	SECOND PART: APPLICATION FORM IN WORD FORMAT
Special Rapporteur on the rights to freedom of peaceful assembly and of association [HRC res. 32/32] 

Appointment to be made by the Human Rights Council at the 34th session 

of the Human Rights Council (27 February - 24 March 2017)



How to apply: 

The entire application process consists of two parts: 1. online survey and 2. application form in Word format. Both parts and all sections of the application form need to be completed and received by the Secretariat before the expiration of the deadline. 

First part: Online survey (http://ohchr-survey.unog.ch/index.php/397559?lang=en) is used to collect information for statistical purposes such as personal data (i.e. name, gender, nationality), contact details, mandate applying for and, if appropriate, nominating entity. 

Second part: Application form in Word can be downloaded from http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/SP/Pages/HRC34.aspx by clicking on the mandate. It should be fully completed and saved in Word format and then submitted as an attachment by email. Information provided in this form includes a motivation letter of maximum 600 words. The application form should be completed in English only. It will be used as received to prepare the public list of candidates who applied for each vacancy and will also be posted as received on the OHCHR public website. 

Once fully completed (including Section VII), the application form in Word should be submitted to hrcspecialprocedures@ohchr.org (by email). A maximum of up to three reference letters (optional) can be attached in Word or pdf format to the email prior to the expiration of the deadline. No additional documents, such as CVs, resumes, or supplementary reference letters beyond the first three received will be accepted. 

Please note that for Working Group appointments, only citizens of States belonging to the specific regional group are eligible. Please refer to the list of United Nations regional groups of Member States at http://www.un.org/depts/DGACM/RegionalGroups.shtml
· Application deadline: 16 NOVEMBER 2016 (12 noon GREENWICH MEAN TIME / gMT) 

· No incomplete or late applications will be accepted. 

· Shortlisted candidates will be interviewed at a later stage. 

General description of the selection process is available at http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/SP/Pages/Nominations.aspx 
In case of technical difficulties, or if encountering problems with accessing or completing the forms, you may contact the Secretariat by email at hrcspecialprocedures@ohchr.org  or fax at + 41 22 917 9008.
You will receive an acknowledgment email when both parts of the application process, i.e. the data submitted through the online survey and the Word application form, have been received by email.

Thank you for your interest in the work of the Human Rights Council.
I. PERSONAL DATA

	1. Family name: Ruiz-Restrepo                                                                       
	6. Year of birth: 1971

	2. First name: Adriana                                                                     
	7. Place of birth: Cali, Colombia

	3. Maiden name (if any):                                                                     
	8. Nationality (please indicate the nationality that will appear on the public list of candidates): Colombian

	4. Middle name: Patricia                                                                            
	9. Any other nationality: None

	5. Sex:  Female
	


II. MANDATE - SPECIFIC COMPETENCE / QUALIFICATIONS / KNOWLEDGE
NOTE: Please describe why the candidate’s competence / qualifications / knowledge is relevant in relation to the specific mandate:
1. QUALIFICATIONS (200 words)

Relevant educational qualifications or equivalent professional experience in the field of human rights; good communication skills (i.e. orally and in writing) in one of the six official languages of the United Nations (i.e. Arabic, Chinese, English, French, Russian, Spanish.)

I have lived and worked in Europe, United States, Latin America and episodically in the Middle East, hence I communicate fluently in Spanish, English and French and began learning arabic. I graduated from  law school in Universidad de los Andes in Bogota and then studied in Assas (Paris 2) Administrative law and Political Science. I have continued my education in international and constitutional human rights, and the public an private law that is pertinent  to organized civil society by taking courses on NGOs and Development, Advocacy for Policy Reformand the Constitutionalization of ordinary law. Because organized civil society crystallizing as not-for-profit organizations of a social and solidarity economy (whether  juridicized or not) is not  yet an autonomous area of law in thesis and praxis, I consider most of my inter-cultural research, experience and reflection in the promotion and defense of civil society throughout twenty years as an integral part of my education. The use of human rights to approach problems and craft solutions  is the basis of  my work in the promotion of empowerment of people trapped in poverty within the market, campaigning for the civic and solidaristic betterment of democracy, strenghthening  the role of CSOs in the realm of justice and in the constitutional, fiscal and penal defense of CSOs from legal and regulatory restriction. 
2. RELEVANT EXPERTISE (200 words)

Knowledge of international human rights instruments, norms and principles. (Please state how this was acquired.)

Knowledge of institutional mandates related to the United Nations or other international or regional organizations’ work in the area of human rights. (Please state how this was acquired.)

Proven work experience in the field of human rights. (Please state years of experience.)


Understanding and learning to use human rights began in the National Constituent Assembly of 1991 which established Colombia as a Social Rule of Law country and then in the Constitutional Court where  I worked as part of the team responsible for supporting Justice Cepeda's decisions regarding the abstract review of the law and actio certiorari of writs of human rights protection. Later in UNODC I was responsible of the counter human trafficking pilot project in the Americas  based in Bogota which sought to secure human rights of victimswhile bettering the prosecution of national and transnational organized crime (Palermo Protocol). Hosted by UNDP, the Commission on Legal Empowerment of the Poor, gave me the chance to learn more about the intersection of the economy and human rights and the structural importance of  freedom of assembly and of association to boost development and facilitate information, agency and capacity to step out of poverty and end barriers of social discrimination. Voluntary work in the field defending movements and associations of vulnerable sectors of society has allowed me to understand the importance of securing the right to have rights within the system, as opposed to assistentialim and compassion solutions only. The Colombian peace process just like the Arab spring in which I have taken part or been involved actively, deepened my understanding of the right to peaceful assembly.

3. ESTABLISHED COMPETENCE (200 words)

Nationally, regionally or internationally recognized competence related to human rights. (Please explain how such competence was acquired.)

My competence in understanding and contributing to the theory and praxis of the human right or freedom of assembly and of association could be better established by my colleagues in the international, regional and national spheres of my work and  fora in which I have participated as a member or expert stakeholder ( ISTR, EMES, ICNL, CIVICUS, WIEGO,TSI Project, the Global NPO coalition on FATF Recommendation 8, among others. As a way of example I served as international adviser to ICNL from 2005 to 2015 and 10 years ago in  Civicus I stressed the need for reinforced juridical protection tothe international human rights on which civil society depends. Regionally, I believe my competence in defending the rights of movements and associations of vulnerable civil society vis-a-vis their regulatory exclusion and market marginalization is established particularly within case law protecting  waste pickers associations. The impact of the work in in human rights within criminal justice was distiguished by a UN21 commendation and being invited as a stakeholder of the TSI project defining the Third Sector in Europe demosntrates my commitmente with protecting the values of Civil Society. The redefinition of not-for-profit organizations as for-alterity organizations in theory and the system to secure transparency and trustworthiness has been incorporated in Colombian law and admitted by CSOs increasingly.      
4. PUBLICATIONS OR PUBLIC STATEMENTS
Please list significant and relevant published books, articles, journals and reports that you have written or public statements, or pronouncements that you have made or events that you may have participated in relation to the mandate.
4.1 Enter three publications in relation to the mandate for which you are applying in the order of relevance:

1. Title of publication: La Re-definición de la Entidades Sin Animo de Lucro por su ánimo de alteridad en el Estatuto Tributario Colombiano
Journal/Publisher: LEGIS 
Date of publication: 12-09-2016
Web link, if available: http://bit.ly/2e9cNkJ
2. Title of publication: A LEGAL EMPOWERMENT STRATEGY  FOR  L ATIN  AMERICAN  POOR 
Journal/Publisher: UNDP-OGC Discussion Paper 6 
Date of publication: March 2009
Web link, if available: http://bit.ly/2g7dOGl
3. Title of publication: Active without recognition: Obstacles to development of the Colombian third sector
Journal/Publisher: IJNL
Date of publication: 2007
Web link, if available: http://bit.ly/2gDFpCr
If more than three publications, kindly summarize (200 words):  Estado y ONGs: Estudio de una formula juridica de articulacion del espacio público ciudadano y publico estatal. (Tesis de Grado Uniandes, 1995) http://bit.ly/2diADcd; La Defensa de la Sociedad Civil Estudio en Leyes y Regulaciones Que Rigen Las Organizaciones de La Sociedad Civil en Colombia http://bit.ly/2f7hgnq;  Dimensión desconocida: solidaridad desprestigiada  (Revista Semana, 2004 )http://bit.ly/2gktQiY; Presidente & ONG: una pelea mal casada (Revista Semana, 2005 ) http://bit.ly/2faMCte ; Ruiz-Restrepo recomendaciones al FMI, Misión 2014 http://bit.ly/2e1KDYU ; 2012 Aplicación de la Teoria de la Alteridad Juridica en la Reforma Tributaria Estructural de Colombia, http://bit.ly/2dmN0z2 ; Le Role du Droit dans le Tiers Secteur (ISTR EMES, 2005) http://bit.ly/2fq0LODL;Las ONGs un Nuevo Actor en lo Público, Uniandes, Volver a los Andes, http://bit.ly/2fV2Mq4;War, Art and Peace: about the Colombian Referendum and the peace agreement (Equal times,30 sept 2016);http://bit.ly/2gjbdIA; El momento de la Sociedad Civil (El Nuevo Siglo,2016) http://bit.ly/2gDMPWp;Sobre cómo hacer algo o Panorama de Desarrollo desde la Sociedad Civil  (RGS-Presidencia de la Republica, 2004)http://bit.ly/2gDKRVQ
4.2 Enter three public statements or pronouncements made or events that you may have participated in relation to the mandate for which you are applying in the order of relevance:

1. Platform/occasion/event on which public statement/pronouncement made: Civisol's position FATF Recommendation  8.  
Event organizer: iGlobal NPO Coalition      
Date on which public statement/pronouncement made: 2016
Web link, if available: http://bit.ly/2giH4wv
2. Platform/occasion/event on which public statement/pronouncement made: On the Need of a Civil Society Rights Charter for protecting Third Sector Space of NPOs/NGO 
Event organizer: CIVICUS World Assemby     
Date on which public statement/pronouncement made: 2006
Web link, if available:  http://bit.ly/2fuDuOQ
3. Platform/occasion/event on which public statement/pronouncement made:  Corte Constitucional  
Event organizer: Litigation 2002 Enabling the legal environment of  Not for Profic Associations of wastepickers in poverty to  access the  waste management economy  
Date on which public statement/pronouncement made: 2004
Web link, if available: https://es.scribd.com/document/49430741/02-3-Argumentacion-Lib-Asociacion-y-acceso-a-Mercado-para-recicladores-Argumentacion-origen-Sentencia-C-741-03
If more than three, kindly summarize (200 words): The Poor Shall not Remain Small : Broadening access to the market by means of strengthening NPOs Rights  through Constitutional Justice  (Leiden & Harvard, Ash Institute ) http://bit.ly/2fH2Eav;  Brasil MROSC 2011, 2014 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H4kNym7uxYk  http://www.abong.org.br/final/download/marcoregulatorioprogramacao.pdf; 2006 BBC AUDIO Funcionan las Ongs?  http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/spanish/forums/enlace/newsid_6115000/6115010.stm  
5. flexibility/readiness and AVAILABILITY of time (200 words)

to perform effectively the functions of the mandate and to respond to its requirements, including participating in Human Rights Council sessions in Geneva and General Assembly sessions in New York, travelling on special procedures visits, drafting reports and engaging with a variety of stakeholders. (Indicate whether candidate can dedicate an estimated total of approx. three months per year to the work of a mandate.)
I already devote a considerable amount of time to the defense and protection of social movements and civil society organizations which  would, given the case, be used to continue to do so but in the capacity of Special Rapproteur of the UN. I can commit to devoting three to five months of my time in a voluntary basis. My professional work would continue the remaining time and in all those projects and cases in which my mandate does not enter in conflict .
III. Motivation Letter (600 word limit)
The right to express an opinion and receive information are as inherent to the realization of any individual human being as the rights to reunite and organize within her/his community. In fact, it is in the communication beyond the ordinary human interactions, in the deep communication of connections needed to assemble around a joint cause or associate with strategy, structure and a vocation of permanence to attain a shared objective, where intersubectivity is formed within the community. It is in the enjoyment of the right to peacefully reunite and associate with other individuals where our human and civil society is preserved and recreated across the world.
The natural/god given/human rights to assemble and associate with others were simultaneously recognized as fundamental to every human being by an international consensus in 1948 and have been safeguarded since by the United Nations through an array of international instruments. In addition to the direct protection of these freedoms by the ICCPR, others instruments also protect them indirectly, chiefly by resorting to these rights to empower women; promote entrepreneurship in development; deliberation and governance in democracy; protect the environment; safeguard victims’ rights in justice, and amplify the voice of individuals surviving in informal economic occupations, among others. 
Because reunion and organization are both inherent to humanity and structural to society, diverse cultures and legislations have had these rights incorporated in their Constitutions long before the promulgation of the UDHR. Individuals have therefore had for many decades domestic law provisions and jurisprudence to ensure respect and grant protection to the freedom of assembly and association when exerted in a non-violent manner.
I want to serve as the Special Rapporteur on the rights to freedom of peaceful assembly and of association to work tirelessly in the reinforcement of the dialogue between local cultures and global trends concerned with safeguarding civic space in society. I want to find ways, within the Euro Latin, Anglo-American and Islamic legal systems among others, to reinforce the nexus between domestic rules and international provisions which guarantee the individual human right to reunite and associate freely and peacefully within their countries in these times of political unrest and democratic transformations.
I have been studying, understanding, using, protecting and advancing these rights most of my life. At the age of 12 I started an association with other children at school to support the young and elderly living in the streets of Cali; at 18 the initiative migrated to the university and in Bogota it became an association to empower vulnerable sectors of society in their right to legal identity and accessing public services and other opportunities. From law school I graduated in 1995 with a thesis entitled State and NGOs a juridical formula for articulating the public civic sphere and the public official sphere of the State. It was the starting point of a long juridical reflection that structured in France, enriched in the United States and Latin America, and culminated in 2011, during  the Arab Spring, as the Theory of Alterity as Intention. 

Throughout these years and along my professional work in public and nonprofit law (constitutional, administrative, penal and tax law) I have independently and voluntarily worked to protect the movements and associations of vulnerable civil society and empowered them under the rule of law and in light of international human rights. The results of this effort are verifiable in public policy, the amendments of tax and public procurement provisions as well as litigation resulting in constitutional reinterpretations and other legal actions for safeguarding the juridical space that is needed for collective empowerment in democracy and for development.
Granted the honor, I would work with the conviction, integrity and commitment with which I have served in the United Nations before.

     

IV. LANGUAGES (READ / WRITTEN / SPOKEN)
Please indicate all language skills below.  

1. Mother tongue: Spanish
2. Knowledge of the official languages of the United Nations:
Arabic: Yes or no: NO   If yes,

Read: Easily or Not easily:      
Write: Easily or Not easily:      
Speak: Easily or Not easily:      
Chinese: Yes or no: NO   If yes,

Read: Easily or not easily:      
Write: Easily or not easily:      
Speak: Easily or not easily:      
English: Yes or no: YES   If yes,


Read: Easily or not easily: Easily
Write: Easily or not easily: Easily
Speak: Easily or not easily: Easily
French: Yes or no: YES   If yes,

Read: Easily or not easily: Easily
Write: Easily or not easily: Easily
Speak: Easily or not easily: Easily

Russian: Yes or no: NO   If yes,

Read: Easily or not easily:      
Write: Easily or not easily:      
Speak: Easily or not easily:      
Spanish: Yes or no: YES   If yes,


Read: Easily or not easily: Easily
Write: Easily or not easily: Easily
Speak: Easily or not easily: Easily
V. EDUCATIONAL RECORD
NOTE: Please list the candidate’s academic qualifications (university level and higher).
	Name of degree and name of academic institution:
	Years of attendance

(provide a range from-to, for example 1999-2003):
	Place and country:

	-Recherche de These d'êtudes doctorales sur (1) la collaboration entre le public étatique et le public citoyen, et (2) sur la nature juridique des organisations dites non gubernamentales et sans but lucratif. Université Panthéon Assas, (M.Ferrier) 
	(1) 1999-2004
(2) 2005-6



	Paris, France

	-Etudes Superieures en Science Politique (Diplôme A.B),Université Panthéon Assas, Paris 2 
	1998-99
	Paris, France

	-Etudes Superiueres Droit Administratif,Université Panthéon Assas, Paris 2 
	1997-98
	Paris, France

	-Constitution et droit interne, AIDCAcadémie Internationale du Droit Constitutionnel
-Avocate, Universidad de los Andes 

	1999

1995

	Tunis, Tunisie

Bogota, Colombia



VI. EMPLOYMENT RECORD

NOTE: Please briefly list ALL RELEVANT professional positions held, beginning with the most recent one. 
	Name of employer,
functional title,
main functions of position:
	Years of work
(provide a range from-to, for example 1999-2005):
	Place and country:

	-RRA (Public Law + Social Innovation), Senior Lawyer Managing Partner.  Responsible of the strategy in the protection and advancement of projects, cases and initiatives of the firm and of the RRA Thinktank
	2009-
	-Bogota, New York

	-CIVISOL :  Civism and Soliarity for Systemic Change, Founder and Executive Director. (Working ad honorem) The responsibility consists in supporting the rights of organization and empowerment of vulnerable civil society, construing a powerful theory of change and advancing it through strategic litigation or policy reform with the community. In the observatory and research capacity of CIVISOL, responsible of structuring the gathering of information on legal and policy menaces an obstacles to people´s empowerment in  human rights, as organized civil society and actors of the social and solidarity  economy.
	-  2008-
	-Bogota, Paris

	-Commission on Legal Empowerment of the Poor, Public Law an Civil Society Advisor. I was responsible for istilling and organizing findings and making  conclusions extracted from  the national consultations on access to justice and the rule of law, property rights, labor and business rights conducted in 22 countries . The conclusions were input for the Commissioners. Articulating Civil Society Partners and Corporate Responsably actors around the LEP Agenda,was also a responsibility assumed in this position. 

- UNODC, Anti Human Trafficking Project Coordinator. Responsible of this Pilot Project in the Americas which had to implement, starting in Colombia, the Palermo Protocol and Convention for enhancing prosecution while strengthening human rights of victims. In 2006 this work was honoured with a UN 21 Commendation  

  

	
-  2007-2008
-  2004-2006

	
-New York
-Bogota


	- Think Tank for the Protection of Civil and Solidarity based Organizations in Colombian Law, Policy and Regulation. Founder and Director of this multistakeholder initiative hosted by the Colombian Government -DANSOCIAL and private actors of civil society and the Solidarity Economy. Responsible of gathering information and distilling cross-sector arguments to defend and promote, through policy,law and regulation, the human and constitututional rights supporting the existance and activity of civil society organizations in Colombia
-Constitutional Court of Colombia, judicial clerk to Justice Cepeda. Responsible of supporting judicial decisions concerning an abstract review of the law and actio certiorari of writs of human rights protection. 
-Ministry of Finance and Treasure, Lawyer of the Assets Liability Management Team. Responsible of providing legal support to  international financial operations sought to protect interest risk fluctuations affecting the  public debt.
Urban Institute of Bogota, Legal Advisor to the Director. Responsible of providing human rights and legal  advise in  expropriation operations necessary forinfrastructure as well as for land  management and development in urban and rural Bogota.  
Bogota's Townhall. Legal Assitance to Councilman Mejia. Responsible of exchanging with the community and elevating reforms and initiatives to better their living conditions in the city while  providing support for the Public Budgetary commision in the town hall (Land Valorization). 

-National Constituent Assembly of 1991.Research Assistant to Constituent Giraldo and the Territorial Decentralization Group of which he was a member of. Responsible of providing  support, through compared law and jurisprudential analysis to  his responses and propositions, many of them connecting with the special juridical treatment granted by the Constitution to the Not-for-profit Organizations of Colombian civil society in light of the Social State of Rights. 

 

	
-  2003-2004
-2001-2003
-1997
-1996
-1995
-1991

	
-Bogota
-Bogota
-Bogota
-Bogota
-Bogota
-Bogota



VII. COMPLIANCE WITH ETHICS AND INTEGRITY PROVISIONS 
(of Human Rights Council resolution 5/1)
To be completed by the candidate or by the nominating entity on his/her behalf.
1. To your knowledge, does the candidate have any official, professional, personal, or financial relationships that might cause him/her to limit the extent of their inquiries, to limit disclosure, or to weaken or slant findings in any way? If yes, please explain.
NO
2. Are there any factors that could either directly or indirectly influence, pressure, threaten, or otherwise affect the candidate’s ability to act independently in discharging his/her mandate? If yes, please explain:

NO
3. Is there any reason, currently or in that past, that could call into question the candidate’s moral authority and credibility or does the candidate hold any views or opinions that could prejudice the manner in which she/he discharges his mandate? If yes, please explain:
NO
4. Does the candidate comply with the provisions in paragraph 44 and 46 of the annex to Human Rights Council resolution 5/1?

Para. 44: The principle of non-accumulation of human rights functions at a time shall be respected.
Para. 46: Individuals holding decision-making positions in Government or in any other organization or entity which may give rise to a conflict of interest with the responsibilities inherent to the mandate shall be excluded. Mandate holders will act in their personal capacity.
NO
5. Should the candidate be appointed as a mandate holder, he/she will have to take measures to comply with paragraphs 44 and 46 of the annex to Council resolution 5/1. In the event that the current occupation or activity, even if unpaid, of the candidate may give rise to a conflict of interest (e.g. if a candidate holds a decision-making position in Government) and/or there is an accumulation of human rights functions (e.g. as a member of another human rights mechanism at the international, regional or national level), necessary measures could include relinquishing positions, occupations or activities. If applicable, please indicate the measures the candidate will take.
NOT APPLICABLE AT THE TIME AND ANY FUTURE OFFER OF POSITION, OCCUPATION OR ACTIVITY THAT COULD CONFLICT WITH THE MANDATE WILL NOT BE ACCEPETED;  CREDIBILITY, INTEGRITY AND INDEPENDENCE ARE PRIORITARY 
****
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