1. Please share any information or evidence on the impact of environmental degradation, pollution or exposure of children to hazardous substances on children's rights, including the right to health.

As a national human rights institution, the Ombudsman does not have primary data or evidence on the issue concern. There is no specific legislation monitoring environmental risks for children, nor institutional mechanisms dedicated to this issue. Law no. 17/2018 “On Official Statistics” has improved the processes of managing and collecting national data, including the area of ​​children's rights. The Institute of Statistics (INSTAT) is responsible for ensuring that all official statistics agencies use the United Nations and Eurostat standards, definitions, classifications and methodologies. The State Agency for the Rights and Protection of Children collects and processes annual statistic data on children’s rights in collaboration with line ministries, municipalities and INSTAT including data on children’s health, nutrition and labor.

2. Please identify important and globally relevant examples of best practices in ensuring children's rights through a healthy environment, including good practices to mitigate the exposure of children to harmful levels of air pollution and hazardous substances, such as pesticides or other toxic chemicals. What legal measures or other ones have been taken to ensure that the activities of companies do not harm the environment, within the country or in other countries?

Harmonization of national legislation in this regard can be considered as a very positive effort towards the real guarantee of human rights in Albania, which undoubtedly includes even the future generation.

Currently the draft law “On some amendments and additions to the law no. 9942, dated on 26.6.2008, "On the prevention of disorders caused by iodine deficiency in the human body," as amended ", which is still being reviewed, aims at preventing also the effects on the health of children of problems caused by iodine deficiency. The issue of iodized salt strongly supported by UNICEF with various campaigns and even with a study on iodine problems in Albania, on the nutritional status of iodine intake in the population and on the level of use of iodized salt at the household level, has mandated legal improvements to control this product. UNICEF's proposal is to allow the importation of non-iodized food salt solely for the purpose of reinforcing the iodized salt by entities licensed for this purpose under the legislation in force. 
· We also qualify the adoption of bylaws to minimize the harmful gas emitted by old cars, as well as to prohibit their importation, with the aim of better protecting the environment and avoiding the emission of gases which are dangerous to health.
· We also consider as a very good practice even the actions for the control and closure of lime kilns, as well as on-site controls to stop this environmentally destructive activity. 
Although not directly related to children, they testify positive efforts and measures to ensure a healthy environment as well as preventive air pollution policies.

The State, within its constitutional powers and means, and in addition to private initiative and responsibility, aims at the highest possible standard of physical and mental health; a healthy and environmentally friendly environment for present and future generations, as well as rational utilization of forests, waters, pastures and other natural resources based on the principle of sustainable development. Currently, Albania is in a complex situation regarding the harmonization of EU climate legislation. Recent progress reports on Albania also highlight the need for the preparation and harmonization of climate legislation, which is in its early stages. The progress report for 2016 stated that in the following year, the country should in particular improve the legal and policy framework for the environment and climate ... and establish a systematic strategic planning for climate change as well as pursue the implementation of the Paris Agreement on Climate. Further efforts should be made to harmonize the legislation on ozone diluting and fluorinated greenhouse gases, as well as the directives on the trade of greenhouse gas emissions and the geological storage of CO2. We can mention mainly the legislation on strategic environmental assessment, protection of air quality in the environment, environmental impact assessment, etc. that aim to ensure high environmental protection and sustainable development, by including environmental issues in drafting, approving, revising, amending or modifying plans or programs with potential negative consequences for the environment.

a-What are the main gaps and challenges of your experience in this regard?

The current system needs improvements to enable direct tracking of resources spent on children and their rights, as well as to increase participatory access to budget planning and monitoring.

With the strengthening of child protection actors at the local level, reporting capacities are also expected to be strengthened.

Despite legal improvements, there exist still some challenges. The efficient functioning of Child Protection Units is also affected by the high staff turnover and lack of compliance with the criteria for employment of Child Protection Officers, including the educational levels and vocational training required. There is still an overlap in the CPU's role with other functions (for e.g social administrator) and effective reporting mechanisms are lacking which enable the local CPUs to process information at the national level. Lack of qualified human resources restricts the provision of services by the CPOs and reduces the quality of case management.

3. Please provide information on national legislation and policies to ensure that companies pay due attention to human rights and do not contribute to child rights’ abuses.

Aiming at avoiding and eliminating the worst forms of child labor and prohibiting the employment of children who have not yet reached the age of employment, legislation on strategic environmental assessment, protection of air quality in the environment, environmental impact assessment, etc., has generally aimed for companies registered at the National Business Center to avoid the most harmful practices in the interest of protecting the environment in accordance with the Sustainable Development Goals. This is also through the involvement of environmental issues in the formulation, adoption, revision, change or modification of plans or programs with potential negative consequences for the environment.

The Ministry of Tourism and Environment is the main authority responsible for drafting environmental protection and control policies at the national level.

a- What measures are in force to combat dangerous forms of child labor in which children are at particular risk of exposure to hazardous and toxic substances?

Based on the legal improvements of the Labor Code in terms of better protection of children, with the adoption of Decision no. 108/2017 “On the Protection of Children at Work”, the Council of Ministers has set out detailed principles and requirements for the protection of the safety and health of children under the age of 18 from economic exploitation or any work that may impair their safety, health or physical, mental, moral or social development, or impede their education or participation in cultural, commercial, and similar activities. There is also an obligation on the part of the employer to assess the specific risk to agents, processes or working conditions, depending on the nature, the extent and duration of exposure in the workplace, where children are engaged in work activities. The State Inspectorate of Labor and Social Services takes legal action in cases where legal provisions regulating child labor have been violated. The focus of inspections’ work is the seasonal employment of workers, child labor, second and third shift work, health and safety conditions at work.

And an annual initiative to promote a healthy environment are the car-free days and activities organized nationally, or at the level of municipalities and educational institutions.

4. What measures are in force to fulfill the right of children to participate and to be heard in decision-making affecting their rights and environment, including their right to be compensated in the event of violations of their rights related to pollution or exposure to hazardous substances?

Strengthening the participation of children in monitoring their rights is one of the priorities of the Ombudsman's Section for the Protection and Promotion of Children's Rights, and this is reflected in the Strategy and Action Plan of the Section for the Protection and Promotion of Children’s Rights for the period 2019-2022, an integral part of the Ombudsman’s Institution's Strategy. As provided for by the Convention on Children’s Rights, the right of children to be heard is enshrined in all major laws related to children, to be consulted during the planning and implementation of relevant policies. Child participation is one of the cross-cutting elements of all the strategic pillars of the National Agenda for Children's Rights 2017-2020. 
In the process of consultation with the children, the Ombudsman has drafted the guide “On the cooperation of the Ombudsman Office with children and the civil society”. The Parliamentary Group “Friends of Children” (GMF), as a special group of the Albanian Parliament, aims to support a favorable climate in Parliament for issues related to children, including the introduction of children’s rights legislation and the guarantee of children’s rights, accountability and hearing of children's voice by the responsible institutions. Children have the status of observers at meetings of the National Council for the Protection of Children’s Rights.

5. How are environmental risks for children monitored and measured in your country?

There is no specific legislation that monitors environmental risks for children, as well as institutional mechanisms dedicated to this issue. The framework law on the rights and protection of children specifically provides for the protection of children from economic exploitation. Improvements in criminal legislation have also led to the provision of protection and prosecution of the economic exploitation of children. Child protection structures have been clarified and there have been strengthened measures which employees can use when identifying cases of children at risk of violence, abuse, neglect or exploitation, including emergency measures to immediately remove the child from a dangerous situation. Environmental damages and risks are a threat and have an impact on the lives of children today and in the future. 
Albania has ratified the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change and the Kyoto Protocol under this convention. Currently, Albania is in a complex situation regarding the harmonization of EU climate legislation, as it has no obligation to reduce it, while efforts to integrate into the EU bring it closer.

Since there is currently no specific legislation serving as the legal basis for climate change bylaws, which are occasionally required to be drafted by the EU, and continuing in the tradition already established to have a framework law on all matters with regard to environmental issues, the Albanian Parliament has initially prepared the draft framework law on climate change, which creates the legal basis and institutional framework for meeting the country's obligations under the convention, but also for aligning with the climate acquis. So the purpose of this law is to create the whole legal basis that we do not currently have for integrating effective policies and measures that enable you to meet your obligations under the climate change convention and to achieve its ultimate objective by promoting reducing greenhouse gas emissions, maintaining and increasing the country's absorption and reservoirs. The Inter-institutional cooperation on the implementation of Convention and acquis obligations is regulated by law defining clear responsibilities for each institution. This is also in view of the current situation of the Republic of Albania as a candidate country, which is working intensively to start negotiations to become an EU member state.  
