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Registration of a birth is a legal requirement in Ireland under the Civil Registration Act 2004. All births that occur in the State must be registered within three months of the date of birth. There are no specific measures in place to address registration for any specific sector of society as this service is widely available with no identifiable barriers or restrictions.
The registration of the birth is carried out based on information provided by a qualified informant who is required to attend at the office of the Registrar to sign the Register of Births. The mother and father of the child are the main qualified informants and, where possible, must attend personally for the registration of the birth. Where the parents do not register the birth, or it is not possible for them to do it, the following individuals can also act as qualified informants:

· A designated member of the staff of the hospital (or other institution, organisation or enterprise) where the birth took place 

· Any person present at the birth 

· Any person present in the dwelling where the birth occurred 

· Any person who has charge of the child 

· A person appointed guardian of the child 

· A person found to be the parent of the child by order of the courts 
The following information is recorded in the Register of Births: 

1. Time, date and place of birth of the child 

2. Gender of the child 

3. Personal Public Service Number (PPS Number) of the child (allocated at registration) 

4. Forename(s) and surname of the child 

5. Forename(s) and surname of the mother 

6. Birth surname of the mother 

7. All previously used surnames of the mother (if any) 

8. The mother's normal occupation 

9. The mother's normal address at the date of birth 

10. The mother's date of birth 

11. The mother's marital status 

12. The mother's Personal Public Service Number (PPS Number) 

13. Birth surname of the mother's mother 

Similar information with regard to items 5-13 is entered for the father. 
