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“Resolution A/HRC/26/9, a step forward towards the Elaboration of an International Legally Binding Instrument on Transnational Corporations and other Business Enterprises with respect to Human Rights”

Background: 

1. United Nations has adopted several Resolutions on Business and Human Rights over more than 10 years.

2. In 2011, the Human Rights Council endorsed the Guiding Principles for Business and Human Rights”, by Resolution A/HRC/RES/17/4 of 6 July 2011, which established the Working Group on Human Rights and Transnational Corporations and the annual forum. In the fourth operative paragraph of this Resolution, States recognize “the role of these principles Guiding Principles for the implementation of the Framework, on which further progress can be made, as well as guidance that will contribute to enhancing standards and practices with regard to business and human rights, and thereby contribute to a socially sustainable globalization, without foreclosing any other long-term development, including further enhancement of standards”.
3. On September 13th, 2013, during the 24° Ordinary Session of the UN Human Rights Council, Ecuador delivered a joint statement, supported by at least 85 countries, including the African Group and the Arab Group, about the possibility of negotiating a legally binding instrument on human rights and transnational corporations within the framework of the United Nations.

After the joint statement, more than two hundred NGOs welcomed and gave support to the proposal of establishing an international legally binding instrument, concluded within the UN system.

3. From 11th to 12th of March 2014, during the week of the 25th Ordinary Session of the Human Rights Council, the Permanent Missions of Ecuador and South Africa to the United Nations in Geneva co-organized the “Workshop of Human Rights and Transnational Corporations: Paving the way for a legally binding instrument”, aimed at contributing to clarify the ways in which a legally binding instrument on business and human rights would provide a framework for enhanced State action to protect rights and prevent the occurrence of human rights abuses. It was also aimed at discussing the difficulties faced by developing countries when trying to hold TNCs accountable of gross human rights abuses potentially amounting to international crimes, as well as the gaps under the current soft law framework. 

3. On June 26th, 2014, the Human Rights Council in its 26º Ordinary Session adopted Resolution A/HRC/26/9 “Elaboration of an International Legally Binding Instrument on Transnational Corporations and other Business Enterprises with respect to Human Rights“ The initiative was presented by Ecuador and South Africa, co-sponsored by Algeria, Bolivia, Cuba, El Salvador, Senegal y Venezuela, and supported by more than 600 hundred Non Governmental Organizations around the world, as well as the Holly See. 

Main Objectives of the Side Event: 

- To dialogue internationally about the benefits of elaborating an international legally binding framework for regulating the activities of transnational corporations and other business enterprises with respect to human rights.

- To share opinions about the steps envisaged towards the creation of a legally binding instrument on business and human rights.

Specific Objectives:

1. Explain the background of Resolution 26/9.

2. Present positive aspects of Resolution 26/9 for different stakeholders.

3. Analyze the importance of a legally binding instrument on this issue.

4. Share the reasons to support the initiative on the legally binding instrument.

Possible Date, Venue and Format: 

The side event will be opened to States and other relevant stakeholders, and will be held in English.
It will consist of presentations by invited experts, followed by an interactive dialogue and conclusions. 

The side event will take place on December 1st, 2014 from 14:45 to 16:15, in room XI, at the Palais des Nations in Geneva, during the Third Forum of United Nations on Business and Human Rights.

Panelists:

1. South Centre.

2. Academia.

3. A member from the Treaty Alliance (more than 600 NGOs that supported Resolution 26/9)

4. Permanent Mission of Ecuador to the United Nations.


