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Madame President,
I have the honor to make this statement on behalf of 132 states.
Madame President,

We are deeply concerned about the increasing negative impact of widespread
corruption on the enjoyment of human rights. This can happen on the one hand, through
weakening of institutions and erosion of public trust in government and on the other,
through undermining national initiatives to improve citizens’ lives. It can impair the
ability of governments to fulfil their human rights obligations.

Corruption constitutes one of the biggest obstacles to the effective promotion and
protection of human rights, as well as to the achievement of the Millennium Development
Goals, in particular the goals on the eradication of extreme poverty and hunger and on
the achievement of universal primary education.

We believe that corruption is a universal phenomenon and it has been an issue of
greatest concern to citizens of many countries. For too long, the anticorruption and
human rights movements have been working in parallel rather than tackling these
problems together.

The fight against corruption has been a common denominator to people all around
the world and the scourge of bribery crosses the border of countries and regions.
Corruption has become a serious problem with international implications, overlapping
with several other transnational crimes. Globalization and modern technology have made
the corruption diverse in its manifestations and, at the same time, provided more
transparency about it.

Experience shows that fight against corruption can contribute significantly to the
promotion of fundamental principles of human rights and the rule of law, essential to a
free and democratic society. Corruption has always enabled the exploitation and injustice
that too often impede respect for human rights and prevent our societies from advancing.

We welcome, in this respect, the continued efforts of the Office of the High
Commissioner for Human Rights and its engagement with the UN anti-corruption
actions, including its participation in intergovernmental meetings such as the Marrakesh
Conference of States parties to the UN Convention against Corruption.

We also welcome the crucial role of civil society and media in addressing corruption
issues and their ability to use human rights principles in fighting against corruption,
including through raising awareness, calling attention to abuse and advocating for
necessary improvements in the relevant legislation.

Madame President,

Several parts of the world are undergoing profound changes, resulting from great
aspirations and expectations expressed by their peoples, particularly with regard to the
promotion of transparency and rule of law in public life and the principles on which good
governance rests, that is accountability, transparency, responsibility and integrity, as
they are an indispensable condition for the full realization of human rights.

To tackle the disastrous effects of corruption, which may emanate from various
resources, concerted efforts at both national and international levels are necessary in




order to combat and prevent corruption and its negative manifestations, especially where
the impact of corruption hinders the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals.

The fight against corruption is important in fulfilling people's aspirations for
balanced and sustainable human development and achievement of the elimination of the
pockets of poverty and vulnerability as well as in securing the promotion and protection
of human rights and ensuring the preservation of the rule of law.

We also believe that the time has come to deepen reflection on how to address the
close connection between human rights and anti-corruption measures. In this regard, our
delegations fully support the call by the Human Rights Council stressing the importance
of promotion of human rights-based policy coherence and coordination in the
deliberations and actions by States and in the intergovernmental processes of
implementing the United Nation's Convention against Corruption. It is encouraging that,
up to now, 160 countries have ratified the UNCAC. This means that they should be
committed to take effective measures to prevent and combat this scourge.

The coordination of action and cooperation between Member States in Geneva and
Vienna, as well as close collaboration between the OHCHR and UNODC are vital,
especially for sharing experiences and expertise regarding policy coherence in the
implementation of international human rights obligations and anti-corruption laws.
Their role is also vital for identifying best practices and examples of actions in which
fight against corruption is assisted by and contributes to human rights protection.

In this context, we take note of the establishment of the International Anti-
corruption Academy in Austria, which can provide assistance, education, training and
cooperation in the matter.

In conclusion, and for all the above-mentioned reasons, we affirm the mutually
reinforcing relationship between the promotion and protection of human rights and anti-
corruption efforts, as recognized by the Human Rights Council.

I thank you
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