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Romania’s response to the Questionnaire on climate change and cultural rights

Preliminary comments

Under article 33 of the Romanian Constitution, access to culture is guaranteed, in accordance with the law. The freedom of the person to develop her spirituality and to access the values ​​of national and universal culture cannot be restricted. The State must ensure the preservation of the spiritual identity, the support of the national culture, the stimulation of the arts, the protection and preservation of the cultural heritage, the development of the contemporary creativity, the promotion of the cultural and artistic values ​​of Romania in the world.
Romania's cultural heritage is mainly of rural origin and is a significant source of evolution both regionally and locally, and its symbolic capital is essential for the cultural identity represented by values, occupations, beliefs and symbols shared by the community. The cultural identity of the Romanian village is characterized by a diverse material and non material cultural heritage.
Responses to the questionnaire

Q1: The impact of climate change on cultural heritage is an indirect one through changes it can cause to the rural environment. Romania has taken financial, economic, social and cultural measures for the conservation of cultural heritage. 
As far as documentation of negative impacts on culture and heritage are concerned, the local representatives of Romanian Ministry of Culture have reported series of damages and destructions at listed historical monuments caused by strong winds, heavy storms, rains and hail storms in Maramureș region in 17 September 2017 Arad, Timiș and Caraș Severin regions in 17 September 2017, 27 April 2019 and 28 July 2019. During these events private and public buildings, religious buildings, technical buildings from countryside had suffered loose of roofs, windows, local destructions. The damages occurred to buildings in use either by peoples either for technical means. In order to ensure the safety of people, many buildings where temporarily closed and covered with temporary roofs for conservation. For this reason some activities had to be displayed elsewhere and this decision impacted young people (as was the case of schools in Timișoara) or local communities which couldn’t follow religious services in the village church, or the watermills from Caraș Sever, in which had to be completely dismantled and for that peasants couldn’t produce locally the flour. 

Q2: As the phenomena mentioned above (strong winds, heavy storms, rains and hail storms) are difficult to predict, any measure of making safer any building may cause economical costs. As required by law, any building in Romania has to have a technical expertise, before any design and intervention. The technical expertise provides a series of calculation against a series of physical efforts and loads from wind and weight, earthquakes, by reference to the records of meteorological events and hazards that specialized institutions keep.
From a methodological perspective, a Report of the Presidential Commission for Built Heritage, Historic and Natural Sites and a Strategy for Culture and National Heritage 2016-2022 (SCPN 2016-2022) provides:

-  the assessment of the situation of built national heritage in relation to certain territorial areas;

-  a set of criteria for prioritizing investment allocations in terms of cultural infrastructure;

- elements for the support and promotion of urban regeneration as a tool for cultural revitalization of urban centers with a historic area;

- a methodological framework for identifying landscapes at national level;

- a perspective on the areas with potential for development of creative industries in relation to the creative workforce and concentrations of built cultural heritage.

Q3: The out-door Eftimie Murgu area's watermills, Rudăria river, Caraș Severin county
 ensures the production of flour for the local peasants. Due to climatic hazards the ensemble, once again destroyed would be difficult to reorganize and may cause the loose of interested in traditional techniques and the skills from the area.
The "Danube Delta" Biosphere Reserve is a special situation, as it has a special management established by a specific law, under the control of the central public authority for environmental protection.
Q4 & Q10: Supporting the conservation of the local heritage and traditions is also extremely important in terms of the economic development of rural areas. Agro-tourism services, crafts and traditional activities can be a way to promote and increase the attractiveness of Romanian villages, with a positive effect on attracting tourists and economic benefits for the local population. Investments in local heritage have a positive impact on the conservation and promotion of local specificities and the development of rural tourism. As such, various projects aiming at promoting local heritage, rural heritage and traditional products and the development of handicrafts, crafts and other traditional non-agricultural activities with local specificities received financing.
i. In the current programming period, the development of rural infrastructure, basic services and the protection of local cultural heritage will be achieved through the measure of investments in basic services and village renewal. The LEADER tool (an instrument for financing projects developed by the local communities) will bring added value by implementing local strategies in the context of local needs and innovative projects.

This approach will also facilitate access to ICT (information and communication technology) infrastructure and encourage rural communities to capitalize on and promote resources and traditions, providing equal opportunities for young people, women, the elderly, people with disabilities and members of national minorities. Through the openness manifested in the LEADER approach for the types of investments that are not financed by the classic National Program for Rural Development (PNDR) measures 2014-2020, the gaps between rural and urban will be filled, and at the same the local identity will be preserved and the coagulation of the community's interests will be stimulated.
ii. Starting with 2017, the management of protected area networks is coordinated by the National Agency for Protected Areas. The management of protected areas is done differently, depending on the category in which they are classified. The measures provided for in the management plans shall be designed to take account of economic, social and cultural requirements, as well as regional and local requirements, the particularities of the area, priority being given to the objectives leading to the designation of the protected area.
Biosphere reserves, national parks, natural parks and, if necessary, geoparks, sites of Community importance, special areas of conservation and special protection areas shall be managed by specially created management structures with legal personality. Scientific reserves, nature reserves, natural monuments and, where appropriate, Geoparks, sites of Community importance, special areas of conservation and special protection areas shall be managed by taking them into custody
iii. From the educational perspective, the key themes of sustainable development are included in the general provisions of the National Education Law, being reflected in the principles of equality in access to education, cultural identity and intercultural dialogue, preservation and promotion of national identity and of the cultural values ​​of the Romanian people, recognition, preservation and assurance of the rights of ethnic minorities in order to develop their ethnic, cultural, linguistic and religious identity, social inclusion, promotion of health education that governs Romanian education.

Within the extracurricular activities program, each school develops its own program that includes activities on environmental protection and quality of life, resource efficiency, environmental education, civic education, health education and others. Some examples are:

• The "Green School" project (funded by the EEA Grants 2009-2014, within the Romanian NGO Fund) - ecological education through experiential learning and the contest "Let's be ecological" organized by "Let's Do It, Romania!” – a partnership with the National Environmental Guard and the county school inspectorates. The first edition of the project involved 716 schools from rural areas. The project aimed to support communities in preventing waste accumulation and reuse of resources.

• Educational projects carried out by WWF - Romania (World Wide Fund for Nature): European schools for a living planet (11 countries, training and grants - projects for students); university course - Education for sustainable development (WWF, University of Bucharest); The Black Sea Book (educational kit developed by WWF - awarded internationally, distributed in Romania).

• The International Eco-School Program coordinated by the Carpatho-Danube Center in partnership with the Ministry of National Education, the Ministry of Environment, the National Agency for Environmental Protection, the National Environmental Guard and other institutions, with the active involvement of students, teachers, parents and the local community.

Q5: In Romania, the National Strategy for Sustainable Development of Romania Horizons 2013–2020–2030 takes over the general evolutions registered at international and European level with reference to heritage protection, correlating these objectives with those identified in the Strategy in the field of National Cultural Heritage (regarding the conservation and capitalization of the national cultural heritage) and with the National Development Plan (for the field of contemporary creation and that of cultural diversity). Cultural intervention is a type of cultural action that aims to improve the lives of individuals, groups or communities, usually those at risk of social exclusion. The meaning of this term is close to that of cultural mediation, but in Romania there is no unanimously accepted definition of them. According to the AFCN Guide, the sphere of cultural intervention includes social intervention projects that are implemented through different methods: social art, social intervention, art for social change, public art, urban art, urban regeneration, forum theatre, invisible theatre, street animation, art Community.

The Strategy for Culture and National Heritage 2016-2022 (SCPN 2016-2022) is a medium-term public policy document that defines, in principle, the policy of the Romanian Government in the field, outlining a horizon of public activity for a balanced, sustainable cultural development, smart, for the benefit of all those directly involved in cultural activities and of the society as a whole. By establishing the necessary objectives, directions and measures, SCPN 2016-2022 is the basis for decisions in the field and is a reference text for all those interested in developing cultural projects and programs.

Q6: In Romania, starting with 2004, a ministerial order approving the normative framework for the organization and functioning of cultural establishments is in place. For example, at the rural level there is the Cultural Centre, which initiates and carries out projects in the field of lifelong learning (economic, legal, artistic, ecological, etc.), traditional culture and contemporary popular creation, consistently pursuing:

a) the organization and development of cultural-artistic activities and permanent education;

b) the preservation and transmission of the moral, artistic and technical values ​​of the local community, of the national and universal cultural heritage;

c) the organisation and the support of amateur artistic groups, competitions and festivals, including the participation of groups in inter-municipal and inter-county cultural events;

d) the organization and the support  for the activity of documenting temporary or permanent exhibitions, elaboration of monographs and works of tourist presentation;

e) broadcasting of artistic and documentary films;

f) the organization of scientific and technical circles, of folk art, plastic and of peasant household;

g) organization and development of continuous professional training courses;

h) the organization and carrying out activities of community interest.

Q7: The establishment, through governmental decision, of the environmental assessment procedure for plans and programs ensures a high level of environmental protection and contributes to the integration of environmental considerations in the preparation and adoption of certain plans and programs, in order to promote sustainable development by an environmental assessment of plans and programs that may have significant effects on the environment.

Q8: Public participation in the environmental assessment procedure is effective from the outset of the plan or program. The public may formulate in writing comments and proposals regarding the first version of the proposed plan or program and its possible effects on the environment, which it sends to the headquarters of the competent authority for environmental protection.

Q9: Defenders of cultural rights are also protected by the Constitution.
Q11: There is always room for improvement and more information dissemination campaigns or the introduction of this specific topic at all levels of education can be done.

Q12: The Strategy for Culture and National Heritage 2016-2022 (SCPN 2016-2022) is a medium-term public policy document that defines, in principle, the policy of the Romanian Government in the field, outlining a horizon of public activity for a balanced, sustainable cultural development, smart, for the benefit of all those directly involved in cultural activities and of the society as a whole. Together with the National Strategy on Climate Change 2016-2020 and the National Action Plan for its implementation, creates the mechanisms for mitigating the effects of climate change on the component on cultural rights.
Moreover, the Romanian Ministry of Culture provides annually financial aid to historical buildings in danger or who suffered destructions with time passing or by natural disaster
.
Q13: The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development mentions culture for the first time in the context of sustainable development goals both as a transversal dimension – in relation to education, food security, environment, economic growth, sustainable consumption and production patterns, peaceful and inclusive societies, but also as a direct dimension, in relation to Goal 11 - Make cities and human settlements inclusive, safe, resilient and sustainable, namely Target 11.4 - Strengthen efforts to protect and safeguard the world’s cultural and natural heritage.

The Ministry of Culture, in partnership with the National Institute for Cultural Research and Training, initiated the implementation of the UNESCO project, Indicators of Culture for Development (CDIS). CDIS directly contributes to the implementation of Article 13 (Integrating culture into sustainable development) of the 2005 Convention on the Protection and Promotion of the Diversity of Cultural Expressions.
CDIS will evaluate for the first time in Romania the contribution of culture to sustainable development, taking into account 7 dimensions of interdependent policies: economy, education, government, social participation, gender equality, communication and heritage. The project establishes a common ground for actors in the field of culture and development for a better integration of culture in development policies and strategies, generating concrete effects at the level of policies. Together with the Ministry of Culture and National Identity and the National Institute for Cultural Research and Training, 14 other national authorities and institutions are stakeholders in the project.

Q14: Romania strongly recommends that other States too encourage and finance an intensive program of documentation regarding the sensitive activities and the built ensembles which may be subject to lose due to climate hazards.

� � HYPERLINK "https://rudaria-turistica.ro/" ��https://rudaria-turistica.ro/� 


� � HYPERLINK "https://patrimoniu.ro/restaurare/programul-national-de-restaurare-achizitii" �https://patrimoniu.ro/restaurare/programul-national-de-restaurare-achizitii� 
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