	SECOND PART: APPLICATION FORM IN WORD FORMAT
Working Group on Enforced or Involuntary Disappearances, 
member from Latin American and Caribbean States [HRC res. 27/1]
Appointment to be made by the Human Rights Council at the 34th session 

of the Human Rights Council (27 February - 24 March 2017)



How to apply: 

The entire application process consists of two parts: 1. online survey and 2. application form in Word format. Both parts and all sections of the application form need to be completed and received by the Secretariat before the expiration of the deadline. 

First part: Online survey (http://ohchr-survey.unog.ch/index.php/397559?lang=en) is used to collect information for statistical purposes such as personal data (i.e. name, gender, nationality), contact details, mandate applying for and, if appropriate, nominating entity. 

Second part: Application form in Word can be downloaded from http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/SP/Pages/HRC34.aspx by clicking on the mandate. It should be fully completed and saved in Word format and then submitted as an attachment by email. Information provided in this form includes a motivation letter of maximum 600 words. The application form should be completed in English only. It will be used as received to prepare the public list of candidates who applied for each vacancy and will also be posted as received on the OHCHR public website. 

Once fully completed (including Section VII), the application form in Word should be submitted to hrcspecialprocedures@ohchr.org (by email). A maximum of up to three reference letters (optional) can be attached in Word or pdf format to the email prior to the expiration of the deadline. No additional documents, such as CVs, resumes, or supplementary reference letters beyond the first three received will be accepted. 

Please note that for Working Group appointments, only citizens of States belonging to the specific regional group are eligible. Please refer to the list of United Nations regional groups of Member States at http://www.un.org/depts/DGACM/RegionalGroups.shtml
· Application deadline EXTENDED TO 24 NOVEMBER 2016 (12 noon GREENWICH MEAN TIME / gMT) 

· No incomplete or late applications will be accepted. 

· Shortlisted candidates will be interviewed at a later stage. 

General description of the selection process is available at http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/SP/Pages/Nominations.aspx 
In case of technical difficulties, or if encountering problems with accessing or completing the forms, you may contact the Secretariat by email at hrcspecialprocedures@ohchr.org  or fax at + 41 22 917 9008.
You will receive an acknowledgment email when both parts of the application process, i.e. the data submitted through the online survey and the Word application form, have been received by email.

Thank you for your interest in the work of the Human Rights Council.
I. PERSONAL DATA

	1. Family name: RAMIREZ                                                                       
	6. Year of birth: 1953

	2. First name: IGNACIO                                                                     
	7. Place of birth:      

	3. Maiden name (if any):                                                                     
	8. Nationality (please indicate the nationality that will appear on the public list of candidates): VENEZUELAN

	4. Middle name:                                                                                  
	9. Any other nationality:      

	5. Sex:  MEN
	


II. MANDATE - SPECIFIC COMPETENCE / QUALIFICATIONS / KNOWLEDGE
NOTE: Please describe why the candidate’s competence / qualifications / knowledge is relevant in relation to the specific mandate:
1. QUALIFICATIONS (200 words)

Relevant educational qualifications or equivalent professional experience in the field of human rights; good communication skills (i.e. orally and in writing) in one of the six official languages of the United Nations (i.e. Arabic, Chinese, English, French, Russian, Spanish.)

I have been a Human rights activist since 1975, founder of the national federation for the defense for the human rights in Venezuela (FENADDEH), registred on July 9th, 1982, on the 2nd circuit of the Libertator department register under number 1 1st Protocol, Caracas DC, also, i occupy the charge of General secretary of the Lawyers American Association (AAJ Venezuela), an ONG with consultant statements in front of the UN, and the OAS. To this date i am a consultant in the National Comission for the State for the Justice and Truth created by the Law to punish crimes, disappearances, torture and other violations of human rights for political reasons for the 1958-1998 period. Also, i own a diplomat on the 2nd course of Andean course of inter-American protection on human rights in July 1989. I assisted  to the Interdiscipline Course on Human Rights, gived by the Interamerican Institute of the Human Rights of the OAS (IIDH), dictated from July 31th, 2000 to August 12th, celebrated in San Jose, Costa Rica, and I am "Magister Scientiarum" on International Relations, otorgated by the National Defense High Studies Institute from the Bolivarian Military University from Venezuela  
2. RELEVANT EXPERTISE (200 words)

Knowledge of international human rights instruments, norms and principles. (Please state how this was acquired.)

Knowledge of institutional mandates related to the United Nations or other international or regional organizations’ work in the area of human rights. (Please state how this was acquired.)

Proven work experience in the field of human rights. (Please state years of experience.)

I got the knowledge thanks to the studies in Human rights by the Law school exercise through that i graduated from lawyer in 1981 from the University of Carabobo, public university of the country, since that, thanks to the exercise of being lawyer and accumulated professional experience, i formuled in the name of FENADDEH, several sentences of protection constitutional, also formuled judicial complaints to the Public Ministery and Penal Courts of the Republic, thanks to all of this, i came to the CIDH to Sue the Venezuelan State by Human rights violations from a case for unfair detentions and disapperarances generated on February 27th, 1989, known as the "Masacre del Caracazo", i participated on the complaint to the state by the Cantauras Bloody massacre, (1982), Tazon massacre (1984), "Masacre del amparo", (1988). My academic formation came thanks to several diplomats and a Magestry in International relations acquired through 40 years of being a human rights activist in my country. 
3. ESTABLISHED COMPETENCE (200 words)

Nationally, regionally or internationally recognized competence related to human rights. (Please explain how such competence was acquired.)

I have participated as a speaker in Public Universities in Symposiums, conferences and Human rights forums, as in Venezuela on studies centers, but, also i have assisted to International conferences to the Human Rights in Argentina, Chile, Peru, Ecuador, Costa Rica and recently in Geneve, Switzerland for the UN 2nd periodically exam that exposed Venezuela (PUE). As i said, it was accepted in 1990 a complaint versus the Venezuelan state for violations to the human righs that OAS Interamerican Comission participed, studied and took part. I have wrote essays about human rights issues in the Public International Rights.
Alongside i was Coredactor in the national assembly for the Law to sanction crimes, disappearances, torture and other violations of human rights for political reasons published in the 39.308 gazette of November, 25th, 2011.
I worked for a year as a superior judge before the criminal court of Miranda state during the period 2000-2001, being a member of the higher criminal court, I was also an adviser to the office in 2002-2003 of the attorney general of the republic Isaias Rodriguez and current attorney general Luisa Ortega in 2014-2015, I am also the first substitute of the national public defense, position for which I was sworn in by the national assembly in December 2015.

4. PUBLICATIONS OR PUBLIC STATEMENTS
Please list significant and relevant published books, articles, journals and reports that you have written or public statements, or pronouncements that you have made or events that you may have participated in relation to the mandate.
4.1 Enter three publications in relation to the mandate for which you are applying in the order of relevance:

1. Title of publication: Amnesty Law
Journal/Publisher: Ignacio Ramirez
Date of publication: April, 9th, 2016
Web link, if available: http://www.aporrea.org/ddhh/a225922.html
2. Title of publication: "The 27F (The Caracazo): An Expropriated Popular Rebellion"?
Journal/Publisher: Ignacio Ramirez
Date of publication: February, 22th, 2013
Web link, if available: https://www.aporrea.org/ddhh/a159776.html
3. Title of publication: Cantauras Slaughter
Journal/Publisher: Ignacio Ramirez
Date of publication: October, 10th, 2010
Web link, if available: http://www.aporrea.org/ddhh/a110139.html
If more than three publications, kindly summarize (200 words): A Commission of the Truth against neglect and impunity, writted by me on February, 8th, 2011, the website link attachment is:http://www.aporrea.org/ddhh/a117330.html
Title: One year after the denunciation of the American Convention, written by me on September, 13th, 2013, the link is:http://www.aporrea.org/ddhh/a173474.html
Title:  The criminalistic unit of the Public Ministry a brake to the summary executions, the excesses and the police torture
Date: September, 8th, 2011, link: http://www.aporrea.org/ddhh/a129844.html
Title: Preventing crime and combating impunity, Date: October, 10th, 2012; Link: 

http://www.aporrea.org/ddhh/a152483.html
Title: The massacre of El Amparo should not be investigated again by the Martial Court but by an Ordinary Criminal Court, Date: November, 1sr, 2016, Link: https://www.aporrea.org/civico-militar/a236434.htmlg 

4.2 Enter three public statements or pronouncements made or events that you may have participated in relation to the mandate for which you are applying in the order of relevance:

1. Platform/occasion/event on which public statement/pronouncement made: Iberoamerican congress on international affairs and human Rights
Event organizer: UCV, ULA, defenders of the people, SEJUCS, SEPAS
Date on which public statement/pronouncement made: February (2002)
Web link, if available:      
2. Platform/occasion/event on which public statement/pronouncement made: Congress of criminal law and criminology
Event organizer: ULA, SEJUCS and Sepas, Meridas, Merida State, Venezuela
Date on which public statement/pronouncement made: November (2002)
Web link, if available:      
3. Platform/occasion/event on which public statement/pronouncement made: Thirteenth Conference Inter-American Conference of the American Association of Jurists
Event organizer: Continental American Association of Jurists in Buenos Aires, Argentina
Date on which public statement/pronouncement made:  11-14 November, 2003
Web link, if available:      
If more than three, kindly summarize (200 words): First anti-imperialist congress of america in Coro, Coro State, Venezuela, 4- August (2006)

Fifteenth Continental Conference of the American Association of Jurists in Quito, Ecuator, 22-24 September 2010.

Law to punish crimes, disappearances, torture and other violations of human rights for political reasons conference in Center for training and training of the Bolivarian Armed Forces of Venezuela With the participation of four thousand officers and non-commissioned officers of different ranks, troop personnel in REDIS in States: Guarico, Anzoategui, Nueva Esparta, Bolivar and Zulia, date: 2014-2016 (All states mentioned alongside are Venezuelan states where the conference was given).


5. flexibility/readiness and AVAILABILITY of time (200 words)

to perform effectively the functions of the mandate and to respond to its requirements, including participating in Human Rights Council sessions in Geneva and General Assembly sessions in New York, travelling on special procedures visits, drafting reports and engaging with a variety of stakeholders. (Indicate whether candidate can dedicate an estimated total of approx. three months per year to the work of a mandate.)
I have complete disposition in time and space to fulfill the functions, responsibilities and position to perform derived from the mandate in charge of the UN, to find myself in fullness of my physical and mental health conditions adequate to fulfill any mission that they honor me to fulfill, for as long as necessary.
III. Motivation Letter (600 word limit)
The reason to aspire to fulfill some mission or function within the UN, is oriented in the first place to add to my experience and expertise in the thirty-six years of practicing the profession of lawyer and as an activist for the protection and defense of Human rights within and outside my country, the fulfillment of a mission of an international nature within the framework of the activity in which I should concretely take action in cases involving extrajudicial summary executions, arbitrary detentions, torture and Inhuman treatment, as well as enforced disappearances, as unfortunately these scenarios continue to be aroused in the Americas and the Caribbean and in other regions of the world. In the years as a human rights activist, it has been my task to request criminal investigations to determine the responsibility of officials vested with authority from the Venezuelan state, which, by derogation from the regulations, laws and the national constitution, committed atropeyos and human rights violations. Allowed to prosecute and obtain the sanction of some of the officials denounced for the violation in addition to international covenants, conventions and treaties on protection of human rights.
    As a result of this experience gained, in the cases of enforced disappearances with the support of the criminalistic unit of the public ministry of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela, the location, exhumation and determination through the DNA tests of some people who have already Forty years were detained, tortured, murdered, disappeared and buried in hidden places to evade the responsibility of the officials responsible for these crimes of the violation to their human rights. Therefore, I am professionally and academically qualified to perform any position or mission that the UN deigns in assigning me with the fulfillment and demands of probity, responsibility and confidentiality that merits the investigation that corresponds to perform, respecting above all the protocols, Procedures and regulations, and those that correspond to the member state where the mission is assigned. 

IV. LANGUAGES (READ / WRITTEN / SPOKEN)
Please indicate all language skills below.  

1. Mother tongue: SPANISH
2. Knowledge of the official languages of the United Nations:
Arabic: Yes or no: NO   If yes,

Read: Easily or Not easily: NOT EASILY
Write: Easily or Not easily: NOT EASILY
Speak: Easily or Not easily: NOT EASILY
Chinese: Yes or no: NO   If yes,

Read: Easily or not easily: NOT EASILY
Write: Easily or not easily: NOT EASILY
Speak: Easily or not easily: NOT EASILY
English: Yes or no: NO   If yes,


Read: Easily or not easily: NOT EASILY
Write: Easily or not easily: NOT EASILY
Speak: Easily or not easily: NOT EASILY
French: Yes or no: NO   If yes,

Read: Easily or not easily: NOT EASILY
Write: Easily or not easily: NOT EASILY
Speak: Easily or not easily: NOT EASILY

Russian: Yes or no: NO   If yes,

Read: Easily or not easily: NOT EASILY
Write: Easily or not easily: NOT EASILY
Speak: Easily or not easily: NOT EASILY
Spanish: Yes or no: YES   If yes,


Read: Easily or not easily: EASILY
Write: Easily or not easily: EASILY
Speak: Easily or not easily: EASILY
V. EDUCATIONAL RECORD
NOTE: Please list the candidate’s academic qualifications (university level and higher).
	Name of degree and name of academic institution:
	Years of attendance

(provide a range from-to, for example 1999-2003):
	Place and country:

	Lawyer, University of Carabobo
	1976-1981
	Valencia, Carabobo State, Venezuela

	"Magister Scientiarum" in International Relations, Bolivarian Military University of Venezuela 
	2013-2015
	Caracas, Capital District, Venezuela

	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     


VI. EMPLOYMENT RECORD

NOTE: Please briefly list ALL RELEVANT professional positions held, beginning with the most recent one. 
	Name of employer,
functional title,
main functions of position:
	Years of work
(provide a range from-to, for example 1999-2005):
	Place and country:

	Legal Advisor to the National Assembly of Venezuela
	2000-2003
	Caracas, Capital District, Venezuela

	Legal Advisor of the Sub-commission of National congressional penitentiary matters
	1982-1985
	Caracas, Capital District, Venezuela

	Superior Criminal Judge at Miranda State Court of Appeals
	1999-2000
	Caracas, Capital District, Venezuela

	Advisor to the National Commission of State for Justice and Truth
	2013-2016
	Caracas, Capital District, Venezuela


VII. COMPLIANCE WITH ETHICS AND INTEGRITY PROVISIONS 
(of Human Rights Council resolution 5/1)
To be completed by the candidate or by the nominating entity on his/her behalf.
1. To your knowledge, does the candidate have any official, professional, personal, or financial relationships that might cause him/her to limit the extent of their inquiries, to limit disclosure, or to weaken or slant findings in any way? If yes, please explain.
No
2. Are there any factors that could either directly or indirectly influence, pressure, threaten, or otherwise affect the candidate’s ability to act independently in discharging his/her mandate? If yes, please explain:

No
3. Is there any reason, currently or in that past, that could call into question the candidate’s moral authority and credibility or does the candidate hold any views or opinions that could prejudice the manner in which she/he discharges his mandate? If yes, please explain:
No
4. Does the candidate comply with the provisions in paragraph 44 and 46 of the annex to Human Rights Council resolution 5/1?

Para. 44: The principle of non-accumulation of human rights functions at a time shall be respected.
Para. 46: Individuals holding decision-making positions in Government or in any other organization or entity which may give rise to a conflict of interest with the responsibilities inherent to the mandate shall be excluded. Mandate holders will act in their personal capacity.
Yes
5. Should the candidate be appointed as a mandate holder, he/she will have to take measures to comply with paragraphs 44 and 46 of the annex to Council resolution 5/1. In the event that the current occupation or activity, even if unpaid, of the candidate may give rise to a conflict of interest (e.g. if a candidate holds a decision-making position in Government) and/or there is an accumulation of human rights functions (e.g. as a member of another human rights mechanism at the international, regional or national level), necessary measures could include relinquishing positions, occupations or activities. If applicable, please indicate the measures the candidate will take.
With humility , I should be in charge of the mandate thanks to my long professional experience in the different indoles of the field of law, thanks to my achievements for human rights within my country and my analytical and moral capacities In decision-making, within the measures I take are of course to be impartial, comply with the regulations, statutes and protocols set forth by the UN, and play the best role possible in any mission or work assigned to me.
****
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