The registration of births and issuing of birth certificates in the Slovak Republic is regulated by the Act No. 154/1994 Coll. on Civil Registers. Pursuant to Art.13 of the Act on Civil Registers, the following data are subject to entry to the Birth Registers: 

a) day, month, year and place of birth of the child; in case of multiple birth also the time order of birth,

b) name, surname, gender and birth identity number of the child, 
c) name, surname, maiden name, day, month, year and place of birth, birth identity number, citizenship and permanent residence of parents of the child, 
d) agreement between parents on the surname of the child, if their surnames are different or in case they are not married; alternatively the court’s decision on the surname of the child, 
e) day, month and year of the entry.

The Birth Register includes both births and stillbirths. The notification of the birth to the Civil Register Office is an obligation of a doctor who was present at birth or who provided a medical treatment to a mother/baby after the birth. In other situations, the notification shall be done by one of the parents. A person who is subject to the obligation of notification shall make the notification within 3 working days from the birth. A mother can do so even after the period has lapsed, as soon as she is able to make a notification. 

If a mother leaves a child in the medical centre and has required in written form the confidentiality regarding her identity, the entry in the Birth Register is made upon a report of a doctor who was present at birth; the report shall be sent to the Civil Register Office the latest by the day when mother is released from the medical centre and shall include the day, month, year and place of the birth of a child as well as its gender. 

Pursuant to Art. 19 of the Act on Civil Registers the birth certificate is an official document which includes the following details:

a) name of the document and indication of the Civil Register Office which has issued the birth certificate, 
b) day, month, year, place of birth and birth identity number of a child,
c) name and surname of a child,

d) gender,

e) name, surname, maiden name, date and place of birth, citizenship and birth identity number of parents,

f) day, month and year when the birth certificate was issued, signature with name, surname and function of an entitled person and a stamp of the Civil Register Office.
A separate Civil Register is kept by the Ministry of Interior of the Slovak Republic. This „separate civil register“ serves for entries of births (as well as marriages and deaths) of citizens of the Slovak Republic which happened abroad, at the premises of Slovak embassies abroad, at boards of ships or planes registered in the Slovak Republic, at the land not belonging to any state. The notification of a birth in such case can be made at the embassy of the Slovak Republic abroad, at the Civil Register Offices where the citizen has registered for a permanent residence or had the last permanent residence or at any Civil Register Office in the Slovak Republic in case a citizen has not had a permanent residence in Slovakia.


In December 2012, the Ministry of Interior submitted a proposal amending the Act No. 154/1994 Coll. which is aiming to introduce the following changes concerning birth registries. In case of babies found in the public incubators (i.e. places called baby hatches), the registration in the registry of births should be done exclusively upon the report of a doctor. The report shall include, beyond others, the indication of child’s age or the date of its birth. The proposed amendment also covers situations of the births given at home. It regulates, that the person notifying the birth of a child outside medical centers has to identify him/herself before the Civil Register Office and also requires a medical report on the termination of pregnancy by giving birth. Another change that the amendment is introducing is that all entries, changes, corrections and records to the registry, which are part of the collection of registry’s lists, shall be done in written form, thus excluding oral notifications in the covered area. The legislative proposal is currently subject to discussion before advisory bodies of the Government of the Slovak Republic before it proceeds to the further stages of the legislative procedure. 
 

