Treaty body strengthening
 Consultation for States parties to international human rights treaties
New York, 2-3 April 2012

States are encouraged to provide their views and concrete suggestions with respect to the points below on which discussions will focus. Each segment will be moderated by a State representative. Treaty body members will act as resource persons. The consultation builds on consultations held in Geneva on 7 and 8 February 2012 and will feed into the High Commissioner’s report to be launched in June 2012.

Monday, 2 April 2012 - North Lawn ECOSOC chamber
10:00-10:45
Opening
Opening address by Ms. Navi Pillay, High Commissioner for Human Rights, OHCHR
Opening address by Mr. Shaaban M. Shaaban, Under-Secretary-General, Department for General Assembly and Conference Management
10:45-12:00 
Resourcing the treaty body system: Efficient and Effective Functioning of the Treaty Body System

Moderator: Ambassador Dr. Le Hoai Trung, 

Permanent Representative of the Socialist Republic of Viet Nam
Resource Persons/Treaty body experts: Ms. Christine Chanet, Mr. Gerald Neuman and 

Mr. Walter Kaelin (members of the HR Committee)
Presentation by Mr. Paulo David, HRTD, OHCHR, on facts and figures regarding the growth and financing of the treaty body system and the proposals contained in the report of the Secretary-General to the General Assembly (A/66/344) on “Measures to improve further the effectiveness, harmonization and reform of the treaty body system”
Presentation by Ms. Wan-Hea Lee, HRTD, OHCHR, on a comprehensive reporting calendar
12:00-12:15
Address by H.E. Mr. Nassir Abdulaziz Al-Nasser, President of the 66th Session of the United Nations General Assembly

Address by the United Nations Secretary-General, Mr. Ban Ki-moon 
12:15-13:00
Resourcing the treaty body system: Efficient and Effective Functioning of the Treaty Body System (continued)
14:15-15:00
Projection of a video: “The Treaty Bodies: Bringing Human Rights Home” (tbc)   
15:00-18:00 
Resourcing the treaty body system: Efficient and Effective Functioning of the Treaty Body System (continued)


Moderator: State representative


Resource Persons/Treaty body experts: Ms. Christine Chanet, Mr. Gerald Neuman and 


Mr. Walter Kaelin (members of the HR Committee)
Presentation by Ms. Kira Glover Kruglikova Executive Officer and Ms. Shivona Tavares-Walsh, Chief Document Management Section, Division of Conference Management via video link, on the challenges of supporting the treaty bodies and potential variations/ alternatives of conference servicing support
Issues for discussions including:

· Proposals for more-cost efficient working methods that do not compromise the quality of the reporting and implementation process
· Proposals for savings: limitation of pages for all treaty body documentation, rationalized reporting, adjusting summary record requirements
Tuesday, 3 April 2012 - North Lawn Building, Conference Room 3
10:00-13:00
Strengthening the membership of treaty bodies

Moderator: State representative
Resource Persons/Treaty body experts: Ms. Fatima-Binta Victoira Dah (CERD) and Mr. Michael O'Flaherty (HR Committee)
Issues for discussions including:
· Dissemination of information to candidates on the election process, practical information and required workload

· Good practices in the nomination of candidates to the treaty body system

15:00-17:45 
Strengthening the preparation of States parties’ reports and the dialogue between States parties and the treaty bodies
Moderator: M. Bertin Babadoudou, First Counselor, Permanent Mission of the Republic of Benin to the United Nations


Resource Persons/Treaty body experts: Ms. Barbara Bailey (CEDAW), Ms. Felice Gaer (CAT),                              

Mr. Nigel Rodley (HR Committee),   Mr. Claudio Grossman (CAT)
Issues for discussions including:

Improved alignment and rationalization of treaty bodies working methods 
· Optional reporting procedures 
· Common Core Document
· Proposed support to stimulate compliance with reporting obligations

· Steps towards a more inclusive process of national consultations as part of the preparation of State reports 
· IT support
Concrete measures to achieve a more structured and balanced constructive dialogue

· Length and focus of the dialogue
· Improved time management
· Videoconferencing
· More focused and shorter Concluding Observations 

17:45-18:00 
High Commissioner for Human Rights closing remarks by Mr. Ivan Šimonović, Assistant 

Secretary-General for Human Rights, OHCHR
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