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Consultation between Special Procedures Mandate-Holders of the UN Human Rights Council and the African Commission on Human and Peoples’ Rights

Review Addis Ababa Road Map

27 April 2014
Luanda, Angola
1 A consultation between Special Procedures Mandate-Holders of the UN Human Rights Council (HRC) and the African Commission on Human and Peoples’ Rights (ACHPR) was convened in Luanda, Angola, on 27 April 2014 by the UN Special Procedures mechanisms and the African Commission on Human and Peoples’ Rights (ACHPR). The consultation was convened as part of the review of the Addis Ababa Roadmap (hereafter the Raodmap) adopted by the special procedures of both systems in 2012 and is part of the on-going consultations between the international and regional human rights mechanisms. Three procedures mandate holders of the HRC and eight special procedures mandate holders of the ACHPR attended the consultation. A number of representatives of international governmental organizations and civil society organizations also participated. 

2 The special procedures mechanisms of both systems re-affirmed their commitment to implementing the Addis Ababa Roadmap with a view to continuing enhancing cooperation for the promotion and protection of all human rights of all.
3 Building on the lessons learnt from past experiences and committed to doing better in the way ahead, the special procedures of both system agreed on a set of actionable points to  further cultivate those areas of cooperation included in the Roadmap that have remained underdeveloped as follows; these action points have to be read with, and as complementary to, the Roadmap.
Short-term actionable points:
· endeavour to strengthen the partnership in view of the Africa Regional Forum on business and human rights;

· invite Commissioner(s) to the induction session of new special procedures mandate-holders (September) in relation to Peer-to-peer knowledge sharing and learning;
· propose the contribution of Commissioners in the Arria Formula being planned on the situation of IDPs in conflict;
· The Commission has requested to visit the CAR in September; explore the possibility of a joint visit with the Independent Expert on the CAR of the UN Human Rights Council; 
· Revision of the Directory of African special procedures mandate-holders
Medium-term and ongoing:
· Individual UN special procedures mandate holders should endeavour to reach out to their regional counterparts when issuing press releases or statements of common interest and vice-versa; the Chair of the Coordination Committee of special procedures should endeavour to reach out to the Chair of the Commission concerning press releases or statements and vice-versa;
· Working Groups of the special procedures mechanisms should endeavour to invite special procedures of the African Commission to their sessions where relevant; conversely the African Commission could consider organising thematic discussions during its sessions where relevant UN special procedures mandate-holders could be invited to attend;
· UN special procedures mandate-holders should suggest that special procedures of the African Commission be invited to panel debates in the Human Rights Council where relevant;
· Reiterate the need to consider the expertise of the African Commissioners in the composition of Commissions of Inquiry set up by the UN Human Rights Council and vice-versa, the expertise of the UN special procedures mechanisms in Commissions of Inquiry set up by the African Union; 
· Continue discussing and endeavouring to plan ahead more efficiently and strategically in order to allow for additional joint activities, particularly joint country visits;
· Endeavour to increasing the visibility of the Roadmap in any possible way and in this regard, take advantage of the opportunities created by celebrating the AU year of human rights of 2016;
· Continue discussing ways to enhance follow-up to the recommendations made by both systems; one of these ways could be the UPR; in this respect there is a need to find ways so that relevant information from regional mechanisms is compiled and submitted on time;
· Endeavour to disseminating information on vacant UN special procedures and African Commission mandates in order to solicit the most qualified candidates;

· Endeavour to enhance the involvement of civil society organisations in the implementation of the Roadmap

Thematic priorities:

· Jointly engage on peace and security issues at the AU peace and security council and the UN Security Council on thematic issues of mutual concern and thereby contribute to early warning;
· Post-2015 agenda and economic, social and cultural rights, including the right to education;
· 2016 African Human Rights year with a particular focus on women’s rights;

· Business and human rights;
· Reprisals
It is proposed that a Reference Group be convened to support the Joint Working Group of the Roadmap in researching how a common agenda/or common initiatives could be developed on the above thematic priorities. 
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