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Ms Moderator,

The 2030 Agenda on sustainable development says that “The future of humanity and of our planet lies in our hands. It lies also in the hands of today’s younger generation who will pass the torch to future generations” (para. 53).   Young people played a key role in shaping this Agenda, and will play even a greater role in contributing to its implementation. 
Despite the fact that primary responsibility for implementing the Agenda relies on Governments, young people are active drivers for change: young people and youth-led organizations can provide an important contribution to the translation of the Agenda into local, national and regional policy, to its implementation, monitoring and review, and in holding governments accountable. 
The SDGs are a global call to action to end poverty, protect the planet and ensure that all human beings enjoy peace and prosperity. To achieve this transformation the approach of the MDG, that left the youth out of the process, should be replaced by a new approach, which recognizes the importance of youth engagement.
Last year the UN Security Council adopted an important Resolution 2250 on youth, peace and security, recognizing the significant role of young men and women in promoting sustainable peace  and countering violent extremism, through a meaningful participation in peace process and dispute resolutions.

In Panelists’ view, which are the major challenges faced in ensuring the participation of young people in peace process?
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