Latin American Public Policy Session
Tuesday December 2nd, 2014

4.15-5.45

Background information:  
None of the 33 countries of Latin American and the Caribbean have yet published their National Action Plans on Business and Human Rights. In the context of CELAC, all countries have committed to develop National Action Plans on Corporate Social Responsibility, based in internationally recognize norms of behavior, which should include business and human rights.
Session objectives: 

· Describe the landscape of public policies in Latin America regarding responsible business practices.
· Describe the landscape of public policies in Latin America regarding business and human rights

· Present two countries examples of progress being made (Colombia and Chile)
· Present one subregional example of progress being made (Central America)
· Explore in conjunction with the audience the obstacles to the development first and implementation of National Action Plans on Business and Human Rights

Format: Introduction by Chair of the Panel, with background information about Public Policies regarding Responsible Business Practices in Latin America, presentation on business and human rights in Latin America presented by expert, two country cases (Colombia and Chile), one regional case (Central America) and open conversation with the audience.

A short questionnaire will be circulated within the audience to identify challenges for the development of NAPs in their countries.

Target audience: Participants from Latin America attending the Forum, interested in particular in the development of NAPs.

List of speakers:

Chair: Dante Pesce, Executive Director of VINCULAR Center at Catholic University of Valparaiso, Chile. Special Advisor on Latin American public policy for UN Global Compact, special advisor to ministry of Economy and ministry of Foreign Affairs of Chile on CSR public policy.
Paloma Muñoz, Inter-American Comission on Human Rights at the Organization of American States
Guillermo Rivera*, Presidential Counselor on Human Rights, Government of Colombia.
Verónica Zubia and Alejandro Salinas, Directorate of Human Rights at Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Government of Chile.
Matthias Dietrich, Executive Director of UNIRSE from Nicaragua on behalf of the regional alliance between the Secretary of Central American Economic Integration SIECA and INTEGRARSE network (UNGC and WBCSD local networks)
*Invited, to be confirmed
