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1. UNA-UK[footnoteRef:1] is pleased to submit evidence to the review of the United Nations Treaty Body system. This is an issue we have been following for some time. Between 2016 and 2020, UNA-UK have carried out a number of pieces of work relating to the UN Treaty Body system, including a publications on strengthening the UN’s human rights pillar [footnoteRef:2], [footnoteRef:3] and a roundtable involving civil society, the UK Foreign and Commonwealth Office and Sir Malcom Evans, Chair of the UN Subcommittee for the Prevention of Torture.  [1:  UNA-UK is Britain’s only charity dedicated to building support for an effective United Nations. Over the past 70 years we have built a network of members, local branches, youth groups and partner organisations in all four nations of the UK.]  [2:  https://www.una.org.uk/file/11699/download?token=DE1p_MoK]  [3:  https://www.una.org.uk/file/11453/download?token=dGIBkdA5] 


2. This submission, which reflects the views of UNA-UK alone, will address some of the issue areas identified by the co-facilitators of the UN Treaty Body System review process. 

UN Treaty Body System Election Process: Nomination

3. UNA-UK believe that the current process requiring an individual to be nominated by a State to enable them to participate in the election process leads to a weaker and less diverse pool of candidates.

4. Currently, States have the option to nominate an expert when an election for one of the UN Treaty Bodies is due. This means that, if a State does not think they are likely to win the election, they are less likely to stand a candidate, not wishing to risk the reputational damage of losing an election. It further means that if a State is not strongly invested in the treaty body system, they are less likely to stand a candidate. Thus, this requirement reduces the pool of candidates able to stand for election and effectively rules out candidates from certain nations. 

5. Finally, and most damagingly, it means that candidates must be acceptable to their nominating state. The vast majority of effective human rights lawyers have upset their host state at one point or another, and in states with poor human rights records any human rights lawyer with integrity would not be in good standing with their government. Thus, this requirement limits the quality and independence of those standing for election

6. The election process for the Special Procedures allows experts to self-nominate, therefore making the process less restrictive, more inclusive, and more transparent.

7. UNA-UK therefore recommend that a similar approach currently used for the Special Procedures is applied to the UN Treaty Bodies, in allowing experts to self-nominate, rather than the requirement be for States to nominate potential candidates. This would remove some of the restrictions experts who want to positively engage with these processes and mechanisms face when relying upon a State to nominate them. 


UN Treaty Body System Election Process: Appointment

8. The current process also means States both nominate and appoint experts to the UN Treaty Bodies, something which UNA-UK believes creates a greater potential for conflict of interest by giving states leverage over individuals who will then have a duty to impartially assess their performance. 

9. UNA-UK recommends that further consultations take place with state parties to the relevant treaties to determine if and how the appointment process for treaty bodies could give appointees greater independence from member states.

10. Such a consultation could look at mechanisms used elsewhere in the United Nations, such as for states to ratify or reject an appointment on the nomination of a named official such as the High Commissioner for Human Rights (as the Secretary-General appoints Special Representatives and the High Commissioner for Human Rights), or for serving treaty body experts themselves to vote on the candidates (as the judges to the ICC elect their President).
 
Adoption of New Digital and Information Technology 

11. The COVID-19 pandemic has demonstrated the importance of digital and information technology to enable processes to run continuously and smoothly. Given the importance of the Treaty Bodies at a time when human rights are of the utmost importance, UNA-UK believe it is necessary for investment into new digital and information technologies to ensure the smooth running of the Treaty Body process in the long term.

12. An investment into technologies that allow greater accessibility by experts, activists and victims across the world, on a more regular basis, would also help to reduce travel costs associated with experts travelling to and from regions as regularly and increase the diversity of experts and level of access for victims of human rights violations to the court. It would further allow for a greater degree of witness protection by allowing witnesses and human rights defenders who fear reprisals to give testimony without revealing their location or from a place of relative safety.

13. UNA-UK also believe that better technology would enhance the efficiency and effectiveness of the Treaty Body system process. This is particularly relevant to the reporting process and should make it easier for regions to comply with the reporting requirements. Moreover, it should increase the transparency of the process, making it easier for all bar confidential proceedings to be webcast, and thus increasing the ability of civil society, the media, and the general public to observe and participate in proceedings



Recommendations

In summary UNA-UK has the following recommendations to the UN Treaty Body System review:

· UNA-UK recommend allowing experts to self-nominate for UN Treaty Body elections, rather than relying upon States to make nominations. This reduces restrictions on experts who want to positively engage and contribute to the UN Treaty Body election process. 

· UNA-UK recommends consulting with states parties to determine how the appointment process can be made more independent, such as by having an appropriate official nominate candidates for ratification or having treaty body experts elect themselves.

· UNA-UK recommends that an investment into new digital and information technology takes place to help increase efficiencies, particularly in relation to reporting, in an effort to increase compliance with reporting and cutting costs in the longer term.
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