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REPUBLIC OF NAMIBIA
Human rights and climate change

Question 1

Please describe, in your view, the relationship between climate change and the enjoyment of the rights of the child, and any human rights obligations to mitigate and adapt to climate change that can be derived therefrom. Please also share any examples of how the realisation of the rights of the child can contribute to more effective climate action.

Climate change affects everybody but its impact on children is severe. Natural calamities associated with climate change such as drought will lead to crop failure which in turn will lead to malnutrition in children.  In order to mitigate the impact of climate change on children, special emphasis should be placed on education, which in itself is a critical human right. Education and/awareness of the effects of climate change will likely reduce some of its impact. 

Question 2

Please share a summary of any relevant data as well as any related mechanisms to measure and monitor the impacts of climate change on the enjoyment of the rights of the child, especially the rights of children in particularly vulnerable situations.

In order to measure and monitor the impacts of climate change on the enjoyment of the rights of the child, the Namibian Government enacted the Disaster Risk Management Act. The Act is aimed at providing for the establishment of institutions for disaster risk management in Namibia. a disaster risk management plan is in place to cover amongst others drought and flood events from climate change. The Disaster Risk Management Act also provides for the establishment of institutions for disaster risk management in Namibia. It is also aimed at providing for an integrated and coordinated disaster management approach that focuses on preventing or reducing the risk of disasters, mitigating the severity of disasters, emergency preparedness, rapid and effective response to disasters and post-disaster recovery.
Question 3

The Government of Namibia established a multi-sectoral National Climate Change Committee (NCCC) in 2001 to guide national activities and measures aimed at adapting to climate change. The Government also developed a National Climate Change Policy (NCCP) in 2011, as well as a National Climate Change Strategy and Action Plan (NCCSAP) which was approved by Cabinet in 2014. The NCCSAP is a key instrument and strategic implementation plan that operationalises the National Climate Change Policy from 2013–2020. The strategy is aimed at putting into place measures for the medium and longer-term strategies that are necessary to address climate change. The NCCP aims to manage climate change response according to the national developmental goals. It also promotes the integration and coordination of programmes for various sector organisations to ensure that benefits to the country as a whole are maximised, and negative impacts are minimised. The policy is in line with the principle of sustainable development as defined in the Rio Declaration of 1992; and specifically embedded human rights-based development that the Namibian government recognises and embraces the fundamental rights of human-kind and further recognises that the most severe effects of climate change will be felt by the rural poor, women, children and marginalised groups. It thus strongly advocates for the practice of human right-based development in accordance with the national laws.

Namibia is also an active Party to the United Nations Convention on Climate Change; hence it is eligible to receive support from multilateral funding windows such as the Green Climate Fund, Adaptation Fund and Global Environmental Facility. For instance, Namibia is currently implementing a 5-year national project (2015–2019) called Scaling up community resilience to climate variability and climate change in Northern Namibia, with special focus on women and children funded by the Global Environmental Facility. The project is aimed to strengthen the adaptive capacity to reduce vulnerability of rural communities, in responding to droughts and floods in Northern Namibia, with a special focus on women and children. In terms of accountability, the NCCSAP has a mid-term review for monitoring and evaluation of activities and a quarterly review of the implementation of activities is done throughout its implementation. 

Question 4

· Child-centred approaches to adaptation are effective and should be included prominently in local and national climate change and development planning processes. 
· Existing adaptation policies, guidelines and strategies should be reviewed to ensure that children are visible, that their rights are respected, and that the root causes of girls’ and boys’ vulnerability are addressed.

· Newly developed plans, including National Development Plans, should include child-centred approaches and ensure that children’s rights are integrated into policy implementation.
· There is a need to focus on the speciﬁc risks faced by children in a changing climate;

· There is a need to recognise that children’s needs and capacities are central to adaptation planning and implementation; and

· There is a need to increase the voice and agency of children in adaptation decision-making processes.
· The Government is urged to include gender and climate change into the curriculum of education and training programs.

· Investing in the resilience of children will pay dividends; it generates economies of scale and promotes economic gains.
Question 5. 
Please share any commitments and best practices for engaging children or youth in climate-related decision making processes and climate action, particularly, those most impacted by climate change, and with consideration for young people of different ages, gender and social backgrounds. Please share any examples of how empowering children and youth has contributed to more effective climate action.

Namibia has its own Children’s parliament. The primary goal of the Children’s Parliament is to lobby or advise government and its agencies responsible for law-making and their implementing machinery to fast track policies that would improve the rights and welfare of children and young persons in accordance with national legal instruments and international conventions.
The Children’s Parliament is the mouth piece of children, young persons. It should serve as an introduction to the work being done regarding children and young persons in Namibia. The youth parliament can be utilised to effectively allow the youth to engage political office bearers in climate related decision making processes and climate action. The Namibian Children’s Advocate like the youth parliament, is a platform for children to air their views on how to mitigate the impact of climate change.
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