Contribution of the Slovak Republic

This contribution incorporates information relevant to issues of information and communications technology and child sexual exploitation, assembled on the national level from the Ministry of Labour, Social Affairs and Family of the Slovak Republic, the Ministry of Education, Science, Research and Sport of the Slovak Republic and the Ministry of Interior of the Slovak Republic.  
Legal framework

Child sexual abuse is defined as a criminal offence in the article 201 of Act No. 300/2005 Coll. Criminal Code along with respective punishment, while article 201 a) specifically targets cases of grooming and specifies respective punishment. Article 179 of the Criminal Code criminalises trafficking in human beings, including child sexual exploitation. Though not explicitly stated, in this regard, information and communications technology can be considered means to criminal activities in question. Articles 368 – 370 of the Criminal Code criminalise child pornography.  
According to Act No. 305/2005 Coll. on Socio-Legal Protection of Children and Social Guardianship and on the Amendment and Supplements to Certain Acts, everyone is obliged to report to the Authority of Socio-legal Protection of Children and Social Guardianship (hereinafter referred to as "OSPODaSK") any incidents of violation of children’s rights. A child has a right to ask for help regarding protection of his/her rights from OSPODaSK, other state authority entitled to protect child’s rights and interests, facility, municipality, higher territorial unit, accredited entities, school, school facility of a health care provider, while all these entities are obliged to provide instant help to a child in protecting his/her life and health, take measures towards securing his/her rights and interests, including mediating such assistance. This applies also in case a child, due to his/her age and level of mental maturity, is not capable of asking for help himself/herself, but via a third person.

Act No. 245/2008 Coll. on Upbringing and Education (Schools Act) and on the Amendment and Supplements to Certain Acts states among the goals of education and upbringing respect towards human rights and fundamental freedoms and principles listed in the Convention for the Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms, the need to acquire all information about the rights of the child and capability to put them in practice.

Ministry of Labour, Social Affairs and Family of the Slovak Republic

Given there are implications that a child has been a victim of violence, OSPODaSK takes measures for providing social counselling, conducting field social work, mediating participation in programmes of assistance to victims of violence. Within assistance to victims of violence OSPODaSK provides psychological assistance and support counselling to strengthen coping with the effects of the traumatic incident.

OSPODaSK provides social counselling, information about authorities and organizations active in the field, i.e. information about accessible health services, social services and assistance for securing appropriate protection to a minor victim, his/her parents or a person taking care of the child. During the implementation of measures OSPODaSK collaborates with authorities active in criminal proceedings (the police, court, prosecution), schools, school facilities, municipalities, higher territorial units, accredited entities, health facilities, as well as other legal and natural persons active in the area of abused and neglected children. OSPODaSK takes the role of a guardian in criminal proceedings.
In 2014, a multidisciplinary guidebook on CAN syndrome designated for social workers and other professionals was issued within the realisation of the National Project Supporting Deinstitutionalisation of Alternative Care (hereinafter referred to as "NP DEI"). The guidebook is utilized by employees of the offices of labour, social affairs and family and is accessible to the public at the website of the Central Office of Labour, Social Affairs and Family (hereinafter referred to as "the Central Office"). All heads of departments of socio-legal protection of children and social guardianship of the offices of labour, social affairs and family took part in a corresponding expert training conducted in 2014. 

NP DEI also includes an educational activity “social diagnostics”. To this day, 36 educational activities have been conducted with 490 employees taking part in them. This year, educational activity on leading an interview with a child is to be organised, with the aim of at least 1 employee of each office of labour, social affairs and family being trained, including 2 days of supervision about the content of education and experience of its application in practice.
Since June 1, 2015 until August 26, 2015 the Central Office conducted within its methodological agenda 8 regional methodical sessions for expert employees of children’s homes (psychologists) about procedures of children’s homes in identifying and subsequent resolving cases of sexual violence against children. The content of the methodological meetings was based on a specific material designated for facilities – a suggested procedure which includes legal framework of proceedings of natural and legal persons in dealing with respective issues, as well as national and world statistical indicators, selected sections of Code of Criminal Procedure and Criminal Code and the Directive 2012/29/EU of the European Parliament and of the Council. The material has been provided to children’s homes and accredited entities (non-state children’s homes). In February 2015, the Central Office created a special section on its website for expert employees of the children’s homes, via which it is possible to consult the material, ask questions, share experience and information. Since casuistics of children and reflections on proceedings are published in the section, it is not accessible to the public and it is safeguarded by login name and password granted to each children’s home.
OSPODaSK engages in communication with cooperating entities, such as NGOs Centrum Slniečko, n.o., civic association eSlovensko and civic association IPčko which runs an online help platform for children and youth.

Ministry of Education, Science, Research and Sport of the Slovak Republic
According to the ministry, media literacy and awareness raising are important tools that can significantly improve media competencies of children, parents and teachers and help to develop their critical approach to audiovisual and online content. Due to the dynamics of digital environment it is, however, important to multiply the efforts.

In its measures, the ministry follows also the Council of the European Union conclusions on the protection of children in the digital world (2011/C 372/04) underlining that in order to maximise opportunities offered by audiovisual media and the Internet, a safe media environment for minors is necessary and should be based on principles of human dignity, safety and respect for private life.

	


In the scope of fulfilling the need for Internet safety, school curriculum on all its levels within regional schooling (i.e. from preschool education up to secondary education) includes a compulsory cross-cutting topic “media education.
Regarding primary schools (ISCED 1 and ISCED 2), cyber/information technology safety is encompassed in the subject Informatics. Performance and content standards have been set to meet educational goals, with topically clustered teaching content attributed to performance standards. Topic clusters allow teachers to modify the teaching content according to specific needs. Examples of issues and questions covered by the topic clusters: risks related to the Internet, safe use of e-mail communication, private information safety, copyright principles, safe tools for downloading and sharing information, viruses, spams, computer criminality, credibility of information on the Internet.
Within a compulsory subject Informatics at secondary schools, pupils get acquainted, among others, also with software piracy, antivirus programmes and their use and risks related to information technologies. 
Pedagogical and Organisational Instructions is a document annually updated and issued by the ministry for a current school year. Regarding the school year 2015/2016, instructions relevant to the issue of information and communications technology and child sexual exploitation are:
· Media education (an obligatory cross-cutting topic or an optional subject)

- The ministry advises schools and teachers to employ materials available at the website of the State Pedagogical Institute (www.statpedu.sk) as well as information related to internet safety available at the websites: www.zodpovedne.sk, www.stopline.sk, www.ovce.sk, www.pomoc.sk 
· Safety and prevention

- The ministry advises that children’s behaviour is monitored and in case of suspecting their healthy personal development is violated ensure their protection and immediate resolution of the problem in cooperation with the school’s authorities and legal representatives of the child, if needed also with a school psychologist, expert employees of the corresponding Centre for Pedagogical-Psychological Counselling and Prevention, the corresponding paediatrician, a social guardian and/or a police officer. 
- In line with the Directive 2011/93/EU of the European Parliament and of the Council of the European Union of 13 December 2011 on combating the sexual abuse and sexual exploitation of children and child pornography, the ministry advises to ensure adequate informing of children about risks regarding falling victim to sexual abuse, exploitation and child pornography 
- In line with the implementation of the National Strategy for the Protection of Children against Violence, the ministry advises to ensure accessibility and availability of information about the rights of the child with a special focus on the issue of preventing violence against children, as well as age-responsive information about help options, including stimulation of critical approach of children towards inadequate media content.
Methodology and Pedagogy Centre is a budgetary organisation of the ministry responsible for methodological agenda and continual education of pedagogical, expert and non-pedagogical employees of schools and school facilities within the Slovak Republic. The Centre is realising an EU funded national project Activising methods in upbringing. Among the outcomes of the project there will be an analysis and interactive didactic tools applicable also in developing media education and critical thinking in relation to traditional and new media.
In 2014, the Slovak Centre for Scientific and Technical Information (department of prevention and youth research) conducted an opinion survey of prevention coordinators and pupils regarding bullying in primary and secondary schools. Occurance of cyberbullying and its particular forms were also covered by the survey.
In 2009, the Research Institute for Child Psychology and Pathopsychology conducted the research Slovak children and risks of virtual environment.
The ministry cooperates with and via a financial assistance scheme supports the civic association eSlovensko, which is a leading NGO in the field of the Internet and new media safety and their responsible use. 

· eSlovensko’s activity OVCE.sk (www.ovce.sk) teaches children about internet safety via stories. Three episodes in particular target sexual violence against children on the Internet. The stories are accessible also to people with sight and hearing disabilities and have been translated into 22 world languages.
· eSlovensko also publishes books about the issues in question, one of the latest being Children in the web – How to protect ourselves and our children on the Internet.
· In close cooperation with law enforcement agencies, eSlovensko operates the hotline www.stopline.sk for receiving and managing reports and data on online illegal child sexual abuse.
Ministry of Interior of the Slovak Republic
Within its agenda, the ministry conducts numerous preventive activities which contribute to a great extent to the elimination of child sexual abuse via information and communications technology. The following, conducted with financial and expert support of the ministry, stand for examples of good practice:
· Publication Children in the web – How to protect ourselves and our children on the Internet (one of the chapters being Sexuality on the web), which was published also in English language
· Animated cartoons OVCE.sk (one of the episodes targets grooming), available at http://sk.sheeplive.eu 
· Project Zodpovedne.sk, whose aim is to raise awareness about safe Internet and mobile use, risks related to virtual environment and counselling and help options

· Project Pomoc.sk, within which a daily online chat is available at the website www.pomoc.sk  from 4:00 PM till 11:30 PM and a non-stop toll-free helpline with the European-wide number 116 111, where children can report also cases of sexual abuse via information and communications technologies

· Website Stopline.sk set up in 2010 for illegal Internet content and activities to be reported
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