The United Nations Committee on the Rights of the Child’s forthcoming General Comment on State Obligations regarding the Impact of Business on Child Rights

 
The UN Committee on the Rights of the Child (‘the Committee’) is releasing a "General Comment on State Obligations regarding the Impact of Business on Child Rights" in early 2013.  The General Comment will be a pronouncement of the Committee’s interpretation of the framework required by States parties for implementation of the Convention as a whole with regard to the business sector.  It will include guidance to States on the measures of implementation they are required to take to: prevent and remedy violations of child rights by business actors; to ensure business enterprises carry out their responsibilities in the realisation of the rights of the child; and to encourage business to contribute positively to the realisation of these rights.  
The Committee made public calls for submissions on an annotated outline of the General Comment in March 2012 and on a subsequent first draft in June 2012. The Committee also conducted multi-stakeholder consultations in Argentina, India and Kenya in March, April and August of 2012 respectively. The Committee’s General Comment Working Group participated in an International Symposium on Child Rights and the Business Sector in Sion, Switzerland in October 2012. With the support of Save the Children International, consultations on the first draft of the General Comment were also held with children in Argentina, Bangladesh, Costa Rica, Kenya, Paraguay, Sudan and Tanzania.  In addition, the Committee held a webinar with the business sector hosted by UNICEF and has requested expert advice from key stakeholders at different points of the process.
The Committee expects to adopt its General Comment during its forthcoming Session in February 2013 along with a plan for implementation and follow-up. This will be the first time a United Nations Human Rights Treaty Body has developed a comprehensive set of standards for States to follow in the context of the business sector.
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