[image: image1.png]



Permanent Mission of Italy to the

International Organizations in Geneva
Forum on Human Rights, Democracy and the Rule of Law
“Creating an enabling environment for the effective participation 
of youth in public decision-making”

Statement of Italy

21 November 2016
Today, half of the world population is under the age of 27. The UN has long recognized that young people are a major human ressource for development and key agents for social change, economic growth and technological innovation. 
Despite the international efforts to ensure that young people’s aspirations are fulfilled, it is a reality that the changing world has created conditions that have made this goal more difficult to reach. 
The ILO has warned of a ”scared generation” because of both unemployment and increased inactivity amongst many young people. Quality Education and training, employment, social inclusion  and empowerement of young people are key factors in achieving global progress and in reducing the risk of ”marginalization” of young generations. 
In light of its constitutional principles, Italy is traditionally committed to enhancing youth participation and empowerment. Since 1987 Italy has been engaging in the EU Erasmus Plus program, to enable youth to benefit from education, training and sport in Europe. Similarly, we have supported and benefit from the EU Strategy on Youth, 2010 -2018.  In May 2014, the Youth Guarantee Programme was launched with the aim of enabling applicants to benefit from specific orientation, training and job opportunities. Under the last Financial Law, a Fund against educational poverty has been introduced with an allocation of 150 million Euros, per year.
Being convinced that quality education is key to youth empowerment, including in decision-making, Italy firmly supports the more recent UNESCO Program Education for All, the Global Partnership for Education and the UN Secretary-General’s Global Education First Initiative, which promotes global citizenship, environmental awareness, and conflict prevention. 
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