	SECOND PART: APPLICATION FORM IN WORD

Special Rapporteur on extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary executions 
[HRC res. 26/12]
Appointments of mandate holders to be made at the 32nd session 
of the Human Rights Council (13 June – 1 July 2016)



How to apply: 

The entire application process consists of two parts: 1. online survey and 2. application form in Word format. Both parts and all sections of the application form need to be completed and received by the Secretariat before the expiration of the deadline. 

First part: Online survey (http://ohchr-survey.unog.ch/index.php/891483?lang=en) is used to collect information for statistical purposes such as personal data (i.e. name, gender, nationality), contact details, mandate applying for and, if appropriate, nominating entity. 

Second part: Application form in Word can be downloaded from http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/SP/Pages/HRC32.aspx by clicking on the mandate. It should be fully completed and saved in Word format and then submitted as an attachment by email. Information provided in this form includes a motivation letter of maximum 600 words. The application form should be completed in English only. It will be used as received to prepare the public list of candidates who applied for each vacancy and will also be posted as received on the OHCHR public website. 

Once fully completed (including Section VII), the application form in Word should be submitted to hrcspecialprocedures@ohchr.org (by email). A maximum of up to three reference letters (optional) can be attached in Word or pdf format to the email prior to the expiration of the deadline. No additional documents, such as CVs, resumes, or supplementary reference letters beyond the first three received will be accepted. 

Please note that for Working Group appointments, only citizens of States belonging to the specific regional group are eligible. Please refer to the list of United Nations regional groups of Member States at http://www.un.org/depts/DGACM/RegionalGroups.shtml
· Application deadline: 14 april 2016 (12 noon GMT) 

· No incomplete or late applications will be accepted. 

· Shortlisted candidates will be interviewed at a later stage. 

General description of the selection process is available at http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/SP/Pages/Nominations.aspx 
In case of technical difficulties, or if encountering problems with accessing or completing the forms, you may contact the Secretariat by email at hrcspecialprocedures@ohchr.org  or fax at + 41 22 917 9008.
You will receive an acknowledgment email when both parts of the application process, i.e. the data submitted through the online survey and the Word application form, have been received by email.

Thank you for your interest in the work of the Human Rights Council.
I. PERSONAL DATA

	1. Family name: Sun                                                                       
	6. Year of birth: 1969

	2. First name: Shiyan                                                                     
	7. Place of birth: Jilin Province, China

	3. Maiden name (if any):                                                                     
	8. Nationality (please indicate the nationality that will appear on the public list of candidates): China

	4. Middle name:                                                                                  
	9. Any other nationality: N/A

	5. Sex:   FORMCHECKBOX 
 Male       FORMCHECKBOX 
 Female
	


II. MANDATE - SPECIFIC COMPETENCE / QUALIFICATIONS / KNOWLEDGE
NOTE: Please describe why the candidate’s competence / qualifications / knowledge is relevant in relation to the specific mandate:
1. QUALIFICATIONS (200 words)

Relevant educational qualifications or equivalent professional experience in the field of human rights; good communication skills (i.e. orally and in writing) in one of the six official languages of the United Nations (i.e. Arabic, Chinese, English, French, Russian, Spanish.)

I have been awarded a Bachelor of Law (1991), a Master of Law in International Law (1994) and a Doctor of Law in International Law (1999). I was one of the first two Chinese doctorates to specialise in international human rights law. I also studied one year at the Netherlands Institute of Human Rights (SIM) as a visiting doctoral student.

In addition to Chinese, I am fluent in English. I was a visiting professor at Raoul Wallenberg Institute of Human Rights and Humanitarian Law (RWI) in Sweden for one year and the working language was English. I also offered lectures and courses in English in China, Germany, Norway and Thailand, and gave presentations in Canada, Japan, the United Kingdom, the United States and Uzbekistan and at numerous international conferences and workshops. I have published several articles in English. I participated in various training programmes in cooperation with Nordic human rights institutions in China, of which the working language is English. I have extensive contacts with high-level human rights experts around the world. With these experiences, I have accumulated an excellent communication capability and skills in English.

2. RELEVANT EXPERTISE (200 words)

Knowledge of international human rights instruments, norms and principles. (Please state how this was acquired.)

Knowledge of institutional mandates related to the United Nations or other international or regional organizations’ work in the area of human rights. (Please state how this was acquired.)

Proven work experience in the field of human rights. (Please state years of experience.)

Since the starting of my doctoral programme in 1996, I have dedicated my entire career to human rights research, education and practice.

As a professor of international law and the head of the Research Department of International Human Rights Law at the Institute of International Law of the Chinese Academy of Social Sciences (CASS), I have extensive knowledge of international human rights, primarily at the United Nations level. I have written and/or edited a few books and published dozens of articles on human rights. My lectures and presentations in many countries and at various occasions also relate to human rights. In many training courses for university teachers and legal practitioners in China I usually undertook the part of introducing the United Nations human rights norms and mechanisms, including the special procedure system.

I participated in a training programme of UN human rights system for Chinese stake-holders in 2007 in Geneva. I took part in drafting China’s first report under the UPR in 2008. I submitted a shadow report to the CEDAW Committee in 2009 and participated in meetings of the Human Rights Council as a representative of the Chinese Society for Human Rights Studies in 2013 and 2015. 

3. ESTABLISHED COMPETENCE (200 words)

Nationally, regionally or internationally recognized competence related to human rights. (Please explain how such competence was acquired.)

My recent appointment as the head of the Research Department of International Human Rights Law at the Institute of International Law of CASS, the top research institution in China, indicates national recognition of my academic competence. 

The RWI, the Norwegian Centre for Human Rights and the Danish Institute of Human Rights, sponsored me to organise the first training course of human rights for Chinese university teachers in 2001. I was also invited to give lectures on the following courses (2002-2007) and to serve as a member of the advisory group to the Annual Human Rights Teachers’ Meeting (2008-2014), organised by the same institutions. I also gave lectures on the ICCPR to Chinese prosecutors in a programme organised by RWI and the National Prosecutor’s College (2012-2015). 

I have been invited to give lectures and speeches in various countries, including one year of a visiting professorship in Sweden. Most recently, in 2015, I gave a speech in the session of “To Reaffirm Fundamental Human Rights”, together with Messrs Tawanda Mutasah and Bertrand Ramcharan, at the conference “United Nations at 70: International Law and the Achievement of UN Aims ”, hosted by Chatham House in partnership with the UN Office of Legal Affairs.

4. PUBLICATIONS OR PUBLIC STATEMENTS
Please list significant and relevant published books, articles, journals and reports that you have written or public statements, or pronouncements that you have made or events that you may have participated in relation to the mandate.
4.1 Enter three publications in relation to the mandate for which you are applying in the order of relevance:

1. Title of publication: The Restriction and Abolition of the Death Penalty: International Developments and Trends Viewed from the Relevant United Nations Reports and Resolutions (in Chinese)
Journal/Publisher: Global Law Review
Date of publication: September 2015
Web link, if available: http://xueshu.baidu.com/s?wd=paperuri%3A%28bec4c3f619875d80365b21491bc86883%29&filter=sc_long_sign&tn=SE_xueshusource_2kduw22v&sc_vurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.docin.com%2Fp-1395649627.html&ie=utf-8
2. Title of publication: The Publicity of the Information on the Death Penalty: The Requirements of the United Nations and Responses of China (in Chinese)
Journal/Publisher: Journal of Comparative Law
Date of publication: November 2015
Web link, if available: http://mall.cnki.net/onlineview/MagaView.aspx?fn=BJFY201506*1*; http://www.iolaw.org.cn/showArticle.aspx?id=4630
3. Title of publication: The Obligations of State Parties under the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (in Chinese)
Journal/Publisher: Social Sciences Academic Press
Date of publication: October 2012
Web link, if available: http://books.ssap.com.cn/mallstore/Store_BookContent.aspx?f_id=5F18896A8667F1B0F70937D484561AEA
If more than three publications, kindly summarize (200 words): In addition to the above-mentioned publications, I have extensively published books and articles on the ICCPR, human rights education, customary international human rights law, relations between international human rights law and domestic law, reservations to human rights treaties, practice of the European Court of Human Rights and so on. Among them, two articles are about the concept of “most serious crimes” in relation to the death penalty, one book compiles human rights cases in China and around the world (including cases of the right to life), and three articles are in English, on the problem of the Chinese text of the ICCPR, China’s possible ratification of the ICCPR and the status of NGOs in the context of human rights, respectively. I also translated, alone or in cooperation with others, a few books of human rights from English into Chinese, including the CCPR Commentary by Manfred Nowak.
4.2 Enter three public statements or pronouncements made or events that you may have participated in relation to the mandate for which you are applying in the order of relevance:

1. Platform/occasion/event on which public statement/pronouncement made: Research Fellow's Forum Speech, "The Restriction and Abolition of the Death Penalty: International Developments and Trends"
Event organizer: Institute of Law and Institute of International Law, CASS
Date on which public statement/pronouncement made: 10 March 2015
Web link, if available: http://www.iolaw.org.cn/showNews.aspx?id=44376
2. Platform/occasion/event on which public statement/pronouncement made: Training Course for Chinese Prosecutors, "Articles 9 and 14 of the ICCPR"
Event organizer: RWI, Prosecutor's College of Hubei Province
Date on which public statement/pronouncement made: 25 March 2015
Web link, if available: N/A
3. Platform/occasion/event on which public statement/pronouncement made:      
Event organizer:      
Date on which public statement/pronouncement made:      
Web link, if available:      
If more than three, kindly summarize (200 words):      
5. flexibility/readiness and AVAILABILITY of time (200 words)

to perform effectively the functions of the mandate and to respond to its requirements, including participating in Human Rights Council sessions in Geneva and General Assembly sessions in New York, travelling on special procedures visits, drafting reports and engaging with a variety of stakeholders. (Indicate whether candidate can dedicate an estimated total of approx. three months per year to the work of a mandate.)
As a full time academic I enjoy considerable degree of flexibility with my time. The CASS is basically a research institution, with minimum teaching undertaking, and the Institute of Law of the CASS agrees that I can have a rather flexible working schedule to combine my job as a researcher at the Institute and as a mandate holder, and render any support necessary for performing the latter role. I am therefore able to dedicate three months per year required to perform the functions of the mandate and to commit any additional time if necessary. I have abundant experience in international travelling. I can adapt to various situations and work productively with relevant stakeholders. I can travel to Geneva, New York and on special procedure visits whenever necessary. I have also written numerous reports in relation to human rights for various institutions, including the RWI and the Norwegian Centre for Human Rights.
III. Motivation Letter (600 word limit)
I became interested in human rights when I was in college in the late 1980s. I began my studies of human rights when I became one of the first two Chinese doctoral students to specialise in international law of human rights (the only one at the Graduate School of CASS) in 1996. Ever since, I have spent my entire career working for human rights. Most of my professional activities, including research, lecturing, training activities, consultative service, academic outreach and so on, are related to human rights. Even though most of my activities have been aimed at promoting human rights in China, I am fully aware that human rights are universal and every one committed to human rights must bear in mind the human rights situations around the world. I believe serving as a special procedure mandate holder will be an excellent opportunity to contribute to the protection and promotion of human rights of everyone in the world. 

In my career as a human rights scholar for two decades, I have accumulated considerable knowledge of international human rights, not only of the substantive norms, but also of the Charter-based and treaty-based mechanisms. I have published a number of books and articles on human rights. I have also amassed a more than adequate experience of working with human rights issues, including discussion of human rights with people from different political, social and cultural backgrounds. My experiences of human rights field work may not be the most abundant; however, I am fully prepared to combine my knowledge and skills acquired in the past with the functions of the mandate. 

The right to life is the supreme right of human beings. No one shall be arbitrarily deprived of his/her life or sentenced to death and executed without due process. However, extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary executions are still rampant worldwide. It is therefore necessary for the United Nations to continue its activities against extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary executions, especially in the context of armed conflicts, law enforcement, anti-terrorism, and the use of the death penalty, and in relations to the killings by non-state actors, impunity and accountability. My understanding of the mandate is that it should thoroughly examine all the threats to the right to life and how and why extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary executions take place, gather and respond to relevant information, and make pertinent policy and legal recommendations to the United Nations with a view to combating and eliminating this abhorrent practice of violating the inherent right to life.

In recent years, I have done research on the death penalty and published several articles on the issue, as a preparation for a book on the right to life in international law. In doing this research, I have thoroughly examined all United Nations documents in relation to the death penalty, including all the reports by the five special rapporteurs on extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary executions, and the Secretary-General’s reports on the death penalty to the General Assembly, the ECOSOC, the Commission on Human Rights, and the Human Rights Council. I therefore have an adequate knowledge of the evolution of the standards, practice and problems relating to the right to life, death penalty and extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary executions, and will be able to put the knowledge into practice.

I understand that independence is a key to the role of a special procedure mandate holder. As a self-nominated applicant, I will make every effort to maintain my independence if appointed. 

I believe I have the necessary experience, aptitude, time and dedication for the Mandate of the Special Rapporteur on extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary executions.

IV. LANGUAGES (READ / WRITTEN / SPOKEN)
Please indicate all language skills below.  

1. Mother tongue: Chinese
2. Knowledge of the official languages of the United Nations:
Arabic: Yes or no: No   If yes,

Read: Easily or Not easily:      
Write: Easily or Not easily:      
Speak: Easily or Not easily:      
Chinese: Yes or no: Yes   If yes,

Read: Easily or not easily: Easily
Write: Easily or not easily: Easily
Speak: Easily or not easily: Easily
English: Yes or no: Yea   If yes,


Read: Easily or not easily: Easily
Write: Easily or not easily: Easily
Speak: Easily or not easily: Easily
French: Yes or no: No   If yes,

Read: Easily or not easily:      
Write: Easily or not easily:      
Speak: Easily or not easily:      

Russian: Yes or no: No   If yes,

Read: Easily or not easily:      
Write: Easily or not easily:      
Speak: Easily or not easily:      
Spanish: Yes or no: No   If yes,


Read: Easily or not easily:      
Write: Easily or not easily:      
Speak: Easily or not easily:      
V. EDUCATIONAL RECORD
NOTE: Please list the candidate’s academic qualifications (university level and higher).
	Name of degree and name of academic institution:
	Years of attendance

(provide a range from-to, for example 1999-2003):
	Place and country:

	Doctor of Law, Graduate School of the Chinese Academy of Social Sciences
	1996-1999
	Beijing, China

	Visiting Doctoral Student, Netherlands Institute of Human Rights, Utrecht University
	1997-1998
	Utrecht, 

The Netherlands


	Master of Law, Law School of Jilin University
	1991-1994
	Changchun, China

	Bachelor Law, Law School of Jilin University (Summa Cum Laude)
	1987-1991
	Changchun, China


VI. EMPLOYMENT RECORD

NOTE: Please briefly list ALL RELEVANT professional positions held, beginning with the most recent one. 
	Name of employer,
functional title,
main functions of position:
	Years of work
(provide a range from-to, for example 1999-2005):
	Place and country:

	Institute of International Law, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Research Fellow, Professor, head of the Research Department of Public International Law (2004-2016) and head of the Research Department of International Human Rights Law (from 2016)
	2004-present
	Beijing, China

	Royal Institute of International Affairs (Chatham Hose), Visiting Fellow, research on the Human Rights Council
	September-December 2015
	London, UK

	Raoul Wallenberg Institute of Human Rights and Humanitarian Law, Lund University, Visiting Professor, lectures to human rights master programmes and various training programmes
	2003-2004
	Lund, Sweden

	China Programmes of Raoul Wallenberg Institute and Norwegian Centre for Human Rights, Consultant to various projects 
	2001-present (various)
	China


VII. COMPLIANCE WITH ETHICS AND INTEGRITY PROVISIONS 
(of Human Rights Council resolution 5/1)
To be completed by the candidate or by the nominating entity on his/her behalf.
1. To your knowledge, does the candidate have any official, professional, personal, or financial relationships that might cause him/her to limit the extent of their inquiries, to limit disclosure, or to weaken or slant findings in any way? If yes, please explain.
 No
2. Are there any factors that could either directly or indirectly influence, pressure, threaten, or otherwise affect the candidate’s ability to act independently in discharging his/her mandate? If yes, please explain:

No
3. Is there any reason, currently or in that past, that could call into question the candidate’s moral authority and credibility or does the candidate hold any views or opinions that could prejudice the manner in which she/he discharges his mandate? If yes, please explain:
No
4. Does the candidate comply with the provisions in paragraph 44 and 46 of the annex to Human Rights Council resolution 5/1?

Para. 44: The principle of non-accumulation of human rights functions at a time shall be respected.
Para. 46: Individuals holding decision-making positions in Government or in any other organization or entity which may give rise to a conflict of interest with the responsibilities inherent to the mandate shall be excluded. Mandate holders will act in their personal capacity.
No accumulation or conflicts applicable
5. Should the candidate be appointed as a mandate holder, he/she will have to take measures to comply with paragraphs 44 and 46 of the annex to Council resolution 5/1. In the event that the current occupation or activity, even if unpaid, of the candidate may give rise to a conflict of interest (e.g. if a candidate holds a decision-making position in Government) and/or there is an accumulation of human rights functions (e.g. as a member of another human rights mechanism at the international, regional or national level), necessary measures could include relinquishing positions, occupations or activities. If applicable, please indicate the measures the candidate will take.
Not applicable.
****
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