
Written Contributions by the Delegation of Nepal to the Process of Consideration of the State of UN Human Rights Treaty Body System 
New York, 7 July 2020

The delegation of Nepal welcomes the consultative and transparent approach undertaken by H.E. Mr. Jürg Lauber, Permanent Representative of Switzerland and H. E Mr. Omar Hilale, Permanent Representative of Morocco, the co-facilitators for the review of the UN human rights treaty body system.

In this regard, with a view to contributing to the process of consideration of state of UN human rights treaty system, Nepal would like to submit following inputs with reference to the co-facilitators’ letter dated 17 June 2020: 

1. Nepal believes that, although this review process may not be able to make any changes in the work and mandate of treaty bodies, it could suggest reforms on the reporting procedure, harmonising the methods of work, ensuring election of experts in merit-based and equitable manner.  The reforms must focus on making the human rights treaty body system as ‘one system’ - highly aligned, coordinated, effective and efficient, and devoid of duplication and divergence in interpretation. 
2. Nepal supports the streamlining and overall improvement of human rights reporting procedures, harmonization of the Committees' methods of work, follow-up to the outcomes of the World Conferences, as well as addressing the requirements of funding and resources. States should be encouraged in establishment of National Mechanism for Reporting and Follow up (NMRF) that will coordinate the state activities on reporting to different human rights bodies, the follow-up and implementation at the national level. 
3. In order to fulfil their mandate and function effectively Treaty Bodies need adequate funding, human and other material resources and innovative approaches. This will help reduce the backlog of the treaty bodies. Backlog has created long gap between the submission of the report and its examination by the Committee which means new developments may be already in place until the time of examinations. This reduces the effectiveness of the reporting procedure.

4. Synchronisation of the reporting to treaty bodies with Universal Periodic Review of the State Party and Special Procedure mandate holders could be a measure to reduce the burden of reporting procedure. 
Simplified Reporting Procedure (SRP) also helps in simplifying and reducing the reporting burden of states by specifying issues to be included in the treaty body reports prior to the preparation and submission of reports as envisaged by the General Assembly Resolution 68/268.
We consider that, in addition to the National Report on UPR and the Common Core Document, single Unified State Party Report for both the Covenant Committees (ICCPR and ICESCR) and single Unified State Party Report for all other Convention Committees could be considered so as to maintain efficiency in reporting and quality of reports. 
In addition, simplified reporting procedure could be offered as option for report to all the Convention Committees.  
5. As highlighted by the latest report of the Secretary General (A/74/643), the needs of LDCs, LLDCs and SIDs pertaining to reporting requirements of the treaty body system must be taken into account. In this context, Nepal underlines the importance of providing capacity-building and technical assistance at the request, in consultation with and with the consent of the concerned states parties to meet their reporting obligations through the OHCHR as envisaged also in the GA resolution 68/268. Such assistance and cooperation could be on strengthening National Mechanism for Reporting and Follow up (NMRF) and National Human Rights Institutions (NHRI) through transfer of innovative technology and support of database management. 
6. The use of video conferencing technologies during the reporting and other procedures can be an effective way to tackle the budgetary challenges of the State Parties and treaty bodies. We have seen that online platforms have proved to be quite useful in holding of the important meetings and conferences during the current COVID-19 pandemic. The use of video conferencing technologies could be considered in normal circumstances as well.
7. Nepal believes in preserving and strengthening the independence and impartiality of treaty body members and ensure diversity in terms of gender, geography, background, expertise, representation of different forms of civilization and principal legal systems, as well as the participation of persons with disabilities. 
The equitable geographical representation and gender balancing measures need to be continued during the selection of treaty body experts while also taking into account the expertise on the subject matter of the concerned treaty bodies. 
8. Nepal believes that the annual meeting of Chairpersons of the human rights treaty bodies provides a forum for expert members of treaty bodies to exchange experiences. 
9. Nepal considers academic platforms, think tanks, and civil society organizations as important partners in promoting cooperation and constructive engagement with the human rights bodies. We acknowledge the constructive role they can play to improve dialogue and interaction with the preparation, monitoring and follow-up of treaty body recommendations. The review process should therefore recognize their key role. 

In conclusion, Nepal underlines that the current review process is an opportunity to reach yet another milestone in ensuring efficiency and effectiveness of the human rights treaty body system. We reiterate Nepal’s full support and commitment to continue engaging constructively in the process ahead. 
Thank you.  
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