Response of the Republic of Slovenia to the OHCHR questionnaire on the relationship between climate change and the full and effective enjoyment of the rights of the child
1. Please describe, in your view, the relationship between climate change and the enjoyment of the rights of the child, and any human rights obligations to mitigate and adapt to climate change that can be derived therefrom. Please also share any examples of how the realisation of the rights of the child can contribute to more effective climate action.

Slovenia supports the endeavors to adequately address the nexus between the environmental issues and the enjoyment and realization of all human rights. Protection of the environment, climate change and prevention of environmental degradation requires action of the whole international community. Addressing climate change in order to guarantee full enjoyment of rights of the child could also be derived from Rio Declaration on Environment and Development as well as from 2030 Agenda on Sustainable Development.

Slovenia is committed to the protection and promotion of both human rights and the environment. A clean, safe, healthy and secure environment is fundamentally important to the implementation of all other human rights. At the national level, the Constitution of the Republic of Slovenia defines the right to a healthy living environment (Article 72). The right is furthermore elaborated in the paramount Environment Protection Act and related legislation. The state is thus responsible for a healthy living environment and has been given an active role in environmental protection.

Rights of the child are protected on constitutional level as well. Article 56 stipulates that children enjoy special protection and care (including from abuse) and that they shall enjoy human rights and fundamental freedoms consistent with their age and maturity. Best interest of the child applies widely in Slovenian (government) policies. 
Promotion and protection of human rights in context of climate change has been recognized in the Paris agreement to which Slovenia is a party. Currently, Slovenian policies on climate change do not include specific provisions on protection on the rights of the child. Recently adopted strategic framework on climate change adaptation gives special attention to vulnerable groups.
2. Please share a summary of any relevant data as well as any related mechanisms to measure and monitor the impacts of climate change on the enjoyment of the rights of the child, especially the rights of children in particularly vulnerable situations. 
Currently, there are no established national mechanisms to measure and monitor the impacts of climate change on the enjoyment of the rights of the child. 

However, strategic framework on climate change adaptation, adopted in December 2016, gives special attention to vulnerable groups. Newly developed indicator of climate vulnerability has been elaborated, part of data will also include vulnerability (and adaptability) of most vulnerable groups.
3. The best interests of the child should be taken into consideration in all matters concerning the rights of the child, including environmental decision-making. Please describe existing commitments, legislation and other measures adopted by States and other duty-bearers, such as businesses, in climate change mitigation and adaptation which are designed to protect the best interest of the child. In particular, please share information related to implementation of commitments to address climate change while simultaneously contributing to the realization of human rights and the rights of the child, the promotion of gender equality, and the protection of future generations. Please also note any relevant mechanisms for ensuring accountability for these commitments. 

Best interest of the child applies widely in Slovenian (government) policies. The Strategy of the Republic of Slovenia for the Enviromental Health of Children and Youth 2012-2020 and the Resolution on the Slovenian food and nutrition action plan 2015-2025 require access to safe drinking water, safe food and to provide basic nutruition needs in Slovenia. 
Concrete actions to protect human rights, which are endangered because of changing environment due to climate change, are in the areas of proactive and vigilant emergency preparedness; ensuring that information reaches the people affected quickly and securely; multisectoral cooperation; climate change mitigation and adaptation measues that will protect and promote human health, including healthier ways of living (active transport, consumption of locally produced food, sustainable and moderate use of consumers products); epidemiological surveillance, toxicological risk assessment and exposure assesssment due to events related to climate change; planning environmental solutions; and integration of migrants, especially children. 
Monitoring and accountability for those two strategies is established by reporting on their implementation to the Government.
Education measures on climate change mitigation in educational and schooling system are part of education for sustainable development. Sustainable development is among key educational goals in Slovenian educational system since 2008. As the Organisation and Financing of Education Act stipulates, one of the goals of education (Article 2)  is to "educate for sustainable development and active participation in a democratic society, including in-depth knowledge of, and a responsible attitude to, oneself, one’s health, other people, one’s own and other cultures, natural and social environments, and to future generations;" First guidelines for sustainable development education from early childhood education to universities have been adopted in 2007. Since 2008 sustainable development education activities are being systematically included in existing curricula. New curricula have been developed as well (a new curricular subject "Environmental and sustainable development education" in primary schools and grammar schools). Activities are also included in framework of natural science days, in projects of Centres for School and Outdoor Education and many other projects. Schools can also become members of school networks that promote specific topics; the most known one isthe network "EKO Šola" (Eco School) that is promoting environmental awareness through concrete actions of schools for 20 years. 
Concrete connections between rights of the child and climate change have not been established in educational curricula on national level. 
The Administration of Civil Protection and Disaster Relief (ACPDR) strives to inform, educate and train children and young people through different activities for personal and reciprocal protection in case of natural and other disasters. Almost all its activities indirectly also apply to the impacts of climate change on the enjoyment of the rights of the child, especially the rights of children in particularly vulnerable situations. 

ACPDR is engaged in several activities. In school year 2010/2011 an optional subject Protection against Natural and Other Disasters was introduced to the primary schools. It organises and participates in events (e.g. Protection and Rescue Days, October - Month of fire safety, Celebration of “112 Day", Children's Bazaar) as well as national award competition under the title Natural and Other Disasters (each year a different theme, for 2016/17 it is hazardous substances, for 2017/18 it will be floods). Aim of these activities is to raise the awareness on the causes and consequences of natural disasters to the nursery and primary school pupils. 
The ACPDR has also engaged in development and publication of didactical material (some materials are adapted for children with disabilities - printed in larger letters, adapted into Braille or include an interpreter for the Slovenian sign language) with an aim to educate children in appropriate acting to mitigate specific life-threatening situations caused by natural disasters. Different articles in children magazines, brochures, leaflets, posters and colouring books for children about natural and other disasters have been published on an annual basis. In the last decade it produced several didactic books as well as table didactic games for children and also some didactic computer games. An application for smart phones "112-Instructions" and a web page "Have you done all for safe home?" have been developed. A part of official ACPDR web page – Hedgehog's house – is dedicated to children.
ACPDR produced the puppet show The little Hedgehog Pikec and Hedgehog the Fireman with an aim to promote its work in popular and humorous way. Through the form of a play children are informed about safety procedures in cases of natural disasters such as fire, flood and earthquake. Five short didactic films on evacuation as well as some short television and radio spots have been produced (films and television spots are equipped with Slovenian sign language).
Slovenian climate action policies pay attention to the need for education, awareness raising and informing different groups of population. Children are not explicitly mentioned but several measures are applied in educational system to raise awareness among them and to equip them with knowledge and tools for climate action.
4. Please provide guidance on what further actions need to be taken to adequately integrate children's rights within climate change mitigation and adaptation policies, practices and decisions. In particular, please describe actions needed to:
a. Ensure integration of children's rights, including the rights to family, health, nutrition, education, participation, gender equality, water and sanitation, among others, in climate action;

b. Prevent violence or conflict as it affects children and is connected with social, economic and political stressors aggravated by climate change; and

c. Promote intergenerational equity.

It has been recognised that climate change poses a most serious threat to humans and that climate change affects different aspects of our lives. On a global level, two crucial actions are implementation of Paris Agreement and 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. By implementing human rights based approach to their implementation will be very important for living up to the promise of leaving no one behind. As a signatory of the Geneva Pledge for Human Rights in Climate Action, Slovenia stresses the need to continue efforts to include human rights in climate negotiations as well as to include climate aspects in the work of the UN Human Rights Council and human rights field in general. 
Climate action is important to Slovenian government. Climate change mitigation actions are specified in the Operational Programme for Reducing GHG Emissions until 2020 (adopted in December 2014). Its main goal is to limit the growth of greenhouse gas emissions under 4% comparing to year 2005. It includes sectorial policies for reducing greenhouse gas emissions (special focus on green growth, transport, buildings and agriculture). It also includes measures for education, training, awareness-raising and information sharing. Goal of those measures is to increase awareness about positive effects and benefits of climate change mitigation among population.
Climate change adaptation actions are specified in Strategic Framework for Climate Change Adaptation (adopted in December 2016). The goal of the framework is to reduce climate vulnerability of Slovenia and to increase climate resilience and adaptation capabilities of society. It also outlines actions for strengthening cooperation and inclusion of different actors in climate change adaptation and decision-making, related to it. It also includes measures for education, training, awareness-raising and information sharing. Goal of those measures is to increase knowledge on climate change and to equip societies and individuals with skills needed for climate action.
Monitoring and accountability for both documents is established by reporting on their implementation to the Government.
5. Please share any commitments and best practices for effectively engaging children or youth in climate-related decision-making processes and climate actions, particularly those most impacted by climate change, and with consideration for young people of different ages, gender and social backgrounds. Please share any examples of how empowering children and youth has contributed to more effective climate action.

There have been no specific measures for engaging children and youth in climate related decision-making processes.
We wish to point out one good practice that strengthens children's skills for active citizenship. The Children's Parliament is organized by the Slovenian NGO the Association of the Friends of Youth of Slovenia and presents a very good example of cooperation between government and civil society. This form of civic education for children has been taking place in the National Assembly since the beginning of the 1990s.Each year, children pick a theme, they deem relevant. Through preparations for national Children's parliament they discuss the issue on class, school and regional levels. 
6. Please provide any additional information you believe would be useful to understand efforts made and challenges confronting States and other duty-bearers in their efforts to protect the rights of the child from the impacts of climate change.
See our response to questions 1, 3 and 4.
