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The International Disability and Development Consortium (IDDC1) welcome this opportunity 

to provide input the OHCHR report on the Protection of the Rights of the Child and the 2030 

Agenda for Sustainable Development. IDDC is a global consortium of 28 disability and 

development non-governmental organisations (NGOs), mainstream development NGOs and 

disabled people's organisations (DPOs) supporting disability and development work in more 

than 100 countries around the world. The aim of IDDC is to promote inclusive development, 

with a special focus on promoting the full and effective enjoyment of human rights by all 

persons with disabilities living in economically poor communities in lower and middle-income 

countries. 

Within this submission, we wish to draw particular attention to the rights of children with 

disabilities. Globally, children with disabilities are less likely to attend school2, and much 

more likely to experience violence and abuse3. They rarely have their voices heard in matters 

that affect them, whether at home or in the public realm4. These deprivations and violations 

of the human rights of children limit their opportunities and potential later in life, making them 

less likely to gain employment and more likely to be trapped in poverty.  

Given our experience with children with disabilities, this submission is responding directly to 

the guidance questions 1 and 2a as outlined in the OHCHR call for inputs.5 

 

1.        What key lessons learned from the experience of implementing the Millennium 

Development Goals should be taken into account to ensure that the rights of the child 

are protected in the implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development? 

As persons with disabilities were not referenced in the Millennium Development Goals 

(MDGs), children with disabilities were in practice excluded from important development 

initiatives and funding streams around the world. The focus on aggregate measurements, 

such as net school enrolment, masked important inequalities of access as well as learning 

outcomes. Consequently, there was a recognition that advances made towards the MDGs 
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were slowed by inequality, and that progress tended to bypass those who were most 

disadvantaged because of disability, age, sex or ethnicity6.  

The exclusion of children with disabilities from the progress made towards the MDGs 

therefore resulted in deprivations of the rights of children with disabilities, as they did not 

benefit from crucial advancement made on education, health and poverty reduction.  

This important lesson – the need to explicitly mention persons and children with disabilities – 

has been taken on board by the international community within the new Sustainable 

Development Goals. In addition to its overarching principle of “leave no one behind” which 

applies universally across all 169 targets across the 17 Goals; seven targets have an explicit 

reference to persons with disabilities.  

 

2.        What approaches to implementing the 2030 Agenda would ensure the 

protection of the rights of all children, and that no child is left behind? Please 

define your response in relation to the following areas: 

At an overarching level, the core human rights principles affecting children with disabilities 

should be a central approach to implementing the 2030 Agenda. The core principles of the 

Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) include development, protection, participation 

and non-discrimination. Additionally, the best interests of the child should guide law, policy 

and practice when making decisions that affect children. The Convention on the Rights of 

Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) outlines the following additional core principles, respect for 

dignity and autonomy, inclusion, diversity, accessibility, and respect for the evolving 

capacities of children. For deeper analysis on specific goals and targets, the provisions of the 

CRC and CRPD and their respective General Comments provide considerable detail for 

SDG implementation. This will ensure that implementation of the 2030 agenda contributes to 

tackling the exclusion and inequality currently experienced by children with disabilities, and 

hence make great advances towards the realisation of their rights.  

a. Equality and non-discrimination 

Promoting inclusive education, in line with CRPD article 24 

One area where children with disabilities face high levels of discrimination is within 

education. Reliable global data on access to education for children with disabilities are 

lacking, but the recent report from the Education Commission estimates that half of the 

estimated 65 million primary and lower secondary-school age children with disabilities in 

developing countries are out of school.7 A previous study by Plan International documents 

that children with disabilities may be ten times more likely not to attend school8. Overall, 

children with disabilities are less likely to start school than other children, and have lower 
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rates of staying and advancing onto higher levels of education.9  This is due to barriers such 

as a lack of legislative and policy frameworks to support inclusive education, 

institutionalization, lack of training for teachers on inclusive teaching methodologies, stigma 

and inadequate understanding about the nature of disability on the part of teachers, parents 

and community members. Further, learning environments are often inaccessible and not 

designed according to the principles of universal design, transport may be unaffordable or 

inaccessible, students lack assistive devices, curricula has not been adapted to meet the 

needs of children with disabilities, and learning materials are often not accessible10 11. 

Moreover, schools often do not give consideration to the reasonable accommodations12 that 

could be made to support and include children with disabilities.  

In order to ensure that no children are left behind in implementing the education goals of the 

2030 agenda, we recommend the development of longer-term inclusive education plans at 

global, national, regional and local level, to ensure that all children, including children with 

disabilities and in particular children with deafblindness and multiple disabilities, and 

intellectual, psychosocial and developmental disabilities, are included within an inclusive 

mainstream educational system in line with CRPD provisions. 

Such measures must also ensure free, and compulsory quality primary and secondary 

education; including access to quality early childhood education and equal access to 

affordable and quality technical, vocational, business and tertiary education, including 

university.13 

Eliminating violence against children with disabilities 

Globally, children with disabilities are more likely to experience violence and abuse than their 

peers without disabilities14. Further, children with disabilities face a high risk of being socially 

rejected by their family or communities15. The social isolation and stigma often faced by 

children with disabilities put them at considerable risk of violence and exploitation in their 

own homes, as well as in care centers, schools, institutions or in the community.  

 

As outlined in the Convention on the Rights of the Child and further elaborated in CRC 

General Comment 13, violence against children includes “all forms of physical or mental 

violence, injury and abuse, neglect or negligent treatment, maltreatment or exploitation, 

including sexual abuse”16. Children with disabilities are at heightened risk of violence for a 

variety of reasons, ranging from deeply ingrained cultural prejudices and social stigma 

related to disability, to the specific emotional, physical, economic, and social needs of 

children with disabilities and the corresponding responsibilities experienced by his or her 

family or community17. Further, children with disabilities are often reluctant or unable to 
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disclose and report abuse, due to lack of information about what constitutes violence and 

how to report it, as well as inaccessible child protection systems and negative attitudes 

towards persons and children with disabilities18. In addition, the isolation and social exclusion 

of children with disabilities results in abuse that often takes place outside of public spaces, 

making it difficult to witness or identify. 

Violence against children with disabilities is a grave human rights violation in itself, and it 

becomes a barrier to realizing other rights and overall progress towards the 2030 agenda. 

For example, a recent study from Uganda showed that 84% children with disabilities in 

school experienced violence in school every week – perpetrated by their teachers and fellow 

students19. Violence in school thus becomes a barrier to inclusive education, as parents and 

caregivers become reluctant to send children with disabilities to school, and children with 

disabilities who are in school become more likely to drop out as a result of violence. Further, 

the school environment becomes less conducive to learning and development for children 

with disabilities.  

Facilitating inclusive participation of children and youth with disabilities 

Persons with disabilities are agents and beneficiaries of development, and the value of their 

contribution to the general well-being, progress and diversity of society has likewise been 

acknowledged at the highest level.20 To ensure that progress on the 2030 agenda does not 

leave anyone behind, persons with disabilities and their representative organisations must be 

included in all phases of implementation, including planning, design, monitoring, evaluation 

and follow-up processes. 

This is particularly important in the case of children and youth with disabilities, as they are 

often left out of consultative processes – they become excluded from consultations with 

persons with disabilities due to their age, and excluded from child and youth consultations 

due to lack of accessibility and equal opportunities. Overall, general channels through which 

children can have their voices heard, such as school councils and children’s parliaments, 

other consultative processes as well as judicial proceedings, often exclude children with 

disabilities, and do not acknowledge their capacities for participation.21 As disability is defined 

according to the CRPD as the interaction between individual impairments and barriers in 

society, children and youth are best placed to identify the barriers that hinder their full and 

effective participation within society and consequently also their inclusion within the 2030 

Agenda. Facilitation of the participation of children with disabilities within consultations on 

SDG implementation is therefore of vital importance. This requires the provision of 

accessible information, assistive devices, communication aids and interpreters.22 In addition, 

training and sensitization is also needed among parents and professionals to strengthen their 

awareness of the obligation to listen to children with disabilities, give due consideration to 

their voices, and respond to their concerns. 
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