Secretariat of the Forum on business and human rights 
Special Procedures Branch
Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights
E-mail: forumbhr@ohchr.org 

SIDE EVENT - Privatized remedy and human rights: Re-thinking grievance mechanisms
Convenors: Rights and Accountability in Development and MiningWatch Canada
Panellists: Tricia Feeney, Rights and Accountability in Development, Catherine Coumans, MiningWatch Canada, Jonathan Kaufman, Earth Rights International, Gaby Quijano, Amnesty International and Chantal Peyer Bread for All 
Chair Elin Wrzoncki, The Danish Institute for Human Rights 
1 December Third Forum on Business and Human Rights, Palais des Nations, Geneva

11:45-1:15 

This panel will reflect on two of the key themes of 2014 Forum - exploring access to effective remedy and identifying good practice. Speakers will highlight the challenges in obtaining a rights-compatible remedy using project-level grievance mechanisms in cases of violence, including sexual violence, in areas of weak governance.  Speakers will discuss common themes across a range of countries including the results of human rights field assessments of two project-level grievance mechanisms: one in Papua New Guinea, Tanzania and the Democratic Republic of Congo. In these cases the human rights abuses related to violence by mine security against local community members. Significant failures of these mechanisms to meet rights-compatible criteria are discussed within a context of how these shortcomings might best be addressed. The session will be structured in such a way that input from the audience can be solicited.  The panel will also consider a community-led grievance mechanism model – an innovative approach that may lead to more accountable project-level mechanisms. 
