Proposal for a side session at the UN Business and Human Rights Forum, Geneva

2-4 December 2013

Tax abuse: a human rights issue
Lawyers for Better Business (L4BB) and the South African Institute for Advanced Constitutional, Public, Human Rights and International Law (a Centre of the University of Johannesburg ) have organised a conference entitled Tax abuse: a human rights issue
in Johannesburg on 21 November 2013. 
The event is timed to discuss findings of the recently launched report entitled:  Tax Abuses, Poverty and Human Rights by the International Bar Association Human Rights Institute Task Force on Illicit Financial Flows, Poverty and Human Rights. It also co-incides with the launch of several tax justice initiatives in sub Saharan Africa. One of the key themes of the conference is the extent to which corporate tax dodging is seen as a human rights issue, and the impact of tax abuse on people in sub Saharan Africa.
In the course of preparing the event we have been contacted by people in Europe, Asia and Latin America who are keen to hold similar events in their regions. We would like to organise a side session at the UN Forum that raises some of the issues discussed at our November conference. The side session can also explore how our experience could be transferred to other parts of the world. 
The South African conference is aimed at policymakers, lawyers, accountants, corporations, NGOs, trade unions and other experts and we anticipate that a UN Forum session would be of interest to all these groups. 
The panel for the session:

Chair: 

Business and Human Rights Resources Centre 

Panel:

David Bilchitz

Director, South African Institute for Advanced Constitutional, Public, Human Rights and International Law, Professor, University of Johannesburg
Thembinkosi Dlamini

Governance manager, Oxfam South Africa 

Adrienne Margolis

Founder L4BB

Shirley Pouget

Programme lawyer, IBAHRI (tbc)

Attiya Waris

Tax Justice Network (tbc)

Deepak Xavier

Essential Services Lead Specialist, Oxfam India

The session will cover:
What is tax abuse? How the UN Guiding Principles can help to tackle it 

Shirley Pouget

The impact of tax abuse on human rights 

Thembinskosi Dlamini, Deepak Xavier

Initiatives in different countries to tackle the problem: how lawyers can help

Attiya Waris

Organising events on tax abuse and human rights:

David Bilchitz, Adrienne Margolis 

Contact person for this proposal:

Adrienne Margolis

Founder

Lawyers 4 Better Business

Tel: +44 1622 715192

E mail: adrienne@l4bb.org
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