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Concept note
	Date and venue:


	11 June 2018, 10:00 – 13:00, Conference Room VII, Palais des Nations, Geneva.


	Objectives: 
	The expert workshop aims to: 

· Exchange good practices of United Nations-system support to States in preventing and fighting against corruption, with a focus on human rights.
· Identify challenges by exploring and discussing difficulties faced by countries in fighting corruption, especially grand corruption.
· Identify opportunities for linking anti-corruption measures with the promotion and protection of human rights.
· Discuss methods for measuring the impact of corruption on the enjoyment of human rights and the importance of strong rights-based approaches to tackling corruption, for the enjoyment of all human rights and for the realization of the SDGs.
· Consider ideas for further steps and actions that might usefully be taken by the UN-system, including the Human Rights Council, to help States adopt a rights-based approach to preventing and fighting corruption.


	Opening remarks on behalf of OHCHR and UNODC: 
	Mr. Ayuush Bat-Erdene, Chief, Right to Development Section, OHCHR



	Chair-Moderator:
	Mr. Paulo Abrão, Executive Secretary of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights. 


	Panellists:
	Ms. Candice Welsch, Chief, Implementation Support Section, Corruption and Economic Crime Branch, UNODC

Technical assistance in support of anti-corruption efforts.
Mr. Anga Timilsina, Global Programme Advisor on Anti-corruption, UNDP

UNDP’s experience with technical assistance in support of anti-corruption efforts.
Ms. Liliana Valiña, Head, OHCHR Guatemala

The experience of the UN-support to the International Commission against Impunity in Guatemala.
Mr. Martin Kreutner, Dean and Executive Secretary, International Anti-Corruption Academy 
Teaching and Preaching Anti-Corruption and Human Rights – a Mission (Im)Possible?
Mr. Charles Ayamdoo, Director of Anti-corruption, Ghana Commission on Human Rights and Administrative Justice

The experience of Ghana’s Commission on Human Rights and Administrative Justice.

	Participants:
	Experts from Member States, non-Member States and other entities with observer status, United Nations-system organizations, accredited national human rights institutions and civil society organizations with ECOSOC consultative status.


	Outcome:
	A summary report of the discussion will be prepared by OHCHR and submitted to the Council at its forty-first session (June 2019).


	Mandate:
	The Human Rights Council, in its resolution 35/25 of 23 June 2017, requested the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights to organize, before the thirty-ninth session of the Human Rights Council, in coordination with the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime and with the participation of relevant United Nations entities, an intersessional half-day open-ended expert workshop with the objective of exchanging best practices on how the United Nations system supports States in preventing and fighting against corruption, with a focus on human rights.


	Format:
	The opening statements and initial presentations by the panellists will be followed by an interactive discussion divided into two parts, guided by the Chair-Moderator. 
Each round of interventions (45 minutes) will be followed by responses from the panellists (15 minutes). The Chair-Moderator will sum-up the discussions at the end of the workshop.

The will be no list of speakers. The floor will be given to those raising their name plate in chronological order. All participants are encouraged to be concise. Depending on the number of participants wishing to speak, a time limit may be imposed by the Chair-Moderator. 
Interpretation will be provided in the six United Nations official languages (Arabic, Chinese, English, French, Russian and Spanish).

	
	

	Background:

	The United Nations has been concerned with the problem of corruption since the mid-1970s. The first discussions were linked to the efforts to address the issue of corrupt practices and illicit payments in international business transactions and to formulate a code of conduct for transnational corporations. Simultaneously corruption was addressed from a sustainable development, governance, crime prevention and criminal justice perspective, culminating in the adoption of the United Nations Convention against Corruption in 2003 and its subsequent implementation.  

Linking corruption and human rights is a relatively recent development. In 1991, the former Sub-Commission on the Prevention of Discrimination and Protection of Minorities took up this issue and discussed the problem of capital flight and fraudulent enrichment of high-ranking State officials, which led to the adoption of a Commission on Human Rights resolution in 1992 entitled “Fraudulent enrichment of top State officials prejudicial to the public interest, the factors responsible for it, and the agents involved in all countries in such fraudulent enrichment. 

The United Nations human rights bodies have been concerned with the issue of corruption and its impact on human rights ever since. 

The rationale for linking anti-corruption and human rights lies in the recognition of the negative impact corruption has on the enjoyment of human rights, in the recognition that anti-corruption efforts need to comply with human rights standards and in the recognition that human rights standards, principles and mechanisms provide additional entry points to complement and strengthen anti-corruption efforts.

The Advisory Committee, in its final report on the issue of the negative impact of corruption on the enjoyment of human rights (A/HRC/28/73), recommended identifying good practices, as a basis for developing guidelines for linking anti-corruption measures and human rights. 

In its most recent resolution on the negative impact of corruption on the enjoyment of human rights (A/HRC/RES/35/25), the Human Rights Council decided to convene an expert workshop, with the objective of exchanging best practices on how the United Nations system supports States in preventing and fighting against corruption, with a focus on human rights.


	Background documents:
	· Human Rights Council resolution 35/25

· Final report of the Human Rights Council Advisory Committee on the issue of the negative impact of corruption on the enjoyment of human rights (A/HRC/28/73)

· Best practices to counter the negative impact of corruption on the enjoyment of all human rights, Report of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights (A/HRC/32/22)

· OHCHR, The Human Rights Case against Corruption
· United Nations Convention against Corruption (General Assembly resolution 58/4).
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