Questionnaire in relation to Human Rights Council Resolution A/HRC/RES/38/4 on human rights and climate change

1. Please describe the impacts of the adverse effects of climate change on the full and effective enjoyment of the human rights of women and girls. Where possible, please share specific examples and stories.

It is well known that human rights and development are closely linked. Both of them have the same goal to improve human well-being and freedom, based on the inherent dignity and equality of all people. And today’s world understands that without effective protection of human rights it will be useless to talk about any development. 
The Commissioner carries out the work on promotion of gender equality. In this regard the Commissioner pays special attention to the enlightenment activities among women of various regions, including settlements of ethnic minorities, IDPs and refugees. It is important to mention that the Institute implemented awareness raising activities in order to increase the participation of women in election as well as in decision-making process.
The climate change prevents the full and effective enjoyment of the human rights of women and girls. Especially access to the drinking water for the women and girls in the areas where the natural and human man-made disasters happen is being difficult. In the neighboring villages of the occupied areas of Azerbaijan the woman and girls who live in these villages are suffering from the access to the drinking water. 
2. Please describe any relevant commitments, legislation and other measures that you have taken to promote a gender-responsive approach to climate change mitigation and adaptation at the local, national, regional and international level and to ensure the full and effective enjoyment of the human rights of women and girls impacted by the adverse effects of climate change. Please include relevant mechanisms used to promote accountability and/or implementation. 
On the occasion of the “Year of Ecology” and “18 June - National Human Rights Day” in the country, it was held the VIII Baku International Conference of Ombudsmen “Human Rights and the Environment: Legal and Ethical Aspects of the Climate Change” on 17-19, June 2010. 

At this event, the issues on the “Role of the Legislation on Ecology in promoting human rights in the field of ecology”, “Ecology and human rights: civil society institutions’ activities”, “Influence of climate change to human rights and role of NHRIs”, “Climate Change in the World: international-legal and internal problems” and etc. have been discussed.

In the end of the Conference it was adopted Baku Declaration that emphasizes Enhancing the cooperation and promoting joint projects with universal and regional international organizations, UN and its specialized agencies, the UN Office of High Commissioner for Human Rights, the UN Human Rights Council, Council of Europe, the European Union, OSCE and other organizations, as well as with National Human Rights Institutions in the field of protection of environment.

3.Please share a summary of any relevant data that captures how the adverse effects of climate change have affected women'and girls, taking into account multiple and intersecting fornns of discrimination.
Conflicts and emergency situations cause water scarcity which leads to difficulties especially for the people belonging to the vulnerable groups. When water is limited, people may need to travel longer distances to get water that may create dangerous situation for them and damage their health. The right to water is emphasised in many international documents. The Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights adopted General Comment No. 15 on the right to water. Article I.1 states that "The human right to water is indispensable for leading a life in human dignity. It is a prerequisite for the realization of other human rights". 
Due to long lasting occupation of 20 percent of Azerbaijani lands by the Armenian armed forces one million people became refugees or IDPs. Now, in those occupied lands ecological disasters are damaging the flora and fauna. The occupation also affected neighboring country  regions and settlements in terms of access to drinking water. By the way, it should be noted that, the report titled “Inhabitants of frontier regions of Azerbaijan are deliberately deprived of water" prepared by Milica Markovic has been approved at the PACE session on 26th January 2016. Markovic noted that the document has been approved despite the protests of the Armenian side. This also clearly explains the hardship of the situation in the frontier regions of the occupied lands in terms of peoples’ access to drinking water. The Parliamentary Assembly reminded all member States that the right to water is essential to life and health, in accordance with the Helsinki Rules of 1966 and the Berlin Rules of 2004 on water resources, and thus constitutes a prior condition for enjoyment of other human rights.
4. Please describe mechanisms and tools, which can be used to measure and monitor the impacts of climate change on the full and effective enjoyment of the human rights of women and girls. 
        The issue of the protection of environment takes place in the state programs as well. The “Azerbaijan 2020: Look into the future” development concept approved by the Presidential Decree dated December 29, 2012 is the primary development goals of the country. The item 11 of this document is about the Environmental protection and ecological issues which stress the necessity of the protection of biodiversity, neutralization the negative impact of the fuel-energy complex on the environment, elimination the pollution of the sea and its basin, restoration green areas and effectively protection the existing resources and etc. It is worth to mention that about 5 million trees were planted in the country in 2015 according to the annual report of the Ministry of Ecology and Natural Resources. 

5. Please identify and share examples of good practices and challenges in the promotion, protection, and 'fulfilment of the human rights of women and girls in the context of the adverse effects of climate change. Please include examples that highlight multilateral cooperation, gender mainstreaming, gender responsive approaches, and the full, meaningful and effective participation of women and girls in relevant decision-making processes.

The Ombudsman plays an important role in promotion and implementation of the Concept by public awareness events and public hearings in the different regions of the country. The issue of improvement the access of the country population to enhanced water supply services and sewer system are emphasized in the Concept. The Concept also stresses the problems that pose great danger for the people. As such the formation of a large amount of Azerbaijan’s freshwater resources in the neighboring countries and their intensive contamination with chemical, radioactive and other harmful substances on the territory of these countries causes problems in supplying drinking water to the population particularly to the people in the occupied lands.
6. Please provide any additional information you believe would be useful to support efforts to integrate a gender-responsive approach into climate action at the local, national, regional and international levels for the full and effective enjoyment of the rights of women and girls.

It is well known that human rights and development are closely linked. Both of them have the same goal to improve human well-being and freedom, based on the inherent dignity and equality of all people. And the world now understands that without effective protection of human rights it will be useless to talk about any development. So, keeping this in mind, the new universal goals (SDGs) are more human rights-oriented. 

Under the Paris Principles, NHRIs are mandated to perform a broad range of functions. By this reason, the NHRIs are given broader role in implementation of the SDGs. As such, NHRIs have an important role in guiding the SDG process in promoting in their countries and evaluating it in terms of human rights perspective, realizing monitoring process and etc.
In respect of involving the gender perspective in water and sanitation agenda it is important to promote participation of women and men in this process. All relevant stakeholders such as state bodies, NHRIs, municipalities, communities and civil society organizations and international organizations should be involved in this process.

The recommendations of the Ombudsman on ensuring the gender equality in respect of access to drinking water and sanitation are as follows:

To mobilize the resources to ensure the access to clean water and providing sanitation;

To promote the use of electric cars;

To use the alternative energy resources effectively;

To reduce the work of housewives at home and provide effective conditions for those women to take responsibilities in society and be more active in decision making processes;

To use water cleaning system in every part of the country and provide effective, regular monitoring mechanisms in this regard;

To use social advertising tools effectively in order to show the importance of gender equality in access to clean water;

To promote effective use of water and the value of gender equality in this regard in schools; 

To provide effective cooperation between NHRIs and other stakeholders as well as international networks to promote the effective use of water resources, access to sanitation in respect of gender equality; 

To promote both men and women with equal rights in decision making process for effective use of clean water and access to sanitation.   

