory work include: (1) Authoring a Textbook on International Humanitarian Law for the ICRC; (2) Authoring a Legal and Policy Study for the European Union Parliament on "Human Rights Implications of the Usage of Drones and Unmanned Robots in Warfare"; (3) Expert advice on developing a training tool for Officers of the Swiss Armed Forces on "The international legal responsibility of military commanders". All my academic and advisory work is carried out on a strictly independent, neutral, impartial and non-political basis with the sole aim of furthering the international rule of law. It does not give rise to any conflict of interest with the functions of the Special Rapporteur. 
5. Should the candidate be appointed as a mandate holder, he/she will have to take measures to comply with paragraphs 44 and 46 of the annex to Council resolution 5/1. In the event that the current occupation or activity, even if unpaid, of the candidate may give rise to a conflict of interest (e.g. if a candidate holds a decision-making position in Government) and/or there is an accumulation of human rights functions (e.g. as a member of another human rights mechanism at the international, regional or national level), necessary measures could include relinquishing positions, occupations or activities. If applicable, please indicate the measures the candidate will take.
No measures are necessary.
****
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