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Italy’s contribution in relation to the request of the Office of the High Commissioner for the Human Rights of the United Nations pursuant to HRC Resolution 32/33 on human rights and climate change
Following to your query, Italian Authorities are in a position to provide the following information, prepared in collaboration with UNICEF Italy.

1. Please describe, in your view, the relationship between climate change and the enjoyment of the rights of the child, and any human rights obligations to mitigate and adapt to climate change that can be derived therefrom. Please also share any examples of how the realization of the rights of the child can contribute to more effective climate action. 

Climate change is undermining children’s basic rights. The Committee on the Rights of the child has recognized climate change as “one of the biggest threats to children’s health”
,as well as its adverse impact on, inter alia, the rights to education (Article 28), adequate housing (Article 27), safe drinking water and sanitation (Article 24). Yet, children’s vulnerability to climate change impacts poses an immediate and far-reaching threat to the enjoyment of many, if not all, rights enshrined in the Convention on the Rights of the Child, and notably the right to survival and development (Article 6).
Children are extremely vulnerable to climate change impacts, such as the increasing incidence of heat waves, droughts, floods, storms and diseases. Moreover climate change is undermining many of the results already achieved for children’s health and well-being. 

Climate change both feeds on and accentuates inequality: it is an equity issue that has a disproportionate impact on children, especially the most disadvantaged; children from the poorest families, including those with disabilities, will be affected the most. 

Many of the countries that are highly vulnerable to climate change are also the ones that have the highest number of children as a share of their overall population.
Children face more acute risks from climate-related disasters and slow onset events than adults due to their less developed physiology and immune systems, psychological vulnerabilities and needs in this context.

Children, particularly young children, are furthermore reliant on adults for their survival and development: whatever happens to adults often has a devastating impact on children too. Besides the direct risks of climate change, children are also affected when climate change hits their parents and other caregivers, such as loss of livelihoods and crop productivity. Moreover, when climate change sparks conflict over dwindling resources, children again pay the price for adults’ actions.
2. Please share a summary of any relevant data as well as any related mechanisms to measure and monitor the impacts of climate change on the enjoyment of the rights of the child, especially the rights of children in particularly vulnerable situations.

Children suffer disproportionately from climate change and growing environmental risks:

· Rising temperatures are lengthening the transmission season and expanding the geographic range of vector-borne diseases such as malaria, dengue, and meningococcal meningitis. The global burden of these diseases is already concentrated on children, and the World Health Organization (WHO) projects that climate impacts will cause an additional 60,000 deaths from malaria among children under the age of 15 by 2030
.

· Drought, flooding and more irregular rainfall patterns can increase the incidence of diarrhoeal diseases, a major cause of mortality for children that was responsible for 530,000 deaths of children under 5 in 2015
. The WHO projects that by 2030, climate impacts will result in 48,000 additional deaths from diarrheal disease for children under the age of 15
.

· Malnutrition is responsible for almost half of worldwide deaths of children under the age of 5
. Children are particularly vulnerable as they need to consume more food and water per unit of bodyweight than adults. For those that survive, the impacts can be lifelong. Under-nutrition during the first two years of life can lead to irreversible stunting, affecting both physical and cognitive development, with implications for schooling, health and livelihood.
 The WHO estimates that climate change will lead to nearly 95,000 additional deaths per year due to under-nutrition in children aged 5 years or less by 2030, and an additional 24 million undernourished children by 2050.

· During heatwaves, infants and young children are more likely than adults to die or suffer from heatstroke because they are unable or lack support to regulate their body temperature and control their surrounding environment. Extreme heat not only affects children directly, but also affects them through a variety of heat-related illnesses.

· Children are at risk of physical and psychological trauma during and after severe weather events, which are expected to increase in severity as global temperatures rise. Children are more likely than adults to die or suffer injuries, and in the aftermath, they are at heightened risk of exploitation, violence and abuse as a result of family separation, loss of family livelihoods and migration as families seek to cope with the impacts.

· Climate change exacerbates inequality and affects the most disadvantaged children most. Poor families live in more degraded areas, have less access to essential services such as water and sanitation, and have fewer resources available to cope with the impacts of climate change than their wealthier counterparts. Today, over half a billion children live in areas with extremely high risk of flooding, 115 million are at high or extremely high risk from tropical cyclones, and almost 160 million are exposed to high or extremely high drought severity. These children are primarily concentrated in Africa and Asia.
 Due to several major global trends, growing numbers of children are living in disaster-prone areas and exposed to weather extremes.

3. The best interest of the child should be taken into consideration in all matters concerning the rights of the child, including environmental decision-making. Please describe existing commitments, legislation and other measures adopted by States and other duty-bearers, such as businesses, in climate change mitigation and adaptation which are designed to protect the best interests of the child. In particular, please share information related to implementation of commitments to address climate change while simultaneously contributing to the realization of human rights and the rights of the child, the promotion of gender quality, and the protection of future generations. Please also note any relevant mechanisms for ensuring accountability for these commitments.

To ensure that the best interest of the child is taken into proper consideration in the environmental decision-making the green education plays an essential role to raise the awareness of future citizens to be accountable for their contribution on environmental issues and environmental good governance. At present the new concept of sustainable environmental education encompasses not only the environment but also the economic and social factors, so far impacting formally and informally on the lives of present and future generations. In line with the results of the 2002 Johannesburg Summit, the 2005-2014 Environmental Education Decade, the implementation of the UNESCO Global Programme of Action on Education to Sustainable Development to facilitate the actualization of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development (SDG 4.7 and SDG 13.3), the Ministries for the Enviroment and Education launched in 2015 the new Guidelines for Environmental Education, so far providing for an active role of young generations and the protection of children rights as it concerns their green lives.
4. Please provide guidance on what further actions need to be taken to adequately integrate children’s rights within climate change mitigation and adaptation policies, practices and decisions. In particular, please describe actions needed to:

a. Ensure the integration of children’s rights, including the rights to family, health, nutrition, education, participation, gender equality, water and sanitation, among others, in climate action;

b. Prevent violence or conflicts as it affects children and is connected with social, economic and political stressors aggravated by climate change; and 

c. Promote intergenerational equity.

Children are powerful agents of change and should be actively involved at global, national and community level on discussions on and solutions to climate change. They should have the opportunity to participate, including the most vulnerable (such as adolescent girls and children with disabilities). 

Stepping up efforts and investments in education, training and awareness-raising of children on climate change will help empower them as important stakeholders and agents of change. At the moment, the vulnerability of the youngest citizens who are most affected by climate change is insufficiently assessed and addressed. Efforts in conducting assessments must reflect the effects of climate change on children’s lives.

Analysis on identifying the children most at risk and actions must be taken to strengthen their resilience and to reduce their vulnerability. Results need to be included in national policies on climate change adaptation and translated into programmes and budget allocations.

Given the increase in frequency, magnitude and socio-economic impacts of climate-related disasters, it is essential to integrate climate change concerns in national plans, and to strengthen disaster risk reduction policy.

Climate change is already having an impact on humanitarian disasters and it is projected to increase the displacement of people throughout this century. It is important to align and coordinate on climate change adaptation and disaster risk reduction policies, programmes and investments, including humanitarian operations.

It is indisputable that the future generations will have to live with a changing and more extreme climate: strengthening children’s and their families’ ability to cope with shocks and stresses will help them to deal with the challenges of climate change.

Children must benefit from investments in climate change adaptation and sustainable energy: taking the needs of children into account in investments on climate change adaptation and in sustainable energy can benefit society: reduced child mortality, better early childhood development, improved maternal health, and better education for children.
5. Please share any commitments and best practices for effectively engaging children or youth in climate-related decision-making processes and climate action, particularly those most impacted by climate change, and with consideration for young people of different ages, gender and social backgrounds. Please share any examples of how empowering children and youth has contributed to more effective climate action.

Some best practice examples identified by UNICEF for effectively engaging children or youth in climate related decision making process and climate action
:

· Organizing/facilitating child/youth participation in national consultation/public events where climate change and the environment figure prominently in the discussions (such as the J7 Summit);

· Training children to be “Climate Ambassadors”, supporting them to use media, peer education, debates to engage with their communities and leaders on the issue of climate change;

· Providing children and youth with climate change education, awareness raising and training, integrating climate change and disaster risk reduction in national curricula and school life;

· Designing a child-sensitive national climate change response Strategy in collaboration with children;

· Promoting National Studies on climate change impact on children;

· Increasing awareness and expertise in relation to child rights among decision makers, promoting a child rights-based approach to climate change issues.
6. Please provide any additional information you believe would be useful to understand efforts made and challenges confronting States and other duty-bearers in their efforts to protect the rights of the child from the impacts of climate change.

�	 General Comment n.15(2013) on the right of the child to the enjoyment of the highest attainable standard of health (art.24), paragraph 50.


�	 WHO, World Malaria Report, 2014.


�	 UNICEF (2015), unless We Act Now: the impact of climate change on children.


�	 WHO, Quantitative risk assessment of the effects of climate change on selected causes of death, 20130s and 2050s (2014).


�	 UNICEF (2015), unless We Act Now: the impact of climate change on children.


�	 UNICEF (2015), unless We Act Now: the impact of climate change on children.


�	 WHO, Quantitative risk assessment of the effects of climate change on selected causes of death, 20130s and 2050s (2014).


�	 UNICEF (2015), unless We Act Now: the impact of climate change on children.


�	 UNICEF (2015), unless We Act Now: the impact of climate change on children.


�	 UNISDR (United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction) (2015), Making development sustainable: the future of disaster risk management. Global Assessment Report on Disaster Risk Reduction.


�	 See UNICEF (2015), unless We Act Now: the impact of climate change on children.
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